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‘THE COMPILER OF 
THE MEMOIRS © 
JOUWN AIRS, 


WOULD, 


| wit ALL PROPER SENTIMENTS OF CHRISTI AN 
LOVE, RESPECT AND HUMILITY, 


PRESENT THEM 


“HIS SURVIVING CHILDREN, CHURCH, 
CONGREGATION AND SUCCESSOR, 
| AXD TO THE 3 
| INHABITANTS OF BACUP,. 
AND ITS swath: 
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My pear FRIENDS, 


th bicsenting this 


ft bb’ to you, I might he pardonable were | 


1 to indulge my feelings, and to inform the 


what opimion entertain of your 


nowledge and piety, your benevolence 


and candour, your love to God and good~ | 


will to men. But strangers to your 
character might consider “simple truth 


us flatiery, and an unormamented declara-— 


tion of facts as studied panegyric and 
encomium. — I shall, therefore, forbear, 
and “let your own works praise you in the 
gate,” aud only offer my advice to you, and 


my carnest pine ery to the Father of 
mercies fur eac 


TO THE €HALDREN O# MR, BLRST. 


and all of you, that he- 
~ may bless you, and make. you blessings. 


While you call to remembrance 


life and labours of your piousand affection- 


ate Father, suffer me te recommend his 
christian example to your imitation. Fol- 
low him as he followed Christ. May you 
be enabled by the Holy Spirit, to copy his 


faitn and patience, his love and meekuess, 


prayer and devotion, humility, content- 


‘ment and obedience! May you exhibit 


his excellences here, and finally meet him 
at the right mand of 
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Vv. 
| TO THE CHURCH. 

i In these pages you will meet with some 
account of your late venerable and 
_ respected Pastor. May you practise wha 
he taughtand “let your light so shine before 

men,” that all may holy and happy 
effects cf his Let his faith, repen- 
tance and holiness, be exemplified i in your — 
conversation, that he may still live, and — 
preachin your lives. And when youhave 
finished your work, may you be hiscrown 
of in the day ‘of Christ! 
| TO THE CONGREGATION. 


i ‘Many of you sat under the ministry of 
Mr, Hirst for a great number of years. 
Consider how great was your privilege, 
howeertain your responsibility to God! 
But the Lord has removed him. You shall 

see his face, you shall hear: his voice 


more. May God of his great mercy 


you his grace that you may repent of ace 
_and become followers of o“through 
faith and patience, is now the 
promises!” 
TO THE INITABITANTS oF BACUP AND ITS 
VICINITY. 


ff God has giyen you the means of grace 
) inrich abundance, and in great variety. 

Let me entreat you not te eeuteut your~ 
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selves with a mere form of. godliness, 


whatever place you attend, by whatever 
name you are called, be concerned for per- 


sonal religion. Remember the day is 
coming, when you must answer before the 
Searcher of hearts, whether you have im- 
proved or abused the precious opportuni- 


ties. with which you have been indulged. 


“May you find mercy of the Lord in that 
day, and have an abundant entrance into 
his kingdom-and glory!” 


TO THE REY. WM. DYER, SUCCESSOR TO. THE 


This work had certainly fallen to your. 


been anticipated, when it was undertaken. 
But your superior talents have not been 
unemployed. Your candour will be exer- 


cised in perusing the following pages. ~In_ 
_ the character of a husband,a father, a chris- 


tian, a minister and a pastor, may you, by 
divine grace, excel your predecessor! May 


your life be as long, as holy, as happy and 


asuseful as his! and may you, like him 
finish your course with joy! | 


May the children, church, congrega- 


tion, neighbours and successor of the late 


+ 


lot, had the pleasing providence, which - 
has placed you in your present situation, 
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Jobin Hirst, reap some and lasting 
advantage from a perusal of his memoirs f 
and may they all be concerned to meet him 
in glory, and in ‘the meas me: to pray. 


| their most: | 
affectionate well-wisher, 
| | devoted serv ant, | 


James HarGreavesi 
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Qn the appearance of this before the piablic iv 
may be remarked; “Of making many books there is no 
end.” Some will be ready to ask; “Who hath required 
this at. the Author’s hand” To. meet such remarks 

and such inquiries, it may not be } improper for the writer — 
‘to state, with brevity, his pennepe for attempting the 
work. | 

Among others the followine reasons may be mentioned, 

viz:—To gratify my own inclination by endeavouring to 
perpetuate, if possible, the name and memory of JON’ 
Hirst to another generation:———To make Mr. Hirst 
better, and more extensively known when dead, than he 
was while he was living; hoping this account of him 
may be read by seme who never saw his facé, nor heard 
his voice. By this means “he being dead yet speaketh :—” 
To make a proper use of the written account respecting 
himself, which he had some time before his death com- 
mitted to me, with permission to use it in any way likcly 

to promote the glory of God:——To comply with the 
wishes and entreaties of many of his friends who earnest- 
ly desired to see some account of his life: _——To exhibit 
another pattern of the Redecmer’s free, rich and sover- 
/ eign mercy, as displayed in the real conversion, sweet. 
experience, lifes useful labours, and happy death, 
@f the late Join it faatly; ; todo that which 
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IX. 


‘otherwise would have remained undone. “Had any other 

oh and been willing to engage in this work, mine had not 
been employed, My consciousness of the. want of suit-— 
able qualifications to writefor the public, in this meine 
and. learned age, begets such timidity, and diffidence, as 
‘Te under ine unfit for such a task. 


| The MANNER int whieh, according to the measure of - 
any gift, F meant to execute my undertaking was, to bring 


EA tolight chiefly historical facts relating to Mr. Hirst, and 


q the church over which he so long and so honourably 
> presided: Ofthe propriety of the intention, and of the 
__ correspondence of the work tothe aim of the writer, the 


3 | reader will judge for himself. Materials for his purpose 


| have on some points been very scantily supphed. Mr. 
Hirst, it appears, kept no diary, and very few private | 


&§ papers or memorandums liave been found, and even the - 


greater part of these are without superscriptions and 
ig dates. Copies of letters he very rarely preserved. On 
these accannts. greater difficulty bas.attended the com- 
pilation of the werk, than was. at first apprehended. In 
4 some parts of the work obvious, and lunpor tant re- | 
flections, which. might have indulged, have been. 


4 | suppressed, for fear wil SW elling a volume. 


varions: brought the render, in 
+ the following pages, are not treated here as it would be 


| proper to ireat them 1 a dictionary,. a body of divinity, i 


boak of controversy, ora sermon... They are ot in 
generat defined, ‘nor proved, nor vindicated, nor applied, 
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xX. 
but merely stated in reference to the subject of these 
memoirs. For instance; in naming Mr. Hirst as a 
ministtr, or pastor, there is no intention or endeavour 


te describe what, according to the New Testament, a 
_ minister or pastor ought to be, but simply to relate what 


Mr, Hirst was. Hence in stating his sentiments, my - ¥ 


own, eveu where my opinion might not coincide with his, 
are rarely if ever brought forward to the notice of the 
reader. Duty compelled me to state his views not mine. 
No attempt has been made to forma creed, and to define 
and paint a character, such as would ensure approbation 
and applause, and then to ascribe that creed, and that 
character to Mr. Hirst; but honestly to relate both, as_ 
they really were, or as they appeared to be to the view 
of his biographer. On the former principle a great man 
might have been described, but that great man might 
not have been John Hirst, the pastor of ‘the Baptist 
church, at Bacup. | 


short aecount which is given of some controver- 
sies in which he was engaged, is not designed to’ kindle 
any latent spark of a disputatious spirit, but to exhibit 
a specimen ef his temper, sentiments, and conduct. _ 

A Crosley, a Piccop, and a Hirst, have fluished their 
labours aud are gone to give their accounts to God. May 
survivors prepare te meet them before the judgment seat 
of Christ! Let us all remember, that there is no secu- 
rity from the curses of God’s righteous daw, bat by faith 
ia the sin-atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ* 
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XI. 
© There is salvation in no other. For there is no other 
@g ‘name under heavén among men whereby we can be saved. 
| Some pains have been taken to make the book what 
‘it is, and as the author has not been able to satisfy him- | 
‘self, he will not feel very much surprised to hear that _ 
| he h not satisfied others. He hopes, however, that c 
> candid readers, conscious that imperfectién, more or 
Jess is stamped onall human productions, will throw the 
| mantle of charity over the numerous defects, inaccuracies 
- er redundancies, whichthey may discover; while the 
more ungenerous will remember, that faults are much 
more easily seen and detected, than avoided. 
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Chapter 1. 


An Account of Mr. ITirst’s Life, from his Birth 
to his Marriage m the twenty thir yettr of leis age....... 


Ehapter 2. 


From Mr. Frivst’s Marriage to his Baptism in the 


tharty first yeur af ‘hes 


Chapter 3. 


TIneludes an, account fron’ Mr. Hirst’ s Baptism to his 
settlement at Bacup, 17 eee 


Chapter 4. 
Contains @n account of Mr. Ministry at 
Bacup, from’ his ordination to the close of IBID... 


Chapter 5. 


The four last years of Mr. Birst’s life. His Sickness, 
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Sec. Ist Containing a brivf view of Mr. Hirst; 
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) son whose life is professedly written. We 


CHAP. I. 


Containing an account of his life, from his. birth to his 


in the twenty third year of his age. August 
1736, to June, 1759. | 


H E memoir of J ohn. Hirst, cannot be 
introduced by along aceount of his an- 


: | cestors.. Providence seems to have drawn 
a | over ‘them the veil of obscurity. Pains have 
4 | been taken to obtain correct information al 
| respecting them, but they have beenattend- 
4 ed with very sag success, This deficiency. 
of adventitious, | 

j | necds not greatly to be regretted, as, In 


and extraneous materials, 


recording the life of Mr. Hirst, it is not 


& ~ essential to write the lives of his parents. 
> It isacknowledged that, in many cases, an 
> account of ancestors may be equally in- 


structive and edifying, as that of the per- 
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Alexander, wasa respectable Cardmaker 


ough not, however, to impute to the sub. 


ject of a memoir, the vices or virtues, the. 
blemishes or excellences, of those who gave 
him birth, or of those who have descended 


from him. Let every nian stand or fall 


before the public, by his own personal | 


character. On this principle, the reader | 


is desired to form his own opinion of. the 
late John Hirst. He could not boast of 


the antiquity of his family, of the noble 


achievements of his ancestors, or of a long 


list of titles inherited by them, from gen- 
eration to generation. He derived from, | 
them no honourable name or distinetion, — 


nor any worldly possessions or advantages, — 
above what falls to the common lot of ee a 


Mr. r. Hirst wis boriai in Black water-street, 


Rochdale, Lancashire, August 29th O. S: 


1736. His mother a widow trad seven 


children, of which the subject of this 


memoir was the youngest. ‘Her son 


in Rochdale, and whose son, still fol- | 
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_hersons. 


| 


lows the same business. Her daughter, 
| Mary, was married to a Mr. Taylor, by 
_ whom she had two sens and a daughter. | 
The late Mr. Samuel Taylor, adeaconof 
the Baptist Church, Rochdale, was one of 

| vas ctlled to.glory alittle 
_ while before his uncle Hirst. An account 


of him was published, i in the. Baptist Mag- 
azine, for October, 1813. Anotherof Mr. i 


- Hirst’s sisters was married to a serjeantin | 


4 the army, of the name of Britain. His — 
native place, I believe, was Wincanton, 


Somersetshire, about twenty-four: miles | 


| south of Bath. Here they settled some © 
_ time after their marriage. One sister, and — 
perhaps the other two children also, died 


YOURE: 


| Hirst, his She 
| her death, whieb 


1781. 
| ‘before she died, 


Some years afler.: the birth of Mr. | 


happened in the year 


‘She had 


In a MS. Mr. Hirst 


her sight some years _ 
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es “My mother was poor, but 


took much care of me, and I loved 
her dearly. She sent me early to school 
to learn to read, and Ihave heard hersay, © 
that I had read the through, before: 


1 was five years old.” Such early promise 


did he give of more dae common abilities. 


‘God, wil secth the end from the beginning 


always prepares suitable instruments for 


the accomplishment of his purposes, and 


often raises from the obscure cottage, those 


whom he designs for eminent service in 
his kingdom of providence or of grace. 


The germ of future distinction in the 
man, is frequently seen in the Boy. He that 
destines the lives andthe successf ullabours % 
of his ministers, suitably forms the body, 4 
and the mind, for an acceptable discharge j 


of their important work, These remarks 


have been exemplified in many of the 
Lord’s faithful servants, and particularly 


in the late Mr. Hirst. He gave early in- 


dications of bright. parts, a ready wit, a 


retentive memory, and of great facility in 
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declaring his mind. 
providence are often mysterious and won- | 
derfyl, and calculated to excite surprise 


é 


The footsteps ofdivine 


and | inquiry. In reference to Mr. Hirst, 
one is almost ready to ask: “Why were 
“not. these natural abilities put under 
‘proper culture, improved and polished by 
a liheral education, and so rendered still 


more eminently, 


and more abundantly 


subservient to the honour of God, and ad- 
| v antage of ool He that gave the talents | 
had all the means of under 


his dircetion. 
and sa 
| Father; for so it: 
| We have this tr 
| that the a of the power may 
be of God”: 


3ut we suppress the rising 
with Jesus, “yen, so 
eemed good in thy sight. 
asure in earthen i 


When about seven years old, we find 
M tr. Hirst setting cards, along with other 
children, under ri direction “of his bro- 
ther Alexander. | 


| | 

| 
| 

| 


In this employment, 
it is probable, he continued Jess or more. 
until he was out an He 
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18 
enjoyed but scanty means Lat mental im- 
provement, though from his very infancy 


he was fond of reading. He frequently 
spent hisevenings with Mrs. S Hopwood, 


- who lived next door to his mother. She 
_- appears to have been a serious woman, of 
the old Presbyterian school. ‘She was af- 
‘flicted with blindness before she died, and 
the mother of Mr. Hirst waited on her id 


wards the close of life. * This old woman,” 

observes Mr. Hirst “ was very fond of me 
and taught me to repeat many of the hymns. 
of Dr. Watts. She affectionately charged 
me to avoid sw earing and lying, and bless 


Giod, Leould never take pleasure in either. 


If atany time I teanayredecd in either, my 
conscience was deeply wounded. I loved 
the church, and, though very young, was 
able to find the service “of the day betore I 
went from home. When my conscience ac- | 
cused me of sin I wept in secret, and read_ 


the Litany of the prayer book for 


hours together, From seven to thirteen 
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| 
years of: age, I was rently affected 
with thoughts Cony erning the knowledge 
and power of God. “When [looked at the 
sky I conceived of it as the hand of God, 

A and said to my play-fellows : “See that 
hand! ! How soon, and how easily # would 
: kill usall!” I remember one time, while 
| playing with my companions i in thesummer 
7 when it was very-hot, that I was strongly 
B tempted to curse the sun. The sorrow I 
© felt for this, for on time after, 1 am 
4 unable toexpress. ven now, though near- 
ly seventy years have elapsed, my soul 
trembles while I a writing the account, 


On another occasi n, being sporting with 
4 my companions, I happened to swear, and 
7) instead of reproof, I met with applause. 
This stirred up the wickedness of my na- 
ture to such a degree, that I began to swear 
vehemently. I nstead of striking 
3 me dead, and plunging me into hell, as 1 
3 justly deserved to be for.my conduct, God 

was pleaséd in rich mercy to stop my mouth, 

with shame and remorse. I went 


4 


| with hovtor of mind, and besan to 


sins. In some time l became easy again.” 


recollected and related with peculiar 
convictions which they ex perienced during | 


early impressions serve to check, in some 7 


God’s elect, and to prevent their going 7 
beyondall bounds, in gratifying the desires 4} 
of depraved passions. However vile some 7 


sink into awful despair. When I retired 
to bed I prayed earnestly for pardon of my 


How far such convictions of sin are the | 
fruits ef the Spirit, and earnests of future | 
salvation, cannot, perhaps, with eertainty 
or safety be determined, It is observable, 
however, that those who haye become ~ 
eminent in the service of the Redeemer, | 


pain and pleasure, the sharp and frequent | 
the lapse of childhood and youth. Such 7 
degree, the impetuosity of a carnal mind, : 
and tostop the progress: inthe paths of ini- 7 


quity, or to render that progress painful. Bs 
They are as thorns to hedge up the way of 4 


of the vessels of mercy may haye been, & 
previous to their it be con- 
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| 
fessed, that some of them would have been 
much more vile, had it not been for the i in- 
ward admonitions, $0 frequently experien- 
ced. That there isa great variety observable 
in the experiences of christians cannot be 
denied. How widely different must have 
been the inward feelings of a Watts anda 
Bunyan! Such as have been favoured with — 
a religious education, and who have pre- 


A served a decent moral character, have 
generally experien 


ced such convictions in | 
a more feeble and slender degree. There 
are diversities. of operations, but it is the 
same God who worketh: allinall. In this 
diversity of religious experience there isa 


_ glorious combination of wisdom and mercy 


which i is rendered eventually subservient 


to o the good of the pane and the glory 


“The of Hirst was 


a indulging in sin, smarting with remorse, 


or sinking into stupid indifference, until — 


the close of his thirteenth year. He now 
became an eT to Mr. Scholfield, of 


. 


’ 
$ 
7 
* 
~ a 
/ 
J 
* 
al 
> 
re 
. 
4 
a 
) 
eS 
+ 


4 
| 22 | 
ry 


Spotland-bridge, near) Rochdale. this 
situation he was daily employed in the ‘ 
“manufactory of woollen goods. In bis s. | 


he remarks,: “ About ‘this time, viz. in? 


my fourteenth year, | was put apprentice, | 
and the Lord provided me an indulgent | 


master and kind mistress; but as I grew in | 


years I grew in folly and became vile to the | 


utmost of my power, sunk into carnal 


_ pleasures withavidity, yet often was so con- 


vinced of the evilofmy conduct, that sever- 


—altimes! abstained from company, for ma- | 


nv weeks together. But it was remarkable : 


that, when through these convic- 
tions, grew wors 


and worse.” 


What proficiency he made j in his business, } 
and what evidence he gave, in his situation 4 
of natural abilities, I have not been able 
to learn. His master was I am informed, a 5 
constant attendant at the Presbyterian 1 
meeting-house, in Rochdale, whither Mr. : 
Hirst frequently, if not constantly, accom- ] 
panied him, From this early and frequent | 
attendance there, Mr. Hirst 
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through life a kind of to that 
Brice and people.» It was during the 

ptime of his ajppeenticinl p that he acquired 

la little learning. To this objeet, he devot- 

pea his evenings after the allotted portion 

ao labour was performed. Though his 

) means. were so cireumscribed, he obtained 
°| Batch a command of the pen, and so much. 
aequaintance with arithmetic, as sufficient- 
\- qualified him for the discharge of any 
= | © business which afterwards devolved upon 
him. ‘However he did not attend to 
to the neglect of his master’s business, He 
' “acquitted himself so honou rably and satis- 
factorily tohismaster, thatat the expiration 
) of his term, he thought proper to reward 
him with a suit of new clothes. It would 
have been gratifying to his friends to have 
: \ known more of this part of his life. From 
% ) fourteen to twenty-one, is a period in 
which the human mind generally develops 
and in which. the habits‘of the man 
pare most commonly formed, _Observations 
J made on hia temper and character i in ma- 
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his mind, and the form of his countenance, 


destructive paths of iniquity. He now 


ture life, warrant the conjecture, thaf, 
among his youthful companions,a second’s 
place Qarduild neither be offered him, nor; 


| accepted. | On all occasions and in all, 
companies, he would be acknowledged asa. 
leader, He seemed born to rule. The 


vivacity of histemper, the sprightliness of. 


would command respect and submission 
from all his equals and associates. He has 
often confessed with tears, that, in his youth 
he wasa kind of ringleader in the alluring | 


left his master at Spotland- bridge, and be- 
came servant toa Mr. Scholfield, at Little- ; 
wood, near Bury, father, if I mistake not, : 
to the present Mr. Scholfield, Land Sur-_ 
veyor, inthe neighbou rhood of Todmorden. 


He presently found great favour with his | . 
new master, and was treated more as a_ 


companion, than a Servant. Mr. Scholfield | ‘ 


was fond of singing. Mr. Hirst hada plea © 


sant voice. r he master, the servant, and i 
Mr. Dennis Grund of Bury, then 
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ood-cross, spent many an hour tos 
8 yether, i in that amusement. There is rea- 

a son to fear, their no were not of the 
Le serious kind. 


Hirst has what he thought 
to relate, ‘respecting this part of 
£7 his life, which I shall now lay before the 
reader, chiefly i m own words. “When 
a I was whout twenty-one years ofage, I be- 
gan to think that God would bring upen_ 
h g nie some awful juds ment, being fully per- 
ze snaded that he ruled the world, and dis-— 
wa posed of every event according to his own 
sovervign wilt, | dreaded the hiea of mae 
- trimehy, from a principle of jealousy 
t, | respecting the honesty of females. I feared 
also, that if I married, God would g 
me some wicked creature for a companion, 
oa as a plague and acurse to me, for the 
> wickedness of which I was conscious. This — 
a 4 troubled me very much, and brought me 
 ) often to my knees to pray for the parden 
an of mysin, and that, if marriage wasappoint- 


if | ed fo me, God w a8 give me a religious | 
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26 | a 
partner. This was rather remarkable as 


religion (I speak it to my shame) was be- 
come too much the object of my sport, 


How could I expect that a serious wife 
would be any thing but a torment to me? | 
But I had, as: thousands of sinners in simi- 
Jar circumstances have, an inward monitor 
which informed me that religion was the . 
one thing needful. ithdrefore paid my ad- 


dresses to a young woman of a respectable 
family and of an unblemished character. 


She encouraged my addresses but reprobat- 


ed nry general conduct. She often reasoned 
with me on the impropriety of my conver- 


sation and cordially wished my reformation. . 


She lent me a book called, “The Practice 


of Piety,” to which I paid some attention. 
The writer lays s open the state of the 


wicked in life, in death, and after death. 


read the s sinners life and found it the pic- 
ture of my own. Here 1 was tempted to 


Jay the book aside, believing that death 


 aftersucha life would be miserable. How- 
ever and found the death ofa 
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4 man describe awfully miserable 
5 indeed, and was constrained to believe it 
-_ was verily true.. I was fearful it would be 
my eternal portion, We continued to keep 

a company till I believe our affections were © 
mutually fixed. Notwithstanding this I 
4 could not reconcile my, mind to the idea of 
marriage. I was at times greatly agiiated. 

f i I trembled, I wept, I prayed for pardon 
* and direction; but I was still disinclined ta, 
3 marry. In my twenty-third year I formed 
it resolution to leave that part of the coun- 
E ‘try, and havi ing a sister i in Somersetshire, : 
determined to go th ither. 


hile ruminating: my journey had | 
an uneasy mind. One morning in May, | 
1750, Lawoke, perhaps about twoo'’clock, 
and beginning reflect on my situation, 
I appeared to my self the most wretched of 
4 the children of men. Such horrorand fear 
& seized upon me, that L was obliged to rise 

| and walk back wards and fohiiaieii in the 
7 room. Nolon gerable toendure my distress 
sought relief by of place: Ileft my 
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chamber and. went into a back-yard be. 
longing to the house. Looking up E per- 
ceived ‘ie sky to be cloudy and believed 
the very heavens were clothed with ven- 
geance/against me. As I returned to my 


room, my heart sunk within me and my 


body shook with an universal tremor. | 
began to feel a kind of distraction come 
upon me, This brought me to my knees 
m earnest prayer that God would merci- 
fully spare my reason. While I was upon 
my knees this thought was strongly impres- 
sed upon my mind ; God can save,” from 


which I experienced adegree 


of present relief, L returned to bed, butstill 


felt inclined to refuse marriage and to go 
to my sister. Accordingly in a few days al’ | 


ter this, I prepared for my journey and ac- 


tually set off. But God, who i is rich in 


took me his care, and watch- 


ed over me witha parental eye. 


‘Wonders of grace to God belong ; - 
rere his mercies in your seng:.”” 
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if took my leave of the neighbourhood of 
Bury, in Lancashire, one Monday 
morning and reached Stretford, threé miles 

from Manchester, to breakfast. I there 
4 met with a gentleman, who inquired where . 
3 I was coming , L informed him, upon which 
" he asheu me if I could use @ pen and if I 
understood any thing of numbers. I an- 
a swered in the affirmative and gave him a 
specimen. Well: young man ” said he, 
4 “your way is through Bristol. I am well ac- 
| is q uainted with an inn nkeepert there who wants 
4 a drawer, and, if you please, I will recom-. 

a mend you to his attention.” He, with 
Eo my consent, immediately drew up a few — 
4 lines in my favour, for which I thanked 
him and began to ursue. my journey. 
ar rived at Newport in on Tues- 

4 | | After supper t took a walls to 
the bowling-green, to watch the gentle- 
men at their sport. had not been long 

a here when the mistress ‘of the house sent 


£- me an niny itation to. sit with her. She receiy~ 
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ed me kindly, and in the course of conver- 


‘sation, asked me whither I was going. On 


being informed, she told me, if I could get : 


to Bridcenorth before ten o'clock next 


morning, I might take the beat to Bristol, ; 
and if I lisbon she would order the servant § 
to get my breakfast and call me in proper 


time: I aecepted the proposal with grati- 


tude and reached Bridgenorth, accordingly 


about half-past nine o’cloek on the 


When I came to the boat-house I was 4 
informed the boat had sailed a few mi- 
nutes before. Providence now began to 


thwart my purposes, baffle my schemes, 


and to hedge up my way. Here I began 


tolearn, that “many devices are in a man’s 
heart, nevertheless the counsel of God, that 


shall stand,” Wondersof grace and mer- 
cy began now to be displayed, towards a 
I said, I understood the boat 
did not sail till ten o’clock, and was infor-— 
med that that was the usual hour of sailing, 
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and whatwas the reason of the change they 
_knewnot. Theyadvised metogotothe mile 
house below the town, where the boatmen | 
always called, and there I might be taken — 
in. l went, and was there before the boat. 
house waskept by{an old woman, who, 


christian. Here I waited till I began to fear 
the boatmen would not call. The mistress 


sooner ten, exceptitig that morning 


1 have great reason to believe, was a 


of the house said, that I need not indulge 


any apprehension, for they never passed 
_ herdoor without calling, “ young man,” said 
she, “where are you going?” I replied “To 
see a sister of mine, in Somersetshire.” She 
looking steadfastly upon me, said, “I ar | 
-youhaveleft some young woman insorrow.” 


‘I did not confess, and Idurst not deny, 


er. “That may be true,” says she, ‘< 


Be you be guilty; and if you are you may | 
depend upon it, that vengeance will pursue 
you.” This struck me powerfully, but did 
not driveme from purpose. The 
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mennotcalling, di the ant psi: oht 
cant i tao the river, ; ire atte i th 
presently fay ing, Dhe men | 


ye, 


will not cail, nor will (he) take another 
passenger.” The pisiress frou her 


seat, and with uplifted hands expressed 
the greatest surprize, “Ihave kept this | 
house,” says she, ‘‘fur twenty years, and. 


these men have never before this passed 
my door without calling, nor did 1 ever 
know them refuse a passenger before. 


Surely young man this is 6n your ac- 


count, though they know it not, God 


is pursuing you to turn youback. If you 
_ dare to proceed, the press being at this 


time exceedingly hot at Bristol, you will 
most assuredly be taken. But if you will 


return, and ease the pained heart which 


mourns your flight, you shall be mblepehe 
to bed and board here until to- -morrow.”’ 


struck dumb with surprize, I knew 


not what tosay, God, thought I is pursuing 


me, stopping up my way, and seems de- 
if persist, to follow me with a 
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Brod. paused some time and then said, 
Madam, feel much obliged to you, for 
a your kindness to a stranger, and I will fol- 
» low your advice.” She ‘appeared exceed- 
@ ingly glad, and, while I stayed, behaved 
towards me with the kindness of a mother. 
Inthe morning arose early and return- 
4g ed God thanks for his care of me, and for 
the kindness he inclined others to shew to- 
4 rds me. The mistress and her servant a- 
rose, and provided mean excellent break-. 
fast, and loaded me with provisions which 
 served.ine all the way home, I would gladly 
have paid nry rec soning, but she would not 
suffer ine to pay a a farthing, nor even to give 
any thing tothe servant maid. Such friend- 
jai unexpected | ov erwhelmed me,and we 
could net part w ithout tears from us both. 
was departing from her, having bidand 
received an affectionate farewell, said; 
3 é6 Ifyou would wish to see a little more of 
‘the bountry, call on Mr. Sing, in Bridge- 
north, who is now in his hay harvest, give 
> my compliments to him, and tell him it — 
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will much oblige me ‘if he would employ | 
youa few days, and I have no doubt but he» 
will if hecan with convenience.” I wentac- _ 
cordingly, met with the Gentleman, and © 
delivered my message; but he said, | 
“Young man, you see the weather i Is gloomy ; 
and I have plenty of hands, or for the | 
, Lwould gladly employ | 
you.” This Gentleman, I have since learn ~ 
ed was a member of a Baptist Church. I i 
was not urgent to stay, wanting now to 
be at home agaiv, where I icdived on the 


sake of Mrs. 


Friday night. My mind being now settled 


as to the path I ought to tuke, I sent for 
my companion, and we fixed on the time, 
and place, and manner of our marriage, 
which was attended to accordingly.’ 7 This 


was in June, 1759. 


Respecting Mrs. First, I have 
the following particulars. She was the 
daughter of Mr. William Holt, of Sheep- 
hey,near Edenfield ; aman of good report, 
and regular attendant at the Episcopal 


‘Chapel He paid particular attention te 
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éducation and of his children. 


gr had four s DS, viz. Robert, James, 


John, and Riche rd, and three daughters. 
are all dead. Robert was some time a 


in Manchester. He educated 


| 3 -ason of his for the ministry in the Chureb 


England, who, was eventually settled in 
Bh cciaua, but he also is dead. Mr. James 
§ Holt was the father of the present Rey. 
Ww illiam Holt, Minister of the Chapel, at 
and who has also the gift of the’ 
J Chapa at Edenfield. Miss Betty Holt, 
~ who became the wife of Mr. Hirst, wasa 
moral young woman, and very re- 
attended the public services on the 
» Lord’s day. She made iy. Hirst a frugal, 
i industrious and affectionate wife. She was 
| what heaven designed a wife to be, namely 

a help mect to her husband. She joined 
‘Me. Hirst, not only in his comforts, but 


| willingly shared with him in his burdens, 
afllicti tions and griefs. 


og After marriage she attended the Church 
* along with Mr. Hirst. But in course of 
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she embraced the Calvinistic scheme, 
became a dissenter, and a Baptist, and 7 
was not long befere her death, 
by Mr. Bamford, and united with the — 


Church at Accrington, then under his 
pastoral care. ¥ 


Before [ this chapter would 
pause a moment tosurvey, acknowledge, 


‘und admire the wisdom, goodness, and 


power of diyine provideace displayed 
Goul’s eternal purposes. “A 
man’s heart deviscth his way, but the Lord — 
directeth his steps. The way of man is not — 
in himself.” Lie may purpose but Ged die 
poseth. Had not an overruling prov idenee 
interposed, Myr. Hirst had pursued hiv 
journey, and what had been the result, | 
human wisdom is unable to declare. But | 


God had separated him from his mother’ so 


womb, and ordained him to preach the — 
everlasting Gospel ; had chesen him 


bear his name before the children of men, 


and therefore disposed of all the events of © { 
his providence concerning him, according | 
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4 je of the riches both of the w isdom and 


to the counsel of his own will. ¢ The Lord 
© had the hearts and circumstances of the 
| boatmen under his control, and, seeing all 
a things from the beginning, disposed of the 
whole, so as to defeat. the schemes, and 
. | change the purposes of Mr. Hirst. - He 
a that does his will in the armies of heayen, 
‘5 does it also very evidently among the in- 
habitants of the earth. Many devices 
in man’s heart, but the counsel of the Lord — 


that shall stand. Jonah thought to have 
fled from his God and his duty, but he was 
“pursued, overtaken and reclaimed. Thus 


Godi in his own way, brought this wanderer 


back, to his home and to hig duty. “O the 


and his ways fin ding 


Mr. Hirst ithe! evils of his 
) youth, tothe day of hisdeath. He would 
Frequently adopt the petition of the Royal 
Psalmist, when he approached the Lord, 


| Remember not the sins of my youth,” 
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To his intimate friends, he would often | 
acknowledge hisiniquities with many tears, 4 4 
Nor did he even forbear to confess his guilt a | 
in the pulpit. Ina sermon from Prov. xiv, @ 
31, preached ona general fast, Feb. 20th q 
1785, speaking of the various sms which 7 
abound in our nation, with peculiar em- © 
phasis he added, “ Lacknowledge my part © 
in this enormous guilt.” Mr. Hirst never | 
pleaded innocence, nor is it the design of his f 
memonialist todeny his real character. If 
the profane should endeavour to plead 
his crimes to excuse their conduct, let é 
them know that Mr. Hirst’s crimes were 
‘his burden, and where he could not plead i 
‘innocence, he experienced repentance, Fle 
acknowledged his sin and abhorred him- 
self, repenting in dust and ashes. _ 


When God had forgiv en him, he could 
not forgive himself. His sins were ever ~ 
before him. But he rejoiced in him, who - 
saved a Magdalen, and who had declared 
that all manner of.sin should be forgiven 
unto men; and be knew, by sweet experi- — 
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ence, what Nathan said to David, * The 
Lord hath put. away thy sin.” But he ever 
remembered that sin being forgiven, did 
not lessen its guilt or justify its commis- 
} sion. He could not open his mouth, be- 
4 eause of his shame, though the Lord was 
pacified towards him for all that he had 
done. 
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Containing some account of Mr. Divst, from his Marriags 


tohis Baptism, Drom his ‘23rd to his 318 year, or from 


Mr. Hirst having met with an agreeable 
“companion, reselved how to reform bis 


life, and | henceforth to serve the Lord. 


Accordingly, when he became the head of 


a house, he endeavoured to put in practice — 
Joshua’s: resolution. “As for me and my 
house,. we will serve the Lord.” He pur- 
posed to lead a Godly life, but was a stran- 
ger to Christ, and the method of salvation 
by him. Hence he. went about toestablish 
his own righteousness, seeking acceptance 


with his Maker, as it were by a works of q 


_the law. He shall relate his own experi- 
ence. | 
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“Being ‘Inow resolved upon a 
§ full reformation of my conduct, but, alas! 
| yy knew not any thing of the way of eternal 
e. AsThad lost the favour of God by 
my disobedience, foolishly hoped that, 


by returning: to my duty, should gain his 


| About three weeks after ny marriage, a 
Gentipman,’ with wlion hed had some 
in the time of my folly, hay- 
ing begun business in Manchester, sent for 
me to engage me Th become an assistant 
This warehouse. Fand my wife remoy edto- 
Manchester, now began religion in 
my family vand rerd a form of pray er morn- 
4 Cy ening. attempted to reform 
my conduct compleicly, and, be to exter- 
4 nul appearance, lina great measure suc- 
eeeded. But in spite of all could dol 
kept beholding more and more of my in- 
ward sinf and percet ved .that my 


best works were far short of perfection, 


set aboutNastinig and praying in private: 
| # Mr. Greaves. 
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which endeavoured as mach as possible. 


to conceal from my wife. Still 1 appeared | 
to myself to wax worse and worse. I felt | 
such evils in my heart, that I concluded 


my case to be singular, and that no man_ ' 


surely ever felt as | did. 1 endeavour- © 
ed to remove my burden and to subdue : 
the iniquities of my heart by watchfulness, « 
and devotion, but all my labour was in- 
effectual. I had a great desire to receive 


the sacrament, yet I durst not, fearing an | 


and whether I was fit to receive, it being con- 


scious had no qualifications to recommend 


me. But this fear was at length removed 
by an old communicant, who informed me 


there was no examination. I now ventured © 
toapproach the table of the Lord, 


ing to the rules of the established church. 
Por nearly two yea I received the out- 
ward elements of bread and wine almost | 
every Lord’s day, either i in the Collegiate | 


* This is e mistake into which v oung converts under the | 
awakenings of the Holy Spirit, are apt to fall, for went ot | 
vpening their cases to cliistiaus. 
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inquiry would be made into my character, 
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Pevurch, where I attended, or in 


Fsome other Church in Manchester. But 
O with all my praying fasting and communi- 


eating , [still obtained no hope of salva- 
Ee B tion. “My sins kept appearing blacker, and 

my heart viler than before. One Lord’s— 
© day in the intermission at noon, I took a 
walk with a neighbour, purposing to at- 


“tend public worship at a chapel out of . 
town. Butin our walk we trifled away the 


time, so that when we arrived, we were too 


a late and ashamed to go in, and we return- 


ed without bearing the service. 


“My soul was now wounded to death. 


( Guilt and condemnation stared me in the 


face. I knew not what to do, nor where 


' to go, and yet I durst not mention my 


feelings to my f riend. I arrived at home 
nearly i in astate of distraction. After fami- 
ly prayer was. over in the evening, we 


prepared for bed. While my wife was un- 
dressing, I myself upon the bed, in 


| a fit of black despair. But while 1 was 


Anusing gob my misery, and indulging fear- 
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ful aud al 2pprehensions respecting fue 
turity, | thougat neard, as ifa voice had 7 
spoken in nly ear, “God for ae mercy’s | 
sake has pardoned all thy sin.” T lay a- 7 
while in wonder and fixed astonishment, WA 
not knowing how this could be. I could) 
not prevent nor remove the impression,*,_ 
though I attempted. I believed my sin ~ 
was pardoned, and began to rejoice with | 
joy unspeakable. This happy frame con- 


tinued with me in some degree for several. 
days; but for want of a knowledge of the 


plan of salvation by grace, ‘through the | 


redemption of Christ Jesus, in a little 
time all vanished away as a dream; and I 
sunk again into the pit of letacpenel. 
All the hope I now had left was, that God, 

to whomall things are possible, can forgi ive 
me, but how, in a way of righ 
cannot tell. This hope, howey er, kept. me 


from entire despair, and urged me on, in 
the way of religion, according a the best | 


—— 


* Such 3 impressions are no further to be regarded, than 
as they are supperted by the divine word, or. correspondent : 


to it, aud as they va eifect wn the mind. 
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my knowledge. | “In this of mind, 
ith some little variations at times,. I con-— 
tinued while i in Manchester. 


My master havi ing taken i in two partners, 
the business now increased very much, and — 
was sent into the country to superintend — 
woollen manufactory. This change of re- 
i; idence was in the year 1762. | I was now 
gain brought by providence into the very | 
peighbourhood where folly had been 


in sin My were greatly ex- 
| ited, lest I should acain be drawn into 
Gniquity; for though I had little comfort 
vin religion yet I durst not relinquish it, 
f God howev er Was pleased (o preserve hel 
© from the paths of the destroyer, and from 
7 “the snares laid for me by evit men. [ kept 
Jupa kind of family religion in my house © 
attending to prayer both morning and. 
evening. made inquiry, in a distant man- 
ner, ‘after serious persons, with a view to 
i | discover whether any one entertained such 


} thoughts of bimself as I did. Ins some time | 
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4: heard. of one of the weavers, pho, wall 


converse with him. I durst not yet be plaia | 


guilty. I now concluded to talk 


weavers, who was more serious than men J 


| 


considered as more religious than hisneighs 3 
bours. L embraced the first opportunity io 


respecting the state of my mind, and theres} 
fore our conversation was not very close} ; 


) however, b 1 n got tothe doctrine of pan 
ec 


ticular election. This was a subject of 
which I had no knowledge, and our con- : 
versation speedily ended. 1n a short time} 
after this I saw this man ina state of intox- | 
ication, and heard him singing profane a 
songs, an evil of which I had been aw fully ' 


more with him, on the subject of religion. 


After this, I heard, of another of our, % 


in general are. One Lord’s day evenings, a 
after the public service was ayer, I went, § 
to,spend ap, hour with him, and, to, my, 
no smal] pleasure and surprise, L found, ‘ 
him reading to his family, which consisted q 
of a,wife and nine.orten children, After, 
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very little. 


my mind to him. 


withthitany: written form. T was fills 
med with wonder and astonishment, but said 
From this interview, his com- 
‘pany became desirable, and Tf went again 
ina few days tosee and sperk with hin. 

{ found him labouring with his family, and 
.Isatsome time with him. When leame 
away ‘he accompanied me, and began to 
tell me what God had done for his soul, : 

‘and described the manner in which God _ 
generally proceeds, in working upon the 
minds of those he brings to himself. His 
accounis being in maay respects so, like to | 
myown, pre: atly of 


Phis was the first time I ever 
free with airy one. ‘When I had in 
‘formed ‘him ‘what I felt, what I ‘feared, 
what’ had done, and’ what I ex pected, 
he said, “Jolin, I fear’ you’ are seeking 
‘ga by your own Works.” answered 
“To be sure: 1 know ‘no Other way, and 
I feel persuaded’ that I catinot obtain 
this, believe’ God Cdn ‘save me 
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but in what way, secing I have broken bist ‘4 
holy law, Lam ata loss to determine. 
um resolved, however, to keep the course” ” 
in whiel ilam, until can find a better.” 


He then began art preached Christ to. 
Eunuch, 
He pointedout how Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, what he had done] 
and suffered in their stead, to-ac complish 
his errand and to reconcile sinners to God a 
who is ever ready to. receive and pardon] 
the rebel that ; approaches him in the name : 
I had read. my Bee much, yet q 
Thad never before seen these precious’ 
truths. But now Isaw and believed and_ 
my soul rejoiced God Saviour, ] 
can never express till I arrive in glory 


me as Philip did tothe inquiring: 


of Jesus. 


what transports [ then experienced. The 


friend who had been the happy instrument 
ofmy joy, was dear to me, and my soul _ 
clave to him, as the soul of Jonathan to” 
I inquired what he was and he in- q 
formed me that he was a Methodist, and I 4 
| cast in my lot amongst them. 
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bent i in the summer of 
4762)” 


Before we preceed any farther let us— 


a few reileetions on what we have’ 


airendy heard and seen, God is not tied 
toexter nal means; but can, when he plea- | 
Res, accomiplis sh his own work on the souls 
of his peaple, by the direct and immediate 


of his holy Spirit, Here isa poor 


sinner pursuing death in the error of his 
v ays, and appareitly bent dn sin and ruin, 
Ove taken by divine merey. God, by vari- 
ous methods awakens his mind, to a sense 


of his guilt and danger. | His heart is bro- 


4 ken on account of hissin, and he cries with 


the trembling jailor; ‘ “What must Ido to 
be saved 5 How Jamentable that under 
such bictions of guilt and misery, he 


4 “Was not by a gospel ajinistry directed im- 
cf mediately to the Lamb of God, that taketh 


away the sin of the world! But we ac qui- 


esce in divine soy ereignty. God herein’ 


verified his own word. “Not by might, 


nor by power, but by my spirit, saith ‘the 
Lord 
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“Tt is also very apparent from ‘the above 
account, that Mr. Hirst was ‘thoroughly 
converted. He did :not become serious 
through the influence of education, of cus- 
tom, or of the prospects of worldly adyan- 
tages. His religion wasthe effect of deep 


conviction, ‘fastened npon the mind by 


Almighty energy. Of his experience he 
might have said, as Paul did on another 
subject; neither received it of man, 
neither was’ I taught it, but by the reve- 
lation of the Holy Ghost.” The friend 


- whom he so highly and justly esteemed, 


was not the author ofbis faith, but the help- 
cr of his joy No wonder, he persevered 
tohis death, in the service of his Saviour, 
when it is remembered, that his religion. 
was so evidently the workmanship of God. 

Reader, happy will it be for you, and for. 
me, if we can as clearly prove our election 
of God, by our effectual calling. Mr. 
Llirst in his narratién proceeds as follows. 


“The plan of saly ation by Jesus Christ, 
to meso new, so plain and 
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pleasant, that I doubted not of persuading 


all with whom 1 conversed. I therefore, — 


the first place, applied to my old. com-— 


panions, and informed. them what. had 
| found, I pointed out to them how consis-» 
the doctrine was, not: only with the 
| Bible, but also with the Homilies; Articles, _ 
and Prayer Book of the established church ; 
| setting before them, at the same time, the 
_ danger of their souls while they continued’ , 
to neglect religion; butalas! alas! [soon 
_ found that they wanted ears to hear, and 
eyes: te see, and a heart to understand. — 
| Some indeed appeared astonished at the 
change God had wrong in me, but others, 
| mocked, saying; ‘What will the bab- 
bier say?” I then applied to my neigh- 
_ bours, but they would not hear.. One 


had his farm, . anotheé& his merchandise, 
and another his family, and so they all 


: wished to. be excused. I found 1 could — 
| do nothing for them, but commit them 
to God in fervent prayer for their sal- 
| vation. 
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Some time nites this my joy was turned 
into mourning. | was assaulted, I suppose 
by satan, with three very strong tempta- 
« tions, each of which struck at the very ex- | 
istence of my religion and indeed of all re- 
ligion. W hether there W asany God or no, 
if there was any God, whether orno the 
scriptures were his word, and whether 
or had not a soul which inust be miserable 
or happy fer ever. IT washeld insueh sus- 
pense and distress of mind about these 
things that I often envied the happiness 
of brutes. For twelve months i was sore- 
harassed and had no true peace, day 


None can judge or. conceive of my ff 
grief and anxiety, scept those who have. 
experienced the. ike. Alas! I had lost 
sight of the source of all my strength and — 
joy. This trouhle, however isu pporta- 
ble, did not, blessed be God, prevent my 
perseverance in religion, I continued in 
prayer, I can truly say it, both day and > 
night. In some time God was pleased t> 
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the brutes 


i convince me of his exisience and hiseter- 
nal power and Godhead, by the works of 


creation and prov idence, with which I was 


every where surrounded, I saw his glory 


in the heay ens and in the firmament. his 
handy work ; so that I could not but ex-. 
claims. “O Lord, our Lord, how excellent 


is thy name in all the earth!” From my 


reasoning powers I felt myself raised above | 
was led to conclude that 
ny existence should, in point of duration, 


run parallel with the. throne of God and 
that must surely be accountable to my 
Maker for the deeds done in my body. 


As forthe scriptures, [still doubted their. 
divine original, and this doubt continued 


on my mind in a. greater or less degree, for 


Yet finding the 


many years, as 


culated to supp 
SO agreeable to 
{ rom creation al 


will be seen in the sequel. 
sacred oracles so well cal- 

ort and comfort my mind, | 
the ideas of God derived 
1d providence, and testify-— 


ing throughout 


SO bighly and sonourably 


| |. of Got character i was determined thro’ 
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grace to abide by them and make them the 
rule of my faith and practice, which deter- 


mination, thank God, Thpve hitherto been 


enabled to keep.” 


Mr. Hirst does not, in the course of his 
narrative, resume, as he intended, the 


subject of this temptation. That it after- 
wards escaped him will be no matter of 
surprise when it is remembered that he 
drew up this account of himself so late as” 
ihe year 1812, when he was in his 76th 


year, and his bodily and mental powers 


were greatly impaired. However, i in con- 


versation with his friends, he frequently 


alluded to his former doubts respecting the 


divine origin ofthe Bible. - But he obtain- 
ed such complete satisfaction on this point, 
that, fornearly forty years before hisdeath, 
he entertained not the least distressing 


thought concerning its divide authanticisy 
and inspiration. Of this he assured me in 


the last conyersation I had with him, which 
took place | about three weeks before his 
dissolution. 
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To felute the arguments by ihe 
: mind of Mr. Hirst was set at ease Upon this. 
ie most important of ail questions would not. 

coincide with the limits of our work. 


Mr. Hirst, at one time, was strongly 
tempted. to commit the crime of suicide. 
During the violence of this temptation, he 
was for some time unwell and confined to. 
his room. Being left alone ‘in his chamber, 
and perceiving a razor, lying on the chime 


ney- -piece, he felt. himself unaccountably 


and almost. irresistibly impelled to rise and 
take the instrument to commit the horrid 
deed. He then called Mrs. Hirst and 
formed her of the state of his mind. She. 
was greatly alarmed and wished to remove a 
the razor. . Mr. Hirst would not suffer it Me 
‘to. be iemoved, alleiiging that in that case | 


he should prove himaslé a coward, nota 


‘conqueror. She then desired to stay by 
him, but he would not consent to that nei- 


z ther. She being withdrawn he began to 
reason with himself on the folly and wick- 


edness of the tewptation; ihe result of | 
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pressed himself, to shew Satan, that in the | 
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God’s property, and (hat no advantage 


whatever could possibly arise from such an 


He then 


act, but every way the rev erse. 


arose from his bed and walked deliberate- | 
ly to the fire. Hie took the razor in his. 
hand; laid it down—took it again—opened 


it—shui it—laid it by—in order as he ex- 


strength of his Redeemer he was more than 
a deh for him... Had he suffered the ra- 


zor. to be remov ‘Mrs. Hirst to have 


stayed by him, in his opinion, the tempta- 


tion would have returned with double 


strength and fury the next opportunity, 


but in this way he gained a complete | 
vietory, and the assault not been 


repeated. 


Mrs. Hirst afterwards| ‘informed him, 
that she hadbeen all the: ‘tune observing 


him from the stairs, and with what anxiety 


is not easily imagined, This relation Ihad 
from Mr. Hirst in the year, » 1795, and 4 


his meditation Was. this; that had 
right to take away his Life because it was. 
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veal it in “connection with his other 


temptations. 


View soon after this union with the Me- 
thodists he was made the leader of a class. 
The Methodist societies are divided into 


small classes, according to their local si- 


tuation. These. meet seperately, at least 


once a week. Generally, the most gifted - 
and active among them are selected, and 
placed asakind of teachers and rulers over 
the rest. These makereports to the preach-* 
_ersof the increase or decrease of their re- 
| spective ¢ classes, and of their attendance 
_or neglect, as well as of their geueral de-— 
_portment. When they meet, the class 
leader not only directs the worship, but 
inquires into the state of their nrinds, and 
gives suntable reproof, instruction, advice, 
_¢aution and comfort, according to his abi- 
Fity, and his jadgment of their cases. ‘Fhe 
talents of Mr. Hirst were speedily develop- 
| ed, and he was elevated to this office, which 
I believe, he held till he was expelied the 


| society. 
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About this period, one of ihe centlemer 


in whose service he was employed, object- 
ed to Mr. Hirst on account of bis religion, 


and th reatened todismiss him from theirser- 


vice if he continued his zealand exertions 
in favour. of ihe methodists. Mr. Hirst 


was not to be intimidated by the words of 


aman, nor driven from his, religion by the 
fear of worldly disadvantages, He dared to 


vindicate his conduct in the presence of his 
_ complaining master, Mr, Booth, who, in- 
stead of dismissing him from his service em- 


braced his feligion and became his compa- 


union in the despised ways of Methodism, . 


Mr. Hirst observes “In the year 1764, I 
was engaged among the methodists as a 
local bisideler, and in general met with 


great acceptance. I frequently preached. 
at Bacup, Millend, Rossendale, Padiham, 


Longclough near W hitworth, and at Buer- 
sil and other places in the. neighbourhood 


of Rochdale. But when 1 had laboured 


amongst them about twelye months, I was 


strongly suspected of beinig a caly inist, at. 
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which time I did not know that there were 
any such people in the world. Some time 
after this 1. showed the superintendant a 
letter which | intended to send to an ac- 
quaintance of mine. Whea he had read it 
he said, “John you do not agree with us in 
sentiment ;” with astonishment I enquired, 
“wherein do we differ?” but he would not 
answerme. T his grieved me extremely, 
for 1 did not, at that time, nor could I for t 
a long time afterwards believe that God 
had another people on earth, equally ex- 
cellent as the methodists.. The next day 
| i asked my fellow class-leader, if the prea- 
cher had. informed him of what had passed 
between us. He told me ‘that he was 
aa quainted with it, and that the point of dif-- 
a ference was my believing, that the righ- | 
| teousness of Christ to a sinner was 
the sole and exclusive matter of his justiti- 
cation in the si, ght of God. 4 


his very much affected mé, What!” 
said 1, “do not the Methodists believe this?”’ 
He replied “I do but some of them do not.” 
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‘from:an houest mind. 


it | 


q was ready to Lord what must 
Ido? Lam undone without this righteous 


ness, I have none at all of my own. © 


Lord, if 1 am not: found thy righteous 


ness I cannot: be sav ed. ‘al The Bible wes 


my only guide, applied to it again fer 


information-on thisvery, subject; 
and here 1 could find no other way of ac- 
ceptance but by the Lord as our righteous- 


ness. Here thereiore I wes resolved to a- 


bide, because to give up this doctrine was 


to give up my howe, my joy, ny heaven, 


my all. Having yet read ‘none of Mr. 


 Wesley’s writings [procured some of them, 
and read, in particular, his abridgement 
of Mr. Jobn Goodwin, | 


Here I found he 
plainly denied the obedi ience of Christ ‘be- 


‘Ing imputed for our Juntification owas 
confounded but I was. net convineed, 


About this time I happened to hear a 


* 1 cannot be answerable for this Lebtenv not having read 
the book in quest’on, 


atthe time, and ifhe was’ mistaken his mistake 
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It certainly was Mr. Hirst’s opiniyn 
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rom Mr. J ohn Parker,**.on 
xxxiv. 17, He described ,the Lord’s 
people as righteous by the imputation of 
Christ’s Righteousness -unto them, by the 
regenerating and sanctifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit in them, and bya practical 
conformity to the will of God. The Lord 
was pleased to/bless this sermon to my soul, 
I was fully delivered. from my, confusion of 
mind, and established. in the ‘doctrine of 
imputation, and, thanks be to God, Lhave 
to this day stood confirmed in my belief 


| of it, and derived from it, at many times 


Such was my affection to the Methodists 
that it some times prevailed over my judg-— 
ment, and | was tempted in my preaching, 
if not to ‘deny, conceal, or: 
omit the doctrine of justification by the 
obedience and death of Christ. N otwith- 
standing this. criminal weakness, I 
charged with Calvinism, There were many 


Be For an ‘account of this’ man see Parker’s Life and 
ersby Dr. sold by Button pad 
F | 
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of my hearers, who professed great satisfac- 
tion in my labours, and that in proportion 


- roused the indignation of the travelling 
preachers, and in some time they brought 


- re 


held the doctrine called erroneous but I 
could not learn otherwise from the Bible, 


treated me with tenderness. He only re- 
quested that [would be silent, respecting 
the point of difference between me and his 


ry 


ments in private,ifI would notdivulge them 
in my preaching, I replied that I had not, 


of making a division among his people, but 


truth, nor todimat any thing in my preach- 
ing, but to glorify'@od, by publishing his 


as honestly avowed my sentiments. This 


me before Mr. Wesley. I was chargéd 
propagating erroneous sentiments re- 
specting justification. I admitted that I 


which was my only rule. Mr. Wesley 


people, and he would allow me my senti- — 


~ as had been hinted, the most distant thought 


that I could not promise to conceal what I 
judged to'be ‘truth, very important 


whole counselto dying men. was dismiss- 
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edfrom his presence, not knowing but that 
I might-be presently excluded the society, 
but the preachers for some reason or other, 
thought proper not to proceed so far at 
that time. lt was several months after this | 
before I was excluded and I continued 
preaching as before.” 


Some minds would. have been gratified, 


| | if the time the place and the particular con- 
 versation of this meeting could haye been 


exactly stated. I have been informed that 
the late Mr. Croft ef Rochdale, a local 
preacher among the Methodists, 
 ealled in as evidence against Mr. Hirst on 
the occasion, The charge was founded on 
a sermon which Mr. Hirst had recently 
preached. Mr. Wesley required the text 


the outlines of the sermon, Mr. Hirst 


3 t repeated the heads and the particulars be- ‘ 
| fore him. Mr.. Wesley acknowledged the 
: | division to be just and natural, and what 
nt og himself should probably have adopted ; 


qj “but young man,” seid he “I:should have 


| iMustrated those particulars vorysdifierent- 
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jy.” He exhorted the people tohave a liitie 


patiénee -with him, “he is but a young | 
man” said he“ and perbaps in time he may 
see his error:” 
Notwithstanding what now tcok place, 
and the subsequent difference of opinion, 
Mr. Croft and Mr. Hirst, believe, 
tinued in habits of friendship to the last, 


exemplifying the apostolic precept ** Let 
brotherly love continue.” 


Mr. Hirst proceeds. though many now 
considered me a Calvinist T was as yet far 
from having embraced that system. Of 
this the following fact will be a sufficient 
testimony. Having to preach at ——- I 
was informed that a Baptist minister was 
conung to hear me. resolved to exert all 
my talents to overthrow his sentiments + 1 
said all T could against the doctrine of c 


* Mr. Luke Colling, a member of the Church at Bacup. 


This method [ think is unjustitiables imprudent, and 
hurtful, by what party soever it is adopted. It engenders 


evil tempers, increases the distance there is alreadydetween 


good men; it nourisiies evil passions, °gratitics pride, 
the parties concerned. | 
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chiefly by way of reproach, loading 
_.it-with monstrous and horrible inferetices 
| ‘and conseqtionces. The minister lét me 
= pass without reproof or correction, but God 
did not. 


Having to walle about. 
f home, I had time to reflect on-what I had 
been doing, powerfully convinced 
that Thad been speaking, against a doctrine 
hich had never considered nor examin-— 
ed, and therefore my conduct was highly 
criminal whether the doctrine was true or 
false. My spiritsnuk within me. I felt 
deep remorse I hope, godly sorrow | 
and true repentance before God. I took. 
the first opportunity of searching my Bible, 
and madeé use of the best means in my pow- 
to understand it, with prayer to God to 
_ enlighten my mind that I might not be dée-- 
_ ceived. By reading the epistles of St. Paul | 

_ to the Romans and Ephesians I saw iny | 
| error, and stood convicted of having blas- 
_ phemed the truth and sovereignty of God. 


and trembled ‘in his presence, 


~ 
. 


( 
\ 
/ 


adel not forbear ery ing, “wretch that I 


am, thus to speak against my maker and my 


clay, of the same lump to make one vessel 


unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 


and has not the sovereign of the universe a 
right to bestow his favours on whom he 
pleases and have mercy on whom he will 


have mercy?. Iffam not by grace chosen: 


in Christ to salvation, I never mnst be save 
ed, And dare I conclude that Tam inte- 


restéd in electing love, when I have been 
trampling the doctrine under my feet and_ 


representing it as the offspring of nell and 
nurse of licentiousness?”” 


Notw ithfanding I was now thoroughly 
convinced of the truth of election, I found 
my heart rise against it, because I knew it 
would set the Methodists against me, whom 
I dearly loved. Finding Opposition ii my 
mind to so plain a truth, I was again 
brought to the brink of despair. It now be- 
came my daily prayer, that whatever might 


be imy lot in this world, that God would. 


Has not the potter power over the 
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erates ine to. love the truth for the truth’s ®. 
suke, gin a few weeks, the beauty, the 
grace and the glory of the doctrine of e- 


lection appeared to my understanding with 


| such CONV incing efficacy, that [became ful- 


ly persuaded, as Lremain tothis day, that. 


election is the doctrine of the Bible, and 


that there can be no salvation without if. 
Even after this experience, (I record it 
withshame,) I felt inclined to conceal my 
views from the people, for fear of giving 
them offence. -Not long how everafter this 


event, the supetinitendant®thaught proper 
| to exclude me frony their edunections. 


The charge Drought against me was, 
that I (ocireumy ent underming 
thie characters of the preachers. At this 
time of life, i i cannot. be thought to write 
under any prejudice, or evil bis against 
thie people, but I must declare, that this 
charge was absolutely false and croundless, | 
This exclusion was in the year 1766. To 
be separated from a people I so dearly 
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Joved, proved a great afftiction to-me: Had 


TI not been cast out for what appeared to — 
me the truth of God, mny g erief had been. 


| 


I was now alone likea parrow upon the 
house top. I appeared. asaspeckled bird, 
with which others would not assemble I 


longed for the communion of sainissbut was 


ata loss where tofindagreeable connections. 
Bui though forsaken by many.of my friends 
yet the Lord did not. forsake me... Hestill 
disposed. people to hear me. preach, and 
continued, ence a month io visit Dean- 


head in Walsden, where. I had preached 


when in connection with the Methodists, 
and I preached at my own house on the 


other Lord’s day: Ina few months I was: 
brought acquainted with the friends at 


Accrington, of the Baptist denomination. 


This commenced by means 


— 


to continue preaching when he was nota member: of any 
visible church, I leave to.he determined by mea betier skille 
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ota a person=* from Accrington, coming as 
a servant intothe works cuperintended, 


He being of the Baptist- persuasion, the 


oldinance of Baptism was introduced at 


times in our conversation. Its nature, subs 


jects and mode being conspicuously and 
plainly rey ealed, in sack New Testament, 
and my mind being open to conviction, 1 


was seon convinced of its divine original, 


exceedingly pleased with iis appoiut- 


ment, and signification, so that in a little 
time, [ joined. the Baptist church at Ac- 
crington, then under the. pastoral | care of 
Mr. Charles Bamford, This was in 1767. 


Methodists and of his leaving them and 
joining the baptists, 1 find him elsewhere 


givinga more brief account, which, by com- 


parison may serve to correct or corroborate 
the preceding. It is contained in a ‘letter 


addressed to. the Rey. Daniel Bu rges, late 


* This person was Thomas Bury, that old disciple 


now living at Aatley ner Accrington, Whkodas been bending 
his steps toward's the heay r m more than haita. 
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Of Mr. Hirst’s connection with the 
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of Hall-fold, near W bhtworth, author of a 
work entitled “The Reconciler,.” which 
letter was designed as al kind of preface to. 
i reply to that work. Mr. Hirst thereio 
observes: “ my first knowledge ofsalvation — 
by through ihe redemption whichis 
in Christ Jesus, received from the Armi- 
nian Methodists, upon which account } 


entered among them. My little acquain- 
tance with the religious world led me to 
think, that they were the only spiritual 


people of God in the world. In process of 
time I began to exercise my gift among 
them and beeame one of their local preach- 


ers. Hereupon they soon perceived. that 


differed from them in my sentiments, 
particularly in the article of justification, 


which I held forth as being by the imputa- 
tion. of the righteousness of Christ, and 
received by faith. 


This doctine 1 had hebstvedl from the 


_word of God alone, but knew. not that I 
differed from them herein. Being greatly 
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not agree with 


grieved to find trae l d 
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thitie whom “I esteemed as the precious 
sons of Zion, 1 repaired’ to my God, and 


tomy Bible, hoping, if I was wrong, . 


should here be set right. Instead however 
of finding my opinion erroneous, | became 


confirmed, that Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness, to every ‘one 


that believeth. I kept close to the word 
of God, having little other help, : except. 


a few books written by the puritans and 


nonconformists.. By these { began to see 
a glimpse into the doctrines of particular 


election, and particular redemption, ef- 


ficaciousor invincible grace in regeneration 
the saints’ final perséveranée, &e. Our 
difference now began to be wider, and my 


grief increased 'proportionably. In order 


to please in my preaching, I sometimes 
endeavoured to omit or conceal the points: 
of difference, and then my conscience | 
galled me in a painful manner. q 


Not being able to concéal my views I 
was at last separated from the society. | 
I was now iverygrenty distressed. ‘Where 
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io Tind a pious people of my own. sentis 
ments knew not. [Thad indeed beard of 
the Baptists, but as: they were generally 
charged with having Jittle heart re- 
Tigion, Leave myselfno coneer naboutthem, 
Hiowever, proy identially. falling into | 
pany with one of (bat persuasion, and cons 
versing freely.on their sentiments, on the 
~ ordinance of Baptism, and their church or-, 
der, Iwas sOon conviine od that they had Bi 
ble authority for their warrant. Though I 
still formed a mean opinion of their prac 
tical piety, Lthought it my duty to join 
them, fam therclore at this line strict 
Calvinistic Baptist. | é 


The reader will recollect that when Mrnv 
Hirst became a Methodist he was opposed 
by Mv. Booth, one of his employers, but 
whoeventuallyjoined them himself. From 
this circumstance there was a very strong 
attachmen! formed between) the Mister 
and the servant. It isno matter of surprise 
then, if upou cnrbracing the doctrines of | 
Calvinism and the ordinance of believer's | 
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Mr. Hirst had to encounter much 
opposition again from the same quarter, | 


| Mr. Booth could scarcely bear the idea. 
f his leaving the Methodists, much less of 


his uniting withthe despised Baptists: He: 


considered the Independents as. more repu- 
table than the Baptistsand in process of time 


consented to hisjointng them. Mr, Hirst 
was resolyed to follow hisconscience. They 


appointed mecting to converse upon the 
subject. ‘This meeting they began and 
ended with prayer. The result was liberty 


of conscience to each. M r. Hirst might 


i now unite with the Baptists, or any othe v 


denomination, to which bis judgment led 


him, without more Opposition from 
Mr. Booth. 
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CHAP. IIL. 


Tncluding an cecount of Mr. Hirst, from his Baptism te 
his Settlement at his Bist year, to his 36th. 
| From 1767, to 1772 


- 


is neither uncommon. nor ‘unnatural 


preserye, a very peculiar strength of at- 
fection to the people, among whom they 
received their first religious Impressions ; 


~ 


joy. They view them as the excellent of 
the earth, in whom is all theirdelight. It 


with Mr. Hirst. Hehad been a consider- 


sought, with doubtful | suspense, and 


for the Lord’s children to feel, and to 


is not wonderful then, if this was the case 


able time inthe depthsof spiritual distress. — 
The way to heaven he had anxiously 


especially, . their impressions of hope and 
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great uncertainty. To his inward ex- | 
perience and external obedience, he had ‘ 
looked in vain for hope and comfort. Meet- 


| ing with the Methodists he found consola-_ 


tion. It is therefore no matter of surprise 


| that he should cleave unto them with pur- 


pose of heart. T hey shewed him the way 


| of life, and pointed him to the Lamb of | 


God, as the only sufficient Saviour of guil- 


| ty men; and was it any thing straiiige! or 
wonderful that he should say, “Iwill go © 
| with you, your people shall be my people — 
at and your God shall be my God?” It ap- 
"pears very evidently from the foregoing 
_ chapter that his heart was very closely 
unto them. Hence he left the con-— 
nection of Mr. Wesley’s people, with 
great reluctance, and sincere grief, be- 
| lieving that they were. the most spiritual . 
holypeople that God had under heaven. 
In his own account he proceeds thus:— 


“< When I joined the Baptists, I \was 


| firmly persuaded that they professed the 
; doctrines of faith and holiness, accordi ng 
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to the sacred scriptures’; but I thought the 
Methodists a much more excelle nt peop Jo, 


point of experience and practic dhe 
Calvinists coneluded better senti- 


ments, but the Arminians better. hearts 


and lives. This mistake was speedily rec- 


tified. I had not been long among ‘the 
Baptists before I found myse It to be a mere 


babe in religion, in comparison with them, 
who were indeed fathers in Christ, and in 
Israel. I shall be everlastingly thankful 
to God,. for Ieading me among them, 
and for the | received by 
their means, 


Made after I became a member of the 


church, [ was invited to. preach before 
them, that they might judee of my abilities 
for the minisiry. They heard me, and 


thought proper to encourage the exercise 
of my talents, and gave me their unqualifls 


edapprobation and authority to preach 
wherever | might be invited, There were 


afew members belonging to the ehurch at" 


Accrington, who resided near Chorley, iit 
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L T was appointed to preach 


for them one Lord’s day ina month. I | 
alsospent one Lord’s day in fourat Dean- 
| head, i in W alsden, about half way between 
Todmorden. and Rochdale, where I had 


preached when a Methodist. These with 
Accrington, and my own house near Eden- if 
field keptme employ ednearly every Lord’s | 


day. After I had begun to preach regu-— 


larly among the Baptists, I had a pressing | 


invitation to visit Brosely in Shropshire 


but as J continued still to superintend a 


manufactory, was not permitted or at 
lib¢rty toc omply, with the invitation.” 


tym about this period I believe that 


| the foi! owing circ wmstance transpired. ‘The 
Prdsbyterian mecting, at. Rochdale, was” 
| without a stated minister, for some time 
afier the removal of Mr. Bolton. Mr. 


invited Mr. tp supply 
them one Lord’s day. Other persons 


of influence were informed a supply would 
| come on the day meutioned, but were 
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ignorant of his name. On the day ap« 
pointed, Mr. Hirst arrived as the expected 
preacher, Mr. C—, near Cronkey-Shaw 
who kept, or had by some means obtained 
possession of thechapel key, {tr om principles 
of prejudice imbibed against Mr. let 
or his principles, or agauist Mr, 1 “Ty 
refused to admit him, ‘suffer him .to 
preach, This caused some alterc ation, but 
Mr. ‘T’—-r, procuring suitable iunplements 
opened the chapel doors, and introduced 
his preacher, Of.these unpleasant things 
Mr. Hirst knew nothing till he arrived on 
the spot, He preached iu the morning to 
acrowdedaudience, but fromexisting 
he refused to preach therein 
the afternoon, and published public ser- 
vice at the house of Mr. L Lord, 


This conduct was wise and prudent, and 
does credit tohis memory, He didnot, from 
principles of prejudice, refuse to, preach — 
for the Presbyterians when invited, and 
sensible of the fiame. kindied by his 
compliance, he did not, as one that dev 
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lights in s piachief, strive to blow the cou: 


of contention, or to keep the Heme alive. 


To return, 


| Mr. Hirst was now deeply aMicted by a 
sev ere and heavy irialk The hand ofa 
wi Ine, rightcous but mysterious providence, 
remoy ed from him a most excellent coms 
panion, During | the revolutions ‘and 
changes which his views and sentiments 


had undergone, his family had been in- 


ere: asing. Since their marriage, his wife 
had brought him five lovely children, name- 
ly, two boys and three girls, Many do- 
mestic joys and tepubles he undoubtedly 
experienced, though he has left no me- 

morandums of either, His mind was not 
that of Stoie, His teclings and affections 
were peculiarly tender, Family cares and 
comf orts would raise strong emotions in bis 
bosom. Hecould not retlect on the frequent 
indispositions of hisendea red partner, with-— 


out earnest prayer t to Jehovah, for his bless- 


ing and favour toa ito uid her. He was ready 


do sha the burden his com~= 
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panion, as well as her consolations, She 


was like a fruitful vine. by the sides of his 
house and his children beg ran to be like 


olive plants round about ‘i table. Mr. 


‘Hirst might now be promisingbimself many 


years of happiness i m his family, when he 


was suddenly called to a path of sorrow 
which he had not trod before. On_ this 


‘mournful occasion he bimself saysverylittle. 
Perhaps he remembered the Psalmist who, 


under a heavy. and painful stroke, says, 
“Twasdumb, I opened not my mouth be- 
cause thou didst it.” Not having experi- 
enced asimilar bereavement, I feel myself 
‘ unable to describe, what. a mind like that 
of Mr. Hirst would feel, when the desire 
of his eyes was taken away with a stroke. 
The following lines contain what he has 
recorded concerning this painf ul event. 


“In the year 1769 the Lord was pleaied, 
by means of a fever, to remove from me 
my affectionate and industrious wife, and 
1 was left with five small children, the 


oldest little above nine oo old, and the | 
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| 
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| voungest about fifteen months. This was 


1 trial to me , but the Lord di? not 
tangle ute, He was pleased to support 
mete der it. In reflection I have reason 
to I God, that he did net suffer me to 


be eins 0 as to be overcome by © 
any temptation, What he permitted, be 
enabled me to bear to the honour of his’ 
holy name,” Mrs, Hirst » was inthe thirty 
third year of her age when, we have reason” 
to believe, she init into the j jey of her 


Lord, 


It required more than common strength, 


to bear up the mind under the circum-— 
stances in which Mr. Hirst was now in- 
i volved. But the Redeemer’s grace was 
sufficient, bis strength was made perfect in 


weakness. Uecre isa poor man without 
any pleasing or promising prospects of a 
worldly nature, bereayed of his best com- 


-panion, in the bloom of life, left with tive 
stnall ehildren, dependant exclusiye ely up- 


on his labour for daily bread. He toils 
with iligence and assiduity Six 
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days in the week, and on , the Lord’s day, 


pecuniary’ reward, travels 
twenty, or thirty, or forty miles, to preach 


— the everlasiiug gospel to perishing souls. 


In the midst of his labours, privations, 
crosses and troubles, he blesses God for 


yy i genuine spirit and happy effect of true re- 
ligion exemplified! Ye careless ones; ye 
scoffers at religion; ye infidels; behold 
% here what religion is, and what it can do! 

— dtsmooths the rugged path of life, cheers 


i | 


mibd under the Prospect and pains of 
death. 


therewith to be content. He did not count 
his life dear to himself, ‘so that he might 
finish his course with joy. He knew the 
value of religion, first by the want of it, 


his preservation from sin. See here the | 


the gloom of ade ersity, and fortifies the 


Mr Hirst with Paul in every state. 


and thea by an experimental acquaintance 
its nature, influence, enjoyments and 
supports, iis circumstanceés, however, 
were such, that it was needful for him to 
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J change his alah as soon as he could with | 


prudence, propriety and advantage. In 
this case, he committed himself to God | 


| by: fervent prayer, and he provided for him 
another helpmeet instead of her he had re- 
mov ed; of whom he writes thus, i 


“In about eight months God provided 


for me a pious wife, and for my dear babes’ 


an affectionate mother.” The person re- 
ferred to was Miss Martha Cocker who had | 
liv ed i in the neighbourhood of Tocholes, 


| near Blackburn, but now resided near 


Chorley. She was in her forty-third 


_ year, and lived with her brother in the ca-. 
pacity of housekeeper. Mr. Hirst becoming 
> amenmber ‘of the same church with her, 

) and being called to preach in the neigh- 


where she resided, an acquain= 


tance commenced between them, which | 
was consummated in marriage, | 


Miss Cocker was born of religious parents 
of the ind ependent persuasion, They took 


particular care of her education and she 


began to remember her Creator in the days 
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of her youth. she dared to 


part from the creed of her parents in the. 


article of infant baptism, and upon a pubs 


lie profession of her faith, was baptized at 
Oakenshaw, by Mr. Henry Lord, in the 


nineteenth year of her age. She was one 
of the first members of the church in that 
place, which had no settled pastor for fif- 


teen or sixteen years afier her baptism. 


Here she continued a steady and an honour- 


able member, until she was dismissed tothe. 


church at Bacup in the spring of 1773. 
‘The imsertion of her recommendation from 


the one church to the other, will not be 


deemed} improper. 


“The church of Christ at Accrington, 
to the church of Christ at Bacup, wishes 


_ grace, mercy, and peace, may be multiplied 


unto vou through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Dear Brethren, 


WwW our dear sister, 
Martha Hirst, has desired her dismission 
from us toy ou, torjust and proper reasons, 
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aw hie +h we need not mention. We there- 
; fore dismiss her f rom our community, and | 
| recommend hera as an honourable member, | 
and worthy of your care. We hope 
will reccive her in the Lord, not only as a_ 
| member but asa motherin the house of God 
and that you will behav mutually towards 
| eae ‘h other as such. This is the sincere de- 
> sire of your affectionate brethren i in Christ. 


4 ‘Signed by us in the name of the rest, — 
Charles Bamford, Pastor. 
| | J ohn Cocker. 
Giles Marsh. 
1h R obert Westell. 


| rom this period Mrs. Hirst 
3 7 : | a peaceable, upright member of the church 
4 | at Bacup, till she beheld it bereaved of its 
’ | pastor in the death of her husband. Such 
' a stroke she could not lox survive. It 
| was tvo much for her feeble frame to bear 
a ‘She had been very much debilitated for. 
i many years. To indulge her with religious 
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opportunities ae public nature, Mr. Hirst | 
freq uently preached at his own house in the 


there tor some time 


points of Calvinism. 


evenings and the weekly meeting was held 


exclusively. ‘Her © 


views of divine truth soared to the highest 


confidence in 


God was generally such | as to exclude tore 


menting fears. She possessed a very ten- 7 
der conscience and her fear of God was 3 
attended with good-will towards men. 
Considerivg her means she was liberal in 4 


the extreme. 


Herdaughter-in- lay} Who lived with her 
above thirty years, speaks of her as a very © 


humane woman, as an 


and 


tionate wile, asa kind loving and tender © 


mother, and as a very 


sincere and godly © 


christian. Such testimony strictly true, — 


reflects net only an honour on the testifi ier, i 
and on. the deceased, but redounds to the 
olory of that grace, by which her character 
was formed. She was very much affected — 


at the funera of her 
writer ot these lines she 


husband. To the : 
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7 deal my hisband!* 
| have lost a good husband! O! 1 long to be 
| with him in glory, with Jesus! O my dear 
dear husband!” She visibly declined till 
a about the 24th of. June, 1815, when she 
: hegan to sink rapidly. On the 30th, she ¥ 
| bade adieu to all her cares and sorrows; to- 
all her pains and fears, and gently fella- 
: sleep i in the arms of Jesus. She had been | 
seventy years on her pilgrimage for the > 
heay yenly country. She has finished her 
| COUTSe, she has kept the faith, and has 
received, we trust, the crown of righteous-_ 
.- “ness and of glory, that fadeth not away. 
She now dwells with Jesus, with angels 
a with the spirits of just men made perfect — 
and with the spirit of her dear departed 
husband. for evermore. 


To return to the memoir of Mr. Hirst. 
None of the changing scenes of divine 


| proyidence, experienced by Mr. Hirst, - 
interrupted his ministerial services. As_ 


the cares of his family, during his widow- | 


devyoly ed wholly upon himself, the 
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Claims of his child ren on hisattention might 


have furnished an excuse for declining his 


-itinerating labours, especially, when it is 
remembered, that the remuuerations he 
received, never exceeded, but often fell 
short of his tray elling expences. da- 
-bours were truly labours of love, to the 
precious souls of men. | He was subject to 
great disadvantages and dificulties iu 
preaching the gospel. ‘The places which 


he visited were, many of them, from ten 
to twenty miles distant from his residence. 


Great responsibility attached to his situa- 
tion, as a servant, as the care of a large 
share of the concern, in which he was em- 
ployed, devolved upon him. His masters 
having tried him, put great confidence in 


his abilities and integrity, and required 
him at his post from Monday morning to 


“Saturday night. He was therefore obliged 
_to redeem bis time for study, chietly from 


the hours which others devoted to rest; and | 
to set out early ona Lord’s day morning to 5 


the place of preaching, a and to return home 
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after the services of the day. The of! 


Christ, and of precious souls, constrained iF 


him to these uncommon exertions. Though — 
he loved to preach, he knew it would*yot 


provide bread for his children; and theres 
_ fore he was diligent in business as well as_ 


fery ent in spirit, serving the Lord, He 
may be regarded asan example of diligence 


and fidelity to servants; and usa pattern 


to preachers in his disinterested and un- 
woaried exertions,. On Mondays he gen-— 


erally attended the market at Rochdale, 


‘ | 10 make purchases of pieces, wool, &c. 
the evening he would 
qj ride several mites out of his way home, to 
i preac h the gospel te poor sinners. His sit- 
uation ofien threw bim into the eompany of 
men who would lay snares for him and iry 


§ whether his religion was proof against the 


| temp: alions of a sumptucus dinmes, a free 
bottle and merry company. Mr. Hirst by 
divine grace was enabled to. withstand 
ey ‘ery aliack. endured the test, and 


evinced his religi: to be of God. He 
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90 
frequently rode from Rochdale, in coms 
pany with Mr. L—e of Haslingden, who, so 
far as religion was not concerned was a very 
_agreeable companion. Oneevening having 3 
agreed to return from market together, 
~ Mr. L—e lingered, deferred and delayed ‘ 
preparation, till Mr. Hirst became uneasy 
Impatient and importunate to be going. 
Mr. L. in a free, jocular manner, said, 
“what is all this haste and hurry, Mr. Hirst? 
All is in good time yet sir. What! you 
want to go home to your praying. That 
is the whole reason of your haste I daresay. 
You want to be at your religion again.” 

“Very well, sir,” said Mr. Hirst“ suppose — 
_ it isso, isitany crime.? Do not you pray? 
Ought we not to pray and attend to the © 
duties of religion ought to be desirous 
when my businessisfinished to return tomy | 
family to read and pray with them. This — 
Ithink is my duty, and yours too sir, is it 
not?” Mr. L. changed countenance and 
with some degree of confusion waved | 
ithe point and “changed the — and. : 
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they rode howe tegether. None of his acs 
quaintance, who knew of thiscircumstance 
would afterwards dare to banter Mr. Hirst: 
on the subject of religion. It is not proper 
nor prudent to introduce religion into all 
companies and upon all occasions.. Some _ 
by this means have done it great disservice | 
and brought it and themselves into great 
disrepute, if not into contempt. But of. 
_ this Mr. Hirst was rarely guilty. He was | 
f not, indeed, ashamed to:own his religion, 
in any company, if it was introduced or 
himself attacked on acceunt of it. He 
might, with as much propriety as any one I 


have have adopted those lines of. 


if a proper hour appear - 
Dil uot be overaw’d; 
But let the scoffing sinners hear 
That I can speak for God.” 


| ‘The subject of this memoir, continued» 
| for years after his baptism to be employed 
in the concerns of business, and yet heseized. 
every opportunity iu his power of preach- 
ing the gospel to his fellowsiuners. In| 
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the summer of 1772, Mr. Joseph Piccep, 
the pastor of the Baptist chu rch, at Bacup, 


became u unable to discharge the duties: of 


hisofiice by axon, of heavy and continued 
aflictions. i The church,” says Mr. Hirst, 
“applicd io me for assistance. But there 


hay ing b eon some dill: rences between the 


church at Ac crington, and the church at 
Bacup, Iwas forbidden, to help ihem, till 
these differenc es had been adjusted.” 


Phe church at Bacup, | had admitted to 


their communion, a person who had pre- 
viously been excluded from the church at 
Accrington, ‘This westhe ground of 
plaint between the iwe churches, Mr. 
Piceop had written to the associated imi- 
nisters, in W orcestershire, for their a ivi ice 
in the iggy Ile received an answer, from 
the Rev. Law Butierworih, of Eve- 
sham, who sill remains the venerable pas- 
tor of thedirst plist chure} ‘Rom that tow 


As the | corre spoudent Cone er ning th: w4 


may throw light upe: ihe dise/ 
ipline of tlie Baptivi churches at that (ime, 
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i will transcribe a part of it. A letter from 
| Mr. Law Butterworth, Evesh ram = dated 
June 
«To the church of Christ at ihe: 
under the Pastoral care of Mr. /doseph 
Pice ‘ops their unworthy b srother in the gos- 
pel, Law Butterworth, sendeth Clirietian 
Salutation, Wishing vou grace, mercy and 
peace from God, the Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ 
W hereas you intrusted me, to present 


| to the Association held at Bewdley, 


W hitsunweek, a case drawn up by your 
| worthy pastor, relative to brother John 
Ainsworth, and his situation with respect 
to the church at Accrington, T hisisthere- 
| } fore to inform you, that I had no opportu- 
nity for discharging the trust repesed in 
but have done that which is similar. 
| haye showed your case tothe Rey. Mr. Bed- 
dome, a man of singular abilities, and tomy 
two brothers of Cov entry and Bromsgrove, 
and their judgment is as. follows; (vin'd 
‘That the church applied to for admittance 
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by bro ther Aineworth send a per- 


son to ‘ourch at. Accrington, whe 

they Hold: mecting, and there j 

quire, (ef cr first showing brother Ains-_ 


worth’s ann ‘ication. for the 
reasons for cuiting him off, from: their 
church: and ifsatisfaction cannot be obtain- 
ed, ay reguest of the church, that they 
send one or two of their members to the 
church at Bacup, when brother Ainsworth 


is present, and if upon due examinatien it 
appears he was dealt with in an unjust 


manner, the church at Bacup is at liberty 

torecciye him into their communion, being 

satisfied with bis principles, experience and 

practice as a christian. Tam, 

Your affectionate brother i in Christ. 
Lae Butterwor th.” 


When the church at Bacup applied to 
Acerington as above directed they were ; 
charged wiih ba: ing admitted John Ai 
wor the Lord ‘ssupper before they bad 
into his .ca-e. In a leticr before 
me his exclusica is justified, the church at 
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Bacup condénjned for receiving hig and 
sending so far abroad for advice. “Your 
conduct’’say t ley “isa oreat reproach upon 
“aus, a greater upon yourselves, and | 
of all upon God.” 
Signed, Charles Bamford, 
Join First.” 


“The Church Bacup i in a reply confess 
ihey had acted imprudently and profess 
repentance, but justify their seeking ad vice 
of distant ministers, they wish J. Ainsworth, 
and the church at Accrington to be recon-. 
ciled and resolve to have no.mere dispute 
by letter on this affair. 


The reader is left to.censure or justify. 
cither party, as his judgment may direct, 
It. certainly is a fault too common in the 
present day, forone church to countenance 
or admit the or excluded mem- 
bers of aucther, without sufficient caution, 
Tnqt y and examination. In proportion | 
as th © evil prevails, it emboldens offenders, 
cuts 1 .c sinews of Godly fear, damps the 
ardour of brotherly love, and tempts 
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churches (o slacken the reins of Bible dis- 


eipline., The two churches remained un- 


reconciled to each other till an application 
was made, by the fri ids at Bacup, for the 
assistance bf Mr. Hirst. This produced al 
meeting of the parties, and the affair was 
mutw setibe cis from the iwo 


follow: letiers | ii 


“From ike church of Christ at Bacup, 
under the aon care of Joseph Piccop, 
to the churce Christ at Accrington, send 


greeting. 


We hay e this day Lad; meeting 


which has becn well attended. We have 
unanimously agreed to petition you to al- 
low Mr. Jolin Hirst torassist us at times in 


the work of the miuuisiry, aS our minister 
is not capable of supplying us as usual, nor 
is he likely {to coutinue long i in the body. 


As you signified that there were some 
obstacles in the way, we are very willing 
they should be rein oved, and matters: 


\ 


pettied upon a right oundation, 
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We humbly desire, ifwe know ourselves, 

that we may be brought to see our mis- | 

takes i in every thing we have been guilty — 

of against you. We remain your affec- 
tionate brethren i in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


thi day of June, 1772. | 


‘Signed by us in ibe vie of the rest, this 


J useph Piccop, Pastor 
| Thomas Butterworth, 
Adam Heyworth, 
i R obert Heyworth, 
| J ames He yecorth, 
George He owarth, | 
| J ohn Hardman, 
in J loseph Her yreood, 
Amor Ainsworth, 
diam Dawson, 
J Mayal.” \ 


A pe ‘sonal interview took place in the 


Gourse ofa day or two, as the following 
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letter Is dated only five »days subsequent to 
the preceding. a 


“This is to certify, that as the church 


of Christ at Bacup, in the judgment of. 


those churches united in association, in 
Yorkshire and Lancashire, has been look- 
ed uponasa disorderly one; ; we, the church 
Christ at Accrington, applied to 
for assistance in their present necessity, 


laid before them the difficulties which pre- 


vented a prompt compliance. A meeting 
of the two churches was called. lt was 
attended from Accrington by the pastor, 
two deacons, and other members. The 
church at Accrington stated their charges, 


and the church at Bacup, after well 


weighing and considering them, saw their 


sin, and freely and plainly acknowledged 


it. After thisthe chure h covenant, sign- 


ed by the at Accrington, was 


read over, and the friends at Bacup de- 
clared their approbation of it, and wished 
to be gov erned by similar rules. lg 
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Signed by us, the church at Accrington, 
q in ‘the name and on the behalf of the rest. 
te Richard Ashworth, 

William Roe, 

| Richard Pilling, 

John Hirst.” 
The writer will not affirm absolutely, 4 
i that this letter from Accrington, which is 
évidently designed to recommend the 
church at Bacup, to the friendship and af- 
fection of other churches, assumes too 
much authority, f and attaches too much 
importance to its, decisions, It is possible 
they might think, their recommendation: 
of sufficient weight toremove the reproach, 
with which the church at Bacup had long 
been burdened, It is possible also, for 
. persons under the influence of necessitous 
5 | circumstances S, to confess faults of which, — 
| in other r situations, they could not 
themselves guilty. However, Mr. Hirst 
was now allowed to pre ach for the church | 
at Bactip._ ite observ CS 
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“It was on the last Lord’s day in J une, 
that I began te preach in the Baptist chapel 
at Bacup. I found the chure ‘hinavy ery low 
and disordered. states ery few people 
had attended latterly upon the preaching 
ofthe word. But the very first day lL of- 
ficiated the chapel was filled, the inhali- 
tants around bégan to come in to the help 
of the Lord in a most astonishing manner,” 


This might be occasioned partly by a 
spirit of curiosity. Mr. Hirst had fre- 


quently preached int Bacup w hena 


thodist. Numbers on that account would 
flock to hear him, when, in the same 


village he mounted the pulpit of one who 
was a decided calvinist. But we hope 


many gttended from no ler motives, and 
heard him with inquiring souls, saying, 
“What must we do to he saved?” | Mr. 
Piccop died in September the same year. 


Soon after that ev ent, the church united 


In giving the subject of these memoirs an 


* Let the recollect. Mr. Dist was a ne mbes at 
Acerin gton, 
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ingitadion to the office. The let- 


ter to the church at Accrington on this 


occasion, after the usual form of salutation 


proceeds (huss “Ww e return you thanks for 
the fav ours you have already shown to us. 
Wi ¢ feel sensible, in a measure, of the 
great things God has done for us in bring-| 
ing us to so good an agimeabins with you | 
and allour sister churches, Weare great- | 

ly thankful for the services of our brother | 

Hirst, hy w hose labou rs we have been | 

much edified. ‘His coming amongst us we | 
believe is of the Lord, without whom we | 


7 not that any one should settle with | 


Our congregation is greatly enlarged, 


we are greatly comforted by his ministry 
| | nue feel happy in the prospect ofa nearer 
-relation. With his consent, we humbly | 
| petition the favour of his dismission from — 
| you to us, that we may, according to the’ iq 
| scriptures, call him to take the ov ersight 1 
of ug in the Lord, helieving him to be one 
that God has designed aud prepared for us, 
| And. as a token of gratitude to God, furso— 
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ereata favour to such unworthy creatures, 


‘we intend to render his life agreeable so 
far as we have it in our power, by behav- 


ing to him properly, both i in things spirit- 
ual and temporal, 


November 1772, Signed &e. Xe. 
Curiosity prompts enquiry. In answer 
to the question, what kind of reeommen- 
dation did the church at Accrington give 


to Mr. Hirst? the following letter i is sub- 
joined. 


“The shurch of C hrist at Accrington, | 


‘to the church of Christ at Bacup, ‘send 


creeting.. 

| ‘Some time ago you 
applied to us in great necessity, forthe help — 
of our friend and brother John Hirst, in 
ministering the word of life unto you. Up- 
on the agreement of the two churches, it 


“gave us pleasure to do all in our power for 


you. Qur dear brother. some years ago, 
was received into fellowship with us, as a 
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private member; after which his public: 


7 gifis were tried, and well approved of by 


us, He has been honourable, comfortable 
and useful among us, both 4s a christian, 
and as a minister, on which account we are: 


pained and distressed when we think of 


parting with him. But considering the 
cause of Christ at large, your present cir- 
cumstances, and the prospects of his more | 
extensive usefulness among you, wedismi:s: 
him from our communion to yours, and. 
recommend him as worthy of your sincere 
and affectionate regards, | praying that. 


his labours may be mercifully blessed 


mong you, and that you may contribute | 
_ allin your power to make him comfor table, | 
we recommend as our highly es- 
teemed brother in the Lord. : 


Sioned by us in the name of the rest. 
December 3rd 1772. 


Charles Bamford, 
Nicholas Marsh, 
Giles Marsh, 
Richard Pilling. 
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fle now became amember of the church 


at Bacup, and was urged to become their 
pastor also, without delay. He cheerfully 
complied aud was ace ording to the pre- 


vailingy, and it is presumed, scriptural cuss 


tom among dissenters, regularly, ordained 


on the lasi day of December 1772. Respect- 


ing these services Mr. Hirst says:— 


“My late the Rey. Charles 
Bamford, asked the usual questions, re- 
quired the professiou of faith, and also gave 
the charge- The Rev. John Fawcett, of 


Wainsgate, offered: the ordination prayer, 
and the Rev. John Nuttall, of Goodshaw, 


preached to the people. This was a time 


of great profi to many, and of great humi- 


liation to me.’ 


Mr. Hirst felt the weiglt and importance 
of the work to which he : was now called, 
and the great responsibility attached to his” 


office. Notwithstandin his eminent ta- 
lents; his long standing in the church ; his 


many and successful bahohies, and the ma- 
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(uvity of his years and experience he enter- 


ed. u 
( 
hess, 


pon the pestoral office under a strong | 
iction of his unfitness and unworthi- 
and with fear and much. trembling. 


Thus began the stated labours of John— 
Hirst in the village of Bacup, to which 


he | w 


| M 
for 


as sO long and SO ee a blessing. 


Bamford Mr. Hirst retained 
ach other a strong, sincere and lasting © 
tion, As the former has been 


Bx mentioned, it may gratify some of my 


§ readers, if this chapter is closed with a short 


ace ount of him. 


Mr. Bamford was born in 1727, at Lower- 


| shore, 


about three miles North East of 
idale. parents were placed ina 


happy medium between the extremes of 


weal 
in th 


th and poverty. They were regular 
eir attendance on the service of the 


chureh of England. In his youth Mr. 


Bam 
_ pray 


ot Ge 


ford gave sufticient proof of the de- 
ity of his nature. Destitute of the fear 
vd, he took’ great pleasure in the paths 
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of ihiquity. But God who i is rich in mercy. 
did not abandon him to sin and ruin. = In 
his own time he brought him to repentance. 
When he was about eighteen he attended 
the wicked and cruel diversion ofa cock- 


fight. Onthis occasion as usual there was 


abundance of swearing. Having heard of 
«hell, it forcibly struck his mind, that the 


place he was in must be a resemblance of | 


it. He was instantly | seized with strong 
and powerful convictions, respecting his 
own guilt and danger. | He immediately 
renounced the wicked | practice in which | 
they were all engaged and in the face of © 
all present made a peculiar sacrifice to | 
contirm that renunciation. 


| Thei impression made ¢ on his mind at this 
time was not transient like the morning 


cloud or early dew. It was serious, powerlul 


and la sting. For some time it nearly unfitted 
him for his usual labour, and partly ber-a- 


_yed him of his fco land sleep. He reform- 


ed his life, forsook his wicked companions, 
and earnestly sought perce with God. 
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But being ignorant of the new sail living 


way, in which alone peace can be enjoyed, 
he remained some time on the brink of des- 
pair. In this state of mind, he frequently — 


fields, sigking, weeping and bemoaning 


| Hence i inaftew years he changed his opi- 


_ Bamford concluded that he must be greatly 
different from the preachers on whom he 
| 

found considerable relief. He now began 


an Independent minister, at Hall-fold, near 
Whitworth. Here he found a degree of 


wandered about in the adjoining woods and 


his pitiable and wretched state. The late 
Rev. Mr. Grimshaw, of Haworth, was, 
at that time, in the midst of his indefatiga- 
ble labours and abundant success. Reports 
spread farand wide concerning him. Mr. 


attended. He went to hear him and he 
to attend upon the labours of Mr. Burges, | 


peace and joy in believing, and united 


with the church in 1748. He studied the 
Bible for himselfand made it his only guide. 


nions respecting the ordinance of infant 


baptist. He therctore left Hall-fold, and 
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Lord, at LB: veup, by whom he was baptiz- 


his talents, in preaching among his friends 
and neighbours, but priv ately, for fear of 
persecution, Insome time he w as invited 
tv Hdalifax and was se ttled over the infant 
cause of tbe Baptists in that town, where 
he coutinued about: five years. He left 
ilalifax and removed to Oakenshaw, May 

15th 1761, and was ordained over the 


tree, on this occasion preached to the peo- 
ple from Eph. SV... ‘Mr. Bamford was 
the first pastor of this church, and their 


number at lis was fourteen. 


Previous to the year 1759, they had been 
supplied chiefly, by Mr. Henry Lord 


‘rom, Bacup. Here Mr. Bamford, April 


i6th 1763, married Mrs Helen Taylor, 


| on the ministry of Afr. ‘Heary. 
i ed in March 17506 and called to the minis | 


try along. with the Rey. Mr. Jas. Turner 
date of Birmingham. He at first exercised 


‘chureh there Sept- ‘7. 1761. Mr. Crab- 


a pious idow, ithe mother of his only child 


the present Mrs. Hill. In a few years a 
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new meeting house was erected at Accrings 
ton, as a more eligible and convenient 
situation and the and pastor remo- _ 
| ved thither from Oakenshaw. Something 
| rather unpleasant eccuring at Nodiietels, 
| Mr, Bamford removed, Dec. 9th 1774, to 
Tottlebank, a place situated in the most 
| northern point of Lancashire. Here he 
was much beloved by the people, but he 
left them in about four years, though they | 
much wished his continuance. Mr. Hirst 
and others blamed him very much for this 
part of his conduct. He alledged, for his 
only exeuse, his concern for the souls of 


his relations, who were perishing for lack 


of knowledge, and his desire to be instru- 
mental in converting them from the error | 
of their way. He therefore took up his 
residence among them. At Hey-barn near 
the place of his birth, a small chapel was 


built, chietly by his means, and he conti- 


nued to preach there for more than four- 
teen years with very little evidence of 
success, He had forgotten that, a prophet 
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is not without honour, save in whid own coun 
try and among his own kin. 


i 
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Mrs. Bamford was removed from him © 
by the hand of death on the 28th. of April | 
1793. She is said to’ have “died sweetly i 
in the love of Jesus, w ith sttong confidence | 
of her interest in his atoning blood ”. Not- 
withstanding these heavy triads, his happiest 
and most naciiel days were his last, God 
having provided some better things for 
him in his latter end. About this time he 
was invited to succeed Mr. Bruce, at Pole | 
Moor, near Slaithwaite. Here he was © 
more active, useful and happy than in any 
former place. His m ministry was well at- © 


tended, and much blessed. He himself 


was highly esteemed among the people, |} 
for his work’s sake. The meeting house — 
was in debt and he was very diligent in 
seeking the liquidation of it. In 1796, he 
spent the month of September i in London, | 
soliciting the assistance of the opulent 
friends of religion towards the removing ' 
of their burden and he brought home a © 
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October dist, 1796. 


goodly sun. After giving an 
account of this j journey, he adds:— 


«We have reason to rejoice and be © 
thankful. We have a large congregation 
of attentive hearers. This is a wonder to_ 
| ourselves, to our neighbours, and to our 
sister churches, I had never such a pros-_ 


pect of usefulness since I entered upon the 


| ministry. We have had twenty added this — 
summer, and I expect a number more at 
our church meeting, next Friday. I have 
the affections of the church, and of the 
_ congregation, which circumstance tendsto 


make me both comfortable and useful. I 


never had. so much pleasure and liberty in 


the pul pit before, as I generally experience 


|} now. But Iam, in the midst of all, sen- 
sible of my yileness and unworthiness, and 
that Iam still ina worldof changes. Hence 


I rejoice with trembling. 


om, my dear Brother, 
| ‘Your’ 8 in Jesus, 


Charles Bamford.” 
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old man popular, useful 
and respected to his death, which happen- 


ed on the 4 th of Sept. 1804. He had lived 
77 years, had been a preacher 49 years 
and five months, and pastor of the church 
at Pole-Moor, more than LL years. He was 
suce eeded by Mr. W ebster, who is alsa 
favoured | with it crowded audience, and 


pleasing success. Of his predecessor he 


writes thus: — 


“Mr. Hatnford sinditd truth for himself, 
and had courage ae. to declare his 
views concerning i According to the 
modern expressions, the was in sentiment, 


a high Calvinist, but he was a lover ofall 
good men. It is said, that, in private con- 
versation he had few equals. ‘Those who 


knew him best declare that he entertained 
avery great esteem for his brethren in the 
ministry. Tle was aman of strict integrity, 


in whom you might confide with safety.” 
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MEMOIR. 
CH AP. IV. 
Chutaining an of his Ministry at his 


ordination to the building of the present Meeting-honse, 
From his 36th to his 75th year, or from the close of 1772, 


to the commencement of 1811. 


mu E Lord promised by his servant Jere- 


_miah that he would give his churches | 
pastors after his own heart that should | : 


| feed them with knowledge and understand- | 


ing, None of Jehovah’s words fall to the | 


ground unaccomplished. In all genera-— 


tions, he has provided a constant succession | 
of faithful pastors and teachers, for the — 


z perfecting of his saints, for the work of © 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body, — 
of Christ. The same ministers are not suf- 
| fered to continue in the church militant by — 
: reason of death. “Our Fathers, where are 
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they ? the prophets, do they live for ever?” 
However he, who has the residue of the 
spirit, raises up and qualifies others to suc- 
ceed them. The ,ministry of the gospel 
shall continue while time endures. When 
Elijah is translated, Elisha catches the 


falling mantle and a double portion of the 


prophet’s spirit rests upon him. Thus, a — 
Crossley is succeeded by a Piccop,** and 7 
when a Piecop’s work is finished, his place 
is amply filled by the abilities of John Hirst. 
Before one instrument is removed another | 
is provided to accomplish God’s purposes | 
of love and mercy towards the aay oured ol 
Vv lage of Bacup. 


We have seen. by what steps Mr. Hirst 
was brought to the knowledge of himself, 


and spiritual things; and by what means 
he was brought to accept of the pastoral 


office over the. church at Bacup. He re- 
marks, “I entered upon the office with 
much My only confidence 


an account of Messrs. Crossley and Piccop, see 


— the History of the Church in the Appendix, 
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| | 
was in God, who has promised strength 
equal tothe day. I have ever found God | 
faithful and he is yet my hope. The first 
time we sat down to the Lord’s Table, we 
had six added to the church, and, for six- 
teen years or more, we seldom administer- 
ed the Lord’s supper without an increase 


| off members.” 


When Mr. Hirst became patie the 
chu rch consisted of about fifty-five members 
but they lay ina very scattered state. Five 
of them resided at Bolton, some were old 
and infirm and others lived at a great 
| distance. Several members were sinking 
under age and infirmity and about five of 
the above number did not subscribe to the 
|. invitation given Mr. Hirst. Probably, the 
number of those, who were able and incli- 
ned to attend upon public worship together, 
did not exceed thirty. However, the Lord 
was pleased to multiply them, by adding — 
to them such asshould besaved. Jan. 31st 
1773, six were received into fellowship. 

Api 4th five had names and places g given 
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there had ~been, in the meeting 


This custom lias been continued at Good- 
shaw; to the close of 1814, and it’ ‘was not 


May 30th four more 


were admitted; and July 25th totwoothers 


the. right hand of fellowship was given. 
Thus did God ‘bless the commencement of 
the. labours of Mr. Hirst in the church at 
Bacup. indeed, a ministry which is begun 
and prosecuted with self-diffiderice and 
the prayer of faith is seldom ‘unsuccessful, 
God , communicates the spirit, produces 
the, ,exertion. and ‘crowns. his 


‘In Piecop'sfintie, daring 


house, but ‘one sermon | on a Lord’s Day. 


‘Hirst rst proposed, orthe church 
requested, more than’ ‘one 'sermon 


| 
| 
| 
i 
Sacup. WiLnoUt some 
thou to | motion. He 


‘two sermons on Lord 
day all the year round, tude 


i That may observe somé order,” 
| he, “in, Tayi ing my thoughts before you, f 
first examine some of those 
that I have heard, for two sermons a day, 
_ and then give my reasons for one.” He — 
then proceeds to examine, and with great a 
zeal attempts to refute four argiiments in 
_ favour of twosermons, and then advances 
four, as he thinks, undeniable reasons, for 
one sermon only in a day. Many of my 
readers will think, thatsuch time and pains 
| had been better spent, in communing with 
_ his own heart, and supplicating the divine 
throne, and leaving the people to consult 
the general good. and convenience of the 
whole; and then to.act.as they, should find 
itexpedient, . This debate wes,in Neyem- 
 ber1773, the first winter after,Mr. ,Hirst’s 
ordination.; ‘Thegood. man lost his cause, 
for Mr, Hirst, says “I preached, generally 
three times every Lord’s day, and,often 
on week, But if 
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sermons a day was an evil not to be tole- 


rated what shall we say of three. I know 
not the precise time when Mr. Hirst relin- 


quished his employment and removed from 


Edenfield. I find him subscribing a letter. 


upon church business, from Edentfield, 
May Lsth. 1773. Sometime in the course 


of that summer r he removed into Broch- 


clough, near N ew-church, in Rossendale, 
and in about twelve months after that, he 
removed into Rockclitfe wood in the : icini- 
ty of Bacup. Thefirst records of the church 
under his own hand are dated, April, 3rd. 
1773, but to the close of 1774, the accounts 


seem to have been kept jointly, between 
him and Mr. George Howarth. 


The necessary expences of Mr. Hirst’s 


family upon the most frugal and economi- 
cal plan, would far exceed any stipend he 
could expect to receive from his people. 


He thought proper therefore to engage a 


little in business. To what extent he risk- 
ed capital IT am not prepared to say, 


but divine providence permitted all 
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schemes and projects to miscarry, and he 
lost his all, by enibarking in trade. His 
friends had trusted him with property that 
was lost along with his own. He writes to 
Mr. Rider of Amsterdam, August 17th. 
1775, in the following manner. | 


«Sir 
| Las To my ho small surprise I 
received back, on n Saturday last, my drafi t 


upon you.— | 


Now, my dear Rider what must I do with 
my friends. Ihave not wherewith to pay 
them myself. I therefore beg, if you can 
with honour to yourself, let me have less 
or more towards what is owing. The per- 
sons drawn in, by my means, are my spe- 
cial friends. They did not know you, but 
through my recommendation they were 

willing to do all they could for yom: 


in whet I have done for you, I hiews 
studied your advantage more than my own. | 
Icommend you to God and pray you may 
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be supported under your difficulties. Tre. 


your sincere ell-wisher 


| This k letter willappear very defectiy e in 
the ey ye ofa T radesman, There is little 
in it that the mere manof business will ap- 


plaud. But.it certainly savours of a spirit 


as much su periorto that, of trade, as heaven 
isto the earth. Mr. Hirst has acknow- 
ledged, that he was preserved from the 
vaol by the hand of friendship. ‘He now 
relinquished business, in which very few 
godly ministers have engag ced with success. 
No man that warreth entangleth himself 
in the affairs of this life. As his children 
became able he sect them to work, nor did 
he disdain the loom himself. He could 
have addressed his people in the language 
of the Apostle. “Ye know that “these 
hands have administered to my 


and to them that were with ‘me.” ‘The 


hand of diligence, frugality, and the bless- 
ing of God, extricated from 
difficulties. discharged his debts, 


‘Jonx: Hirst. 
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satisfied all his | He could not re- 
deen his credit and his character, for they — 
were never lost, or forfeited. His chil- 


7 | dren became less burdensome, his salary 
increased, his’ friends multiplied, and his 


embarrassments fled away asthe mist before 
the rising sun, and thenceforward the 


was his sole employment. 


During the first year of Mr. Hirst’s 


ministry at Bacup, he, and several other | 
“ministers of the Baptist denomination, — 
chiefly Mr. Fawcett, preached the gospel 
at Rochdale, with great acceptance and — 
success. Several persons convineed of 
their duty became candidates fur baptism. | 
In the month of October nine persons, up- 
| ona profession of their faith, were baptized 
in the river, at Rochdale, in the presence 
of a vast concourse of people. Mr. Hirst 
| xdministered the ordinance, and Messrs, 

Crabtree, Bamford, Greenwood, &c. ad- _ 

| dressed the multitude at the same time, | 
proper distances from.each other; Mr, 
| Greenwood stood. the and 
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with an amazing loud voice, spoke on | 


the nature and design of the ordinanice, 
Baptism by immersion was then a “i 
scene in Rochdale, and created no little 


stir. Many tongues were instantly em-— 


ployed,some crying one thing some another, 


Among other reports it was diligently pro- 
pagated | that Mr. Hirst required and 
received five shillings, from each person 


be baptized. This false report gained cre-. 
dit, injured the ministerial character of ’ 


Mr. Hirst; tended to. Teproach, religion, 


and to stumble i inquiring converts. Even 
some of the members of the church at Ba-. 


cup were nearly persuaded to believe it, 
not having had as yet, sufficient opportu- | 
nitiesto prove on all occasions, the | 


Circumstances required an investigation. 
Mr. Lawrence Lord, previously a member 
at Bacup, was appointed to find out and to 
publish the truth, The following is the 
account he presented to the 
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Grace and peace be 
multiplied ante you, through Jesus Christ 
our common Lord. I have been requested | 
to obtain, as good an account as Lam able, — 
concerning a charge laid against our min-— 
ister, Mr. Hirst, of having received five 
shillings, from each of the persons he bap- 
tized at Rochdale. Being apprehensive 
- that this charge has not only been propa-_ 
gated i in the world, but has also obtained — 
some credit among some of you, I have | 
the more readily complied with therequest, 
| and have obtained the following testimony 
from the persons then baptized. | 


remain &e, 


Baw ence Lord, 


‘We whose names are sub- 
scribed, were baptized at Rochdale; by — 
Mr. Hirst, on the 12th of Oct. 1773. “A_ 
_report has been propagated, that he recei- — 
_ved from each of us fivé shillings, for the: 
| administration of the ordinance, which re- 
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port has hurt his ministerial character. 
This is tocertify all whom it may concern, 
that the said Mr. Hirst did not ask us, nor 
did we offer, or give unto him any thing 
whatever, for waits administration. We 
therefore do declare that the aforesaid 
charge is au falsehood. 


Sign us the. “day of 1773. 


Grace Butterworth, 
Jonathan Kershar, 
James Law, | 
Benjamin Whitehead, 
Abraham Broadbent, 
John Gartside, 
Share, 
Susan Rhodes, 
Susan Ogden.” 


That reports should be fabricated 


— and propagated by men of the world is | 


rather surprising, but that any who profess 
to beseriousshould countenance and spread 
them, not only creates surprise, but raises 
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doubts respecting .the purity of their 


_ The friends at Rochdale ‘had begun to — 
“have the word preached statedly, for on 
| Sept. iSth 1773, they attended a church | 
meeting at Bacup, and desired now to 
exempted from contributing to the cause 
there, on account of the expenses attend-_ 
-_ingthe ministry of the gospel af Rochdale. — 
Tn a subsequent application for the con- | 


— 


* Such uncharitable, unjust and falsereports areassiduous~ _ 
Jy spread respecting Baptist Ministers, even at the present 
tine. The writer is acquainted with acertain minister who 
is represented as receiving half a guinea from edch person 
he baptizes.. This same minister received a letter dated 
Oct. 2th 1815, from a pers’ n, who would not be consider- 

ed as destitute of religion, who, alluding to the aliove report, 

calls the places where baptism is administered, The ten and 
sixpenny wells’ ‘and says, that-by this craft the minister 
gothis money. Another persom in conversation with the 


niinister’s wife, said, “Your liaShand has half a guinea for 


_ baptizing a person.”’ She replied ** [ do not think he would 

_ baptize you for two half guineas.”” The persons who pro- 

- pagate these reports believe them to be either true or false, 
if they inwardly think them false, and yet endeavetiy to 
| spread them as true, any deserve aname | do not think fit 
 togivethem. If they believe themtrue, let them seek the 
_ best means of information, that their faith may either rest on 
solid basis or be overthrown. -An-instance of the kind never 
came to my knowledge. I dare challenge the slanderery 
contradiction to produce a single instance — 


from the days of John, the 


the presentiime. 
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tinuance of the labours of Mr. Hirst, they 


speak of him as havi ing been very useful 


| among them; they represent many as in- 
quiring the way to Zion, and attribute to 
him and the church at Bacup, as instru- 
-mentsin the hand of God, their existence 
a church, and their prospectsof prospe- 
rity. On the 13th. of August, 1775, they 
acknowledge their obligation tothe church | 
at Bacup for a liberal contribution towards 
raising the meeting house at Rochdale, and 
at the same time request the dismission of 
eight members. Among these stands the 
name of Abraham Greeiieped, the present 
_ pastor of the church of Christ at Killin- 
holme, ‘in Lincolnshire, and author ofa 
small, plain, but valuable pamphlet on 
Baptism, which I believe is translated into 
the welch language. ‘His name, however 
is placed in hy a position on the paper 
above referred to, that the writer cannot 
determine whether he was one of the eight 
whose dismission was requested, or one of 
those by whom the request was made. | 
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‘a Greenwood, the first pastor of the | 
| Baptist Church at Rochdale, was born at. 


Barnoldswick, January, 21st. 1749, O.S. 


in the house belonging to the Baptist inte- | 
rest there, im which house also his wife was _ 
born, about eighteen months afterwards. 
In his youth he attended upon the min- 
istry of Mr. Alvery Jackson, and on the’ 
14th of Feb. 1775, he married his daughter. | 


He began to preach about the year 1770. 


He spent more than a year with Mr. 
Armitage, an Independent minister, then 
at Delph, in Saddleworth, witha view 
| acquire some necessary learning for 
_tninistry, and afterwards he was with Mr. 
| Fawcett of Wainsgate, about thirty months, 


| for the same purpose. After he had spent 
a few years at Rochdale, a diiference arose 


| which issued in a separation. This, he has | 


| often observed, was a heart rending cir- 


cumstance to him. Sifice that time he has 


laboured about six years at Dudley, ten 
years at Oakham, and more than twenty 


| yearsat Killinholme. Lere he has labour- | 
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ed more abandantly, and with mere 


SUCCESS than in any of his former situations, 
There ure at, present, the academy 
Bradford, three young men, educating 
for the ministry , who are members of the 


church at Killinholne. 
Mr. Gidehwodd was succerded at Roch- 


dale, for a short time, by Mr. Dracup, who 


finished his life and labours, at Steeplanc, 
near Sowerby, in Yorkshire, in 1795. Mr. 
Littlewood the present pastor of the church 
at Roehdale, succeeded Mr. Dracup. 
_ was ordained over the people, April 19th 


1786, aud he has continued to this day | 
lnbouring among them with varied success. 
He has been much blessed and much 


crossed, ‘elevated and depressed. His 


Ebenezer is still erected. “Hitherto the 


Lordhas helped me.” This church which 


sprung from Bacup may be considered as 


the parent of that at Ogden, which was’ 
formed June 9th 1783, by the union of 


severul members from the ehu what Roch- 


dale, with some who: were then baptized. 
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secessions, and exclusions from it, 


the church at Rochdale, consists still of 
109 members, and has prospects of further & 


increase. 
M r. Hirst judged it a weakness border- 


ing upon criminality, to conceal or disguise 


his sentiments in those points wherein he | 


differed from his fellow christians. The 


neighbouring churches and ministers, car-_ 


ried on periodical lectures. Mr. Hirst 
| proposed to unite with them, but he sta- 
_ ted that he differed from some of them, in 
| matters of minor importance, but he hoped 


that such difference would not be a 


preventing obstacle. However, Mr. J; 


4a Ashworth, of Gildersome, thought such 
a difference an obstruction to the successof 


the gospel, and the union for the present 
was prevented. 

strict discipline! in christian 
chuusielia according tothe directionsof the 
new testament, Mr. Hirst was a zealous 


advocate. He laboured after them with | 


Opiten. But notwithstanding dismis- 
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commend able diligence, and per- 
severance. But he did not accomplish the 


desired object according to his wishes with- 


out some trials. Old generally 


use, or think to use, some influence over — 


young ministers. Some pastors in the de- 
-chne of lite, on account of old age, infirmi- 
ty, irresolution, or for the sake of peace 
and quietness, too far relinquish the reins 
of government, by which means the work 
of a successor is rendered unpleasant, if not 
unsuccessful. This had been too much the 


case in the latter days of Mr. Piccop. But 


Mr. Hirst had an inflexibility in his reso- 
lution that forbade him to decline the path 


which an enlightened conscience dictated. 


Upon the occurrence of some difficulties, 1 
find him appealing to the Ghurch on the 
following points. 


“Ts it right before a nila 


to appeal to the whole church, tosee if | 


they can advance anything im his favour, or 


shew any scriptural reason why he should | 


not be excluded 


er is 
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Is it in the power ofa majority to exclude 
a member for improper conduct, or prin- 


ciples, when the munority plead conscience 
against it? 


Suppose a member i is guilty of a crime, 


open to the world, and the church, and 


that he has been privately admonished, is 
such a one to be cut off upon the first re- 


proof of the church, if he does not confess 


his fault and manifest repentance? 
Is it not reasonable and scriptural, that 


every person entering a gospel church, 
should subscribe, according to his ability, 
towards the necessary expences of the 
church? Except the case of a man and 
his wife being both joined with the same 
church, in which case the man only to be 


consulted. ” The church answered these 


cases) in the affirmative, and it appears 
from the church book, that-afterwards, in 


their affairs of discipline, they. more gen- 
erally preserved the unity of the spirit, in 
the bonds of peace. Or, if individuals ap- 
peared or disobedient to the» 
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laws of the lil the church as a boily 
would decidedly support the minister in 
seeking their reform, or in excluding them 


the society. 


At this period the church, in especially 
Mr. Hirst, were much exercised by means 
of acertain member fancying himself, and. 
being judged by a few others, qualified for 
the ministry. After having been heard 
several times and being discou raged, it was 
referred to the decision of neighbouring 
ministers, and on the 12th. of July 1775, 
Mr. Hirst accompanied him to Salendine— 
Nook, where he preached from Deut. xxxiii 
29. before the Rey. Messrs. Culton, 
Wood, Crabtree, Fawcett, Ashworth and 
Hartley, of Halifax. Their decision was 
unfavourable to his inclination, and Mr. 
Crabtree was appointed to mform him, 
which he did, and advised him to avoid 
any imprudent step in future. It isa great 
infelicity to churches, that gifted, humble 
_ brethren can scarcely be prevailed on to 

employ their patente for the. good of Zion, 
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while numbers. destitute, in @ great mea- 


sure, of the radical qualifications, requisite _ 


for a proper discharge. of the ministerial 


| functions, push themselves forward into no- 


tice, and will be preachers at all events, or 


peace, and the grief, plague _ and burden 
of their pastor, In such cases Mr. Hirst 
possessed that wisdom which is profitable 
to direct. He had the happiness to sce, 
‘and to call forth promising, abilities into 
public. exercise, and he had also the task 
to check and prevent. the forward and 


tharac ter. 


The increase of was 
buch that more. room .was wanted ‘soon 
after Mr. Hirst, settled. over the people, 
A bout;the.close of 1777, it was concluded, 
hat the meeting house should be,‘taken 
down. and re-erected upon a larger scale, 
which, was performed in the summer of the 


M 


become troublers of Israel, disturbers of the 


mg Subscriptions .to; the a- 
mount of the, cost, which was upwards of _ 


unqualified, from assuming, the public 
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134. | | 
four hundred pounds, were entered into 
and promised, before they began to build. 
‘Much of Mr. Hirst’s character was de- 
veloped to those who were in the habits of 
intimacy with him, by his coming in contact — 
with that extraordinary man, the Rey. 
Henry Taylor.. This gentleman began to — 
preach among the Methodists, wlien he — 
was very young. His. youth, his appear- 
ance, his enga ging manner, and his extra- 
ordinary talents, rendered’ him very 
popular every where, but especially SO in 
the neighbourhood of Bacup. Here he 
contracted avery close and intimate friend- 
ship with the late amiable, Mr. James 
Howorth, who at that. period was also'a_ | 
Methodist. Occasionally they would call 
upon Mr. Hirst and conyerse with him. 
Mr. ‘Taylor requested Mr. Hirst to preach 
‘upon Hab. ii. 3. and promised to hear him. 
He afterwards declared that under that 
discourse, he was convicted that 
Calvinism was the doctrine of the Bible. 
When Mr. Taylor had been some time 
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| among the Methodists, ‘he thought proper 
to renounce Arminianism, 
Calvinism. This change of, sentiment, 


avowed and published in Bacup and. its 


| vicinity, He professed himself for some 
time to be an Independent, and served 
the congregation in Holeome-lane, During 
this period he made several preaching ex- 
- cursions, and his voice was heard in many 
of the dissenting chapels around. Pre- 

sently, however, he renounced. infant | 


sprinkling, and desired a place among the 
Baptists. Mr. Hirst was applied to, and 
his concurrence and countenance were de- 
sired, He scrupled, hesitated, deferred, 
and for some time denied him his pulpit, 


fearing lest his recent changes were too sud- 
den, and too precipitate to be sincere. — 
‘However, he permitted him to preach in 


his house at .Reckcliffewood. He read 


his text, Rom, viii, 29.. and spoke 
with the greatest warmth ‘and. severity 
against. the sentiments he had just re- 
Mr. Hirst, though he 
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‘proved thin the 
Ser.’ ‘But this'was; for some time after he 
“Jeft'the Methodists, universally his custom, 
“which I think ought tobe repro- 
“bated wherever it isfound. He preached 
in the opén street; at Rochdale, from Jer. 
and in ‘the Independent chapel, 
“Delph, ‘ftom Rom? each of 
“which téxts, Arminianism was condemned, 
~and Calvinism vindicated, in such a man- 
“‘neras greatly to grieve and disgust good 
“people of both persuasions. He was baptiz- 
‘ed, Ibéliéve at Bromsgrove, in Worcés-— 
-tershirée, ‘by the late Rev..J. Butterworth, 
tock him by the hand, and sanctioned 
-him-with his approbation and concurrence. 
‘He immediately returned into Rossendale, 
and many [persons, even somé that were 
‘mémbers ‘of other churches, cluve unto 
him. A chapel was-speedily-erected -for 
-‘himat Rawtenstall.. But ere. this was well 
‘nigh finished the situation was deemed in- 
convenient and ineligible, and Crawshaw- 
booth was considered mote contra to the 
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me who wished to attend his ministry. 
At this place therefore a chapel was built, 
church formed, and Mr... Taylor, was 
ordained them. . Messrs. James 
Butterworth of nmmenoend and Henry 
Butterworth, of Bridge..North,. were the 
principal persons employed in the services 
of the ordination. Some personswhohad — 
been excluded fromsister churches, found — 
their way into the. church at Crawshaw- 
booth. These proceedings were generally 
disapproved | and. censured. Mr. Hirst | 
made’ a noble stand and. refused to give 
even regular membersa: dismission to unite 
with the people under Mr. Taylor, In 
reply to a request for the dis:rission of — 
-—, the church under the care of Mr. 
“Qur objection to the | 4 
—_, isowing tothe case of Mr. Taylor, 
having received into communion ——, ex- 
cluded from us, without! ever 


13th 1779.0 &e.” 
| M 3 


“Will you hold with | us a friendly 


Mr. Hirst believing such conduct to be 


disorderly, no shows of friendship no plau- 
sible arguments, nor fear of consequences, 


could break down -the inflexibility of his 


mind. Such matters had previously ren-— 


dered Mr, Taylor's situation unpleasant, 
and he had requested the ministers of | 
Goodshaw, Cloughfold and Bacup, tomeet | 
him, and his people, at Goodshaw chapel, — 
on the Ist of April, 1779. They assembled 


ecourdingty. Mr. Hirst was chosen speaker 


in behalf of the churches, and Mr. Richard 
Clegg, a member of Mr. ‘Taylor’ s church, 


Hirst first what 
have you called us together?” Mr. R. 
Clegg replied, “To effect a reconciliation — 
between us and the neighbouring church- | 

es,”’ After much conversation Mr. R.Clegg | 


intercourse and communion, as a sister 


| if we proceed our at 


awshawbooth 
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Mr. Hirst replied“ Before we ‘answer 
this question, will you answer the fellow- 
ing one? Isitrightor wrong for one branch 


without first seeking: into’ the ground of 
that exclusion, and using proper means to 
adjust the difference?” &c. No reconci» 
fiation: was effected by this interview. 


| Mr. Taylor did not continue. long at 


-gregation were dispersed. Some of them 
returned to their former. connections, ‘and 
the chapel was converted into dwelling 
houses, as it remains to this day. He re- 
moved to the city of Chester. Here, as at 
Crawshawbooth, his popularity was such as 
greatly to weaken other congregations. 


The Rey. Mr. Armitage, formerly at Delph, 
was then at Chester. He felt himself 


offended by the effects of Mr. Taylor’s 
ministry. He resolved to oppose and ex- 
pose him, of which he gave notice. By 
means he gained for once a 


of ‘the church of Christ, to receive a per- 
son excluded from and by'another branch, 


~The church and con- 
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gregation, whom he entertained with a 
discourse, from Hab. ii. 5. Such conduct 
cannot be too severely reprobated whatever 

cause the suffering party may think he ~ 
has to indulge it. For the accuracy of the 
above statement, I depend upon a living 


- witness with whem Mr. Taylor was in the 


closest habits of friendship. 


‘Mr. Taylor soon quitted Chester, pa 
received and accepted an invitation from 
the Baptist ehureh i in Cannon Street, Bir- 
mingham, to succeed Mr. Turner their 
late pastor. Here he laboured with great 
success and acceptance till May, 1788. 
\ Notwithstanding what had passed, Mr. 
Taylor preserved a great respect for Mr. 
Hirst, and they maintained a friendly cor- 
respondence, I will make one extract 

from a letter of Mr. Tay lor’ s, dated, Wa 


‘mingham, Feb. 10th 1787. 


Through riche mercy chureh 


‘my care is still ina flourishing state. Our 


numbers i increase, and we e have peace in 
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_ our borders. And it gives me pleasure io 
say, that the newly raised congregation 
under Mr,. Edmonds is going on well. I 
cannot give you greater proof of the union 
of the two churches, than by informing 
_you, that I preached at the opening of the 
| new meeting, the 15th of Nov, last, with 
the unanimous consent of my own people. 
we ever walk in LOV 
wife joins me Christian lové to 
Mrs. Hirst and self.. lam, my dear Sir, 
| Yours affectionately, — 
| Tayior.” 


5 Mr. Hirst continued to inquire after Mr. 
Taylor, and in the following year, 1788, 
he received a letter from the Iate Mr. Sut- | 
-cliffe of Olney, a man whose name is dear — 
tothousands, and who will be remembered 
_ with gratitude to God, while the holy and 

happy effects of the Baptist Mission, in 
India, shall continue to be experiénced. 
l esteem it an honour that it falls. ‘to my 
Jot to. ‘transcribe what he wrote. This | 
letter: gives an account of Mr. Taylor's 
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change of sentiment with sensible raiininiie 


Olney Faly 1788. 
“DEAR BROTHER, | 
Your friendly letter 
certainly demanded a more speedy answer. 
Variouscauses have contributed to promote 
the delay. However, I can truly say, that 
reluctancy | to give you as full an account 


_of things as I could, was not any cause of 


‘it. True, the state of things at Birming- 
bami is uncomfortable, and the events that 
have lately taken place. there, are distress- 
ing. Yet asthey are past and public, I 
would wish to represent them fairly. 

Probably, before now, you have heard that | 
Mr. Taylor has left Birmingham. 


The connection . between him aud the 
cdiaad has been dissolved some time. I 


think it was done on the firstof June. Mr. 


Taylor has acted the part of an honest man. 
Perhaps his change of sentiments has been 


pr ecipitate. Had he little more 
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time for deliberation, perhaps it would have 
‘been more wise and prudent. A man has 
an undoubted right to reject his theologi- 
cal creed and adopt, if he thinks proper, 
avery contrary one. But to do this in a_ 
hurry seems to me to indicate weakness, 

and inability. As tothe report you heard 
of a ministers’ meeting at Birmingham, on 
the oceasion, I believe there must have 
been some mistake. Messrs. Fuller, Ry- 
land and self, were all together at Birming- 
ham, in April, but not in consequence of 
Mr. Taylor’s alteration of sentiment, but 
| . an engagement made at their request 
last year. Our visit was very uncomforta- 
ble on account of Mr. Taylor’s’ change, 
and could we have declined going, we 
should have been glad. | 


with him. He seemed to be in ‘sentiment, 
so far asI could judge, about a Baxterian: 
He had not adopted the whole of Mr: Dan 
| Taylor’s plan. Soon after Whitsuntide, _ 
| I was in ae aes with several of his prin- 


when-he happened to find it attacked.. 


cipal friends, thought that he was 


verging :much) nearer proper andi-strict 


Arminianism, than: when-d: saw him. A 
méeting of ministers was proposed about. 


‘matters, but I believe it never took. place. 


Mr: Dan. Taylor’s lastreply to Mr. Fuller, 


seemed to:havehad:a hand in anhinging 


his miid.'! I believe he had. been reading 


the: writings ‘of Mr. Fletcher and-some o- 
Arminia, Am afraid he never: pro-- 


perly félt the ground on which he stoodas— 
a Calvinist, seeing he so readily quitted it 
of 
would not-intimate by: this that he was not 
serious, far from it,’ When I saw him he 

was in great distress and wept much. But | 
I think] he might | have proposed 1 his doubis 


f and scruples to some of his brethren i in the. 
ministry andtried whetheror 1 no theycould 


have been solved to his satisfaction before 


he renounced the Calvinistie systemamong 


hisown hearers. Lam fora man being honest, 
thoroughly honest, I. detest concealing 
and relig gious sentiments, But 
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| de not knew that a is 
obligation to diselose his doubts anddiffieul- 
i ties respecting any particular doctrine, as 


soon ashe finds themin his own mind, Let 


him take time to weigh and deliberate. i: 
Many a tree has been “shaken and after-— 


wards stood firm, nay, the more firm for | 


avid been shaken; but to fall along at 
_ once’seems as if the roots did not go very 
deep. ‘1 hear that when Mr. Taylor left 


Birmingham, the church generously made 
him a present ofa hundred pounds in mo-— 


ney. I believe he and his family, are now — 
at his father’s house i in‘Liverpool.” 


SuTcLIFFE. 


Mr, Taylor Lesned to the Mcthodists, 
and was received, and sent forth again by © 


the conference as a travelling preagher, 
and appointed to the circuit which included — 
Bacup, the scene of his former changes. — 


Some friends doubting the sincerity of his 


late change, he preached a sermon in Ba- 
cup, wherein he avowed the distinguish- 
Ing g points of A rminian ism, and endea voured 
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to vindichte | them, partichtaity 
redemption. I well remember his argu- 
ment founded on 1 John ‘ii.’ 2, ‘compared 
with 1 John v.19. 1 do not recollect that 
‘Mr. Hirst and he-had any dispute upon 
religious subjects subsequent to his secorid 
connection with the Methodists. 


Mr. Hirst shad the to 
Mr. James Howorth of | Bacup.. Under | 
his first religious impressions, he embraced | 

_ Arminianism, to the great grief of his pa- 
_rentsand connections. He wasan intimate 
companion of Mr. Henry: Taylor. How- 
ever, na little time he saw cause to alter” 
his views. He made a public profession of 
his faith and united with the church under {| 
the ‘care of Mr. “Hirst m~-the’ summer of | 
1778. He was aman of much study, very 
~ serious, ‘and possessed of considerable ta- 
“Jents. He stood very high in the’ esteem 
of all forhis sincere piety, “'Phe-church cal- 
led him to exercise hisabilities in preaching 
‘before them, by way of trial. I transcribe 
the following lines from the church book. — 
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September, 7th. 1782. This day 


| beloved brother, James How orth came be- 
fore the chu rch for the trial of his gifts for 
the work of the ministry. He preached 


4 from 1 Peter v. 7 and delivered ‘himself i 


| upon the subject with much judgment and 


propriety. We think him very worthy of 


further encouragement.” He preached 


again’ before the church that day 


months. On the 10th of January } 783, 


_he'wasset apart, by the mutual mnt of 


the church to the solemn work of the. mi- 
-nistry. As this is a business performed 
only i in the presence of. church members, 


and #s met- in- general: form-improper opi- 


-nions concerning it, it will not be deemed 


commonly attended to aniong dissenters. 


| The manner may’ be various in different — 
churches, but in substance agreeable to 


| the following account; which! Is taken from 
the _feconds' of the ‘church. 


“<Janwary. 10th, 1782. This 
dear brother,. Howorth, was set a- 
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part to the work of the ministry 
The business was conducted 3 in 1 the follow- 
ing manner, | 


I. A fow verses were read, trahn the begin- 
ning of the 13th chapter of the Acts of the | 


Apostles, from which was shown, how the 
-whurch at Autioch proceeded under the di- 


rection of the holy Ghost, in separating 
Paul and Barnabas to the work whereun- 
to they were called, that so other churches. 
mighthave a rule and for their 
hal 

2. The first. chapter of Titus was pond to 
silos brother Howorth the requisite 


fications of a gospel minister, 


3. A hymn was sung and. pray er was made 
by brother Geo. Howorth, 
4. The members were asked, f whether they 
were unanimously. agreed to separate bro- 
ther James Howorth to the work of the 
ministry. They replied by Ming uP the 
The following questions were then pro- 


_ posed to brother James Howorth. 
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1. Are you. willing: to engage in the solemn — 


work of the of thenverlasting 
pel? 
, Answered, yes. 

Do you still believe the great dectripel, 
of the gospel, as subscribed by the mem- 
ers of this church? : 
Answer, I do. 


you take upon you this'solemn work? 


Answer, from a principle of Jove to God 
_and the souls of my fellow sinners and with 
_a desire to promote in sal- 
vation ofmen,. 


4. Are you willing, when God in 1 his pro- 
-vidence shall evidently. call you to ‘the 


pastoral eare in some ‘branch of his 
‘to take that care 


5. Will youin thal to 
this church, of which you are a member, 
| and be ready to seek her advice and coun¢ 
sel imrespect'to any calls yee receive ? 
| Answer, Iwill 


3. From what motives and te what ends do 
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acceptance. 
Rothweil- End, 


The then to the set- 
ting J. H. a part by prayer and the laying 


on of hands, being represented herein by 
the pastor, andsundry more of the brethren 


A discourse was then given to brother 
J. H. by the pastor, from Mark xvi. 15. = 
whole was closed by singing and prayer.” 


Mr. Hirst and the chapel did not con- 
tine themselves to any set form upon such 
occasions, but varied according to circum- 
stances, When Mr. Trickett was set 
apart for the ministry, the questions pro-— 
posed to him were in number eight. The 
charges given on these occasions were 
weighty and ‘important. ‘That which was 
addressed to the writer of these lines, June 
7th, 1795, contained much useful advice 

and caution, and will easily 


Mr. Howorth began to supply the des- 
titute churches and met with’ general 
He preached frequently at 
at yaa at Ogden, 
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and other places. He wasinclined to make 
_ Ogden the place of his constant labours, 
had he lived to take the charge ofa people. 
His genuine modesty, his prevailing se- 
riousness, and sound judgment, had 
rendered his services there universally ac- _ 
ceptable. He published a small paper on 
using this world so as not to abuse it, which 
was considered as a mark of much ingenu-_ 
ity,and ascontaining muchexcellent advice 
in a little room. Many persens bore tes- 
timony to his worth. The late Rey.. Mr. 
Miller, of Blackburn, ina letter to Mr. 
Hirst, says, “Brother Howorth’s. abilities 
are very promising, and, no doubt, it is 
encouraging to you to see such a young 
man rising up'in the church.” But alas! 
his race was soon run. God raised and 

qualified him, as it were, to show: what he 
could do for‘ his churches; an) removed 
him to convince usthat heis not dependent 
upon the most splendid talents for the 
support of his cause. His bier was bedewed 
with the tears-of a mourning widow, of 
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his affectionate parents, of his bretheen in 
the church, and of his. loving,; faithful — 


pastor. An endeared husband, a. dutiful 


child, a loving brother, and an able mins 
ister, they followed to his grave, and made 
great lamentation over him. | 


Nostronger proof of the usefulness | 
aeceptableness of Mr. Hirst’s. labours. is 
necessary, than the repeated necessity for 
more room, and the frequent enlargements 
of the place of worship. The,church and 


congregation’ continuing, te .merease, an 


additional gallery was erected in\1783. 

‘Not long after this. period the present 
laborious and successful: minister and pas- 
tor over the church at Goodshaw was bap- 
tized by Mr. Hitst and added te the 
church. Mr.-Pilling’s:abilities and aceep 
table services, both at-home and abroad, 
render any remarks ef mite. superfluous, 


He supplied various places for.some-time, | 


but his chief labours were’ at Goodshaw. 
After the death of Mr. Nuttall which hap- 


pened March 30th 1792; he was called by 
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was ordained over them May Ist. 1793. 

The church under his care, has enjoyed an 
almost unexampled tide of prosperity,even_ 
a to the present day. Though he begins to 


feel the decays of nature, hi labours are’ 


‘still as numerous, popular, and acceptable 
| 


% success, Mr. Hirst met with many things 


calculated to excite the warmth and zeal 
of the Methodists against him. One was, 
_ his having formerly been in their connee- 
tion, and deserted them; the other, that 
he frequently opposed their doctrines from 


far, in the latter instance, he discovered 
his prudence or imprudence. My busi- 


rt denomination, the 


the chutéh there to the pastoral office. He 


Amidst all this and 


to exercise his prudence and his patience. 
There.’ were two circumstances, naturally 


the pulpit. leave others to judge how 


ness is to relate the truth. Before I pro- 
ceed any farther, I will stop the narration, 
while I congratulate the friends of religion | 
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1st 


harmony and good-will, at present 
they manifest towards each other. The 
former ‘Spirit of: acrimonious strife and bit- 


_ terness, has now given place toa Spirit of 


=. 
love and unity. Judah no longer vexes 


Ephraim, nor does Ephraim envy Judah, 
|| Tae professors. of religion at Bacup, have 


beaten their swords into plough shares, 


and agreed to cultivate the v ineyard of the 
Lord in peace. ‘They hive dropped their 


hostile intentions, ‘and no longer stand a- 


loof from each’other; but engage 
m a holy confederacy, having, as‘it were, 


agreed ‘to unite their strength and combine 
their efforts in an everlasting war agaist 
powers of darkness, God plant 


the spirit of lioly love'in the bosoms ofall 
that name the name ‘of Jésus, that they 
may no more hurt or destroy in alt 
holy mountain. But to return. 


if & ya: 


| Dispute had for “some: time; run, pretty 
high, between the Methodists and, Calyi- 
nists, at Bacup, when a. certain, preacher 
‘the pulps ot Mr. Hirst, related an; 


} 
| 
/ 
~ 


pleasant story and which, even st true was 
very imprudently reported i in a public ser- 
: mon: This laid a foundation for much un-— 
profitable altercation. Tt occasioned many 
bitter words and angry letters, of which, 
‘Mr. Flirst had his full share. He was con- 
sidered as responsible for what wasadvan- 
ced in bis pulpit, by preachers of his own 
denomination. He acted like an honest 
‘man, ‘Tequiring the preacher to bring proof 6 
of his assertion. The preacher. did 
| ‘through ‘the, medium ‘of Mr. C. of Brad- 
‘ford, had’ “Mr, H. of Bingley, to whom 
“the fact had Deen certified, Mr. Hirst 
‘then’ wrote to ‘thé person who had been 
‘most forward, virulent.and illiberal i in his 
reproach of the Calvinists i in general aud 
of himself in particular, enclosed him a co- 
py of the proof of the fact and advised him 
in future to bridle his ‘tongue. .He conclu- 
ded by saying; “Ifyou are disposed. to live 
: peaceably by me, I will live peaceably by 
“you, but if I “hear any | more. of your: slan- 
derous reports, I will expone'ye our charac- 


= 
4 
; 

4 

4 

A 
i? 
i 
| 
t 
} ; 


156 


ter in such a way as perhaps you do 
not expec 4.7 Thisfireand this heat extend- 
ed their influence as far as to Halifax, and 
kindled a flaming zeal against Calvinism, 
in the bosom of M re Benjamin Dickinson, 
then a local preacheramong the Methodists. 
While he mused upon the subject the fire 
burned, and at the last he declared, that 
_ifhe could believe without doubting, that 
the 29th and 30th verses, of the viii chap. 
of the epistle to. the Romans, were inspired 
by the Holy Ghost, he. would himself im- 
mediately turn Calvinist. Before this flame 
was extinguished, Mr. Dickinson, in the 
course of his business, had occasion to 
spend some weeks at Bacup. A challenge 
was sent to Mr. Hirst, that Mr. D. should 
dispute with him, the point: at issue between 
them respecting the extent.of Redemption. 
Mr. Hirst wished’ to. decline the contest, 
alleging the. unpleasant, consequences it 
‘was likely to produce, But a certain per-— 
son, whose name shall be concealed, urged 
it so as” to arin his consent. What” said 
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he, “are you of, Mr. Willyou 
“wen your back on, the truth’ and resigtt the 

_ palm of wictory to the: Arminians Mr. 
Hirst could, not resist.this .mede: of attack. 
In his MS, he remarkss “1. accepted the 
challenge; but with muchrelugtance.. We 
entered upon the debate by prayer, for the | 
_presqnceand blessing af,Ged to attend/us,”’ 
They med privatechouse and.iseveral 

persons, both, Anminians)and: Calsinists 
by’ the forcerof truth to 
refate or painsay. the argamonts produced 

by his opponents The result ipwellicndwn’ 
He yweséntly, renounced hisformermerced, | 
embraced: Calvinism abd:betame an‘ emi- 

neut minister among the despised Baptists. 
The readers: it maybe; wilt hotipegnet. ifa 
short aecount.is: giv eno bim, 
‘He wis bon’ ‘at it in 1759: His 

“came serious when about eighteerand also 
them. Among. tiem. he began to 


preach, and to do So. fill the de- 
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bate above mentioned. ‘He now sought a 
‘place among the Calvinistie Baptists. He 
was baptized at Halifax, by the late Rev. 
John Hindle, on the 13th. of May, 1788, 
and received into communion with the 
church under his care on the 18th. of the 
same Month. After having preached be- 
fore the church, much to their satisfaction, 
he wasauthorised by them to supply neigh- 
-bouring churches, whenever his services 
should be wanted. Before the close of the 
year he was'sent to supply at Sheffield for 
the space of twelve months. ‘During this 
time he laboured much in the villages 
around Sheffield, and particularly at Mas- 
bro’, near Rotherham. Here several per- 
‘sons convinced of tli¢ir sins, made a 
confession of their faith’ahd were baptized 
by himand eventually formed intoachurch. 
io Over these people he was ordained in Feb. 
1790. Mr. Hindleof Mr, Hop- 
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‘Hindle j is name still to 
‘many. He received his education for the ministry with Mr. 
Wawcett. .He was first settled over the people at Bingley, 

whence in few he removed | fe Here he was 
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The house was eala and 
| still crowded But, alas! he with some o 


and countenance were 
n 


| 
per of and some others senge- 


ged in the services. ant 


Among these people, Mr. D. found thim- 
self happy, but for want of support he was 


obliged to keep a school. Excess of con- 
finement, he found injurious to his health, 


thing he could very ill bear, and he fled to Hanley, in Staf- 


fordshire in 1789. ¢ havin what a bist home, 
he seemed -hke:N fin rest for the sole 


of his foot. His removesbecamhé frequent. In 1791 he waa. 


settled at Elland, where he stayed but a short time, and then 
removed to Blackley, abont a mile distant from the farmer 


place. About Jan, 795, he went to Salt- house-lane, Hull, 
as copastor with, or suecessor to, the late Rev. Mr. Beatson. | 
His stay there ‘also was of short continuance. In each of 
these places he wasremarkably popular. Multitudes attend-— 
ed hie ministry, and great numbers professed faith and were 
baptized. His next place was Manchester, as successor to 
the late amiable Rev. Mr. Sha , who ended his life ‘and 
labours at the Pithay, Bristol. is was the first situation _ 
in which Mr. Hindle had to lament paucity of his hearers. 
With all his eloquence and exertions le could not command 
a numerous audience at Manchester- This he attributed to 


different causes, and laid it much to heart. His talents were 


not of the ordinary kind. His.voice. was pleasant ; his dic- 
tion pure and aa his address inviting ; his appearance 
and bis reasoning and 
arguments generally conclusive and powerful. .Buthe was 
a man, subject to like weaknesses as ourselves, He died in. 
1800, leaving a widow and several children to mourn their 
loss. His family was well provided for by. the liberality of — 
religious “Posen chiefly through the influence and exertions" 
of the Rev. Mr. Smith, then pastor of the Independent 
chureh, Mosley Street Mrs. Hindle 
her husband but a short tine. | 
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andthere ford in1791,° he left Masbro’ ana: 
settled in Derby, At the close of 1797, he. 
removed to Pen hill, he ¢ontin- 
ued to lakour with diligence, acceptinec, 
and success between eight and ning years, , 
He was thep-called tothe, city pf Water-, 
| ford, in Ireland, where ‘his labours were 
blessed de many. souls and where his name 


is still head in sweet remembrance. 


is dex ath wassyudden and alarming, tho”: 
to: heped. sweet, and w elcome. It 
int, his,eanthly.existeace in, a Way, 
peculiarly adyantigeons to himself and e-, 
ventuallyso, to hjs family, He waspreaching 
onthe Lord's day morning, October 28th 
{rom the.2 2 Cor. Vn. 10. For we inust. 
all appear before, the judgment seat of, 
Christ.” Dividing his and pro-. 
coeding. in discourse he sald, “Tt be- | 
hoves us, my, ‘friends, to ake things 
into ,.cur serioys cons side) He 
stood motionless fora moment, then ) 
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fell back ward in the pulpit and expired 
| ‘without a strugcle and without a groan, 
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Thus died Benjamin Dickinson, aged Atty. 
one years. 
The public papers at Waterford liad ) 


his death in a very respectful manner, 
They passed.many and just encomiums up- 


on his abilities, character and _ piety; and 


used ‘successful endeavours to excite the 
sympathy and generosity of the public, in. 
behalf of a’bereaved, mourning widow and: 
five children. Much was done by the. 
benevolence of both Islands, to place the 
family above the reach ofabsolute poverty. 
Mr. Hassel preached and published a funes | 
ral sermon, for Mr. Dickinson, from Gen, 
v. 24. He speaks of the deceased as hum- . 
ble in his deportment; as. steadily attached 
to truth, and as having had the cause of | 
God deeply at heart. Referring .to the 
sudden death of Mr. Dickinson Mr. Hirst 
writes, “ With him I hopesoon to be in glo- F 
ry everlasting.” Fora further account of | 
Mr. D. sce Baptist Magazine, vol. iii. p. 30. 


Though Mr. Hirst moved in a very limi- 


ted circle, when compared with some of . 
od 
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“fis ministerial brethren, yet, he met with 
eceurrences calculated io exercise 
talents, his temper and bis prudence. 
On biany occasions. it. apperred as if.divine 
xaisedy him up for the 
deferag of the gaspel, Sincerely attac hed 
towhat. he deemed the, trath he. warmly 
| defende wh hic ow Wepiniens and. with equal 
neal he.opposed what appeared. t@ Lim er- 
sentiments. Polemical Divinity, 
on-some: certain points, was his peculiar 
tart, and, though he: brandished not his 


sword in the view ofall, he was frequently 
called to try theedge of iti in controy ersial 
war 

Mr. Harper, who had been a preacher 
among the Calvinistical Baptists, thought 
proper to change his sentiments , and to 
embrace much of the my tic system, with 
the doctrine of the univ ersal restoration of 
all men to final happiness and glory. Like 


| many of the modern Socinians, he denied 


the existence of evil spirits, and personified 
the evil principles and passions of the hu- 
man mind. Inasermonfrom Cor. iv. 5, 
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pomarked: * People or hangar 


thieves, but there never was a thief hung 
since the creation, Even while they are 
hanging the man the thief will be pjcking 
the pockets of the 
and such like pernicious sentiments, Mr. 


tfapper endeavoured to disseminate antone 


ihe inhabitants of\Bacup. . AS Mr. Hirst 
looked upon them to beantiseriptural, and 


vet calculated to please the corrapt mind of 


a sinner and to give him peace én his sins. 


ver 
he thought proper io Oppose them. This 


| he did zealously, both publicly and private- 
y, both at home and abroad. At Colne, 
in the vicinity of which Mr. Harper resj- 
ded, the Baptist churches held their 
Association in 1787° Mr. Hirst wrote to 
Mr. Stutterd, desiring he and the charch 


would appoint the Eternity of Hell’s 


ments,” as the subject of a public sermon 
on the oechsian: Other subjects had already 
been given * to the to 


* It.was dient for the churth where ine: 
BOC: ition was held ppo tthe texts or of the réspec- 


tive preachers. ‘This planhas fur edéme time been 
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preach & it was not judg ged prudent to coun- 
_terma ndthem. Mr. Hirst was therefore, by 


a letter from the church at Cuine, reques- 
ted to give an additional sermon, and to 
discus: sihe subject he himself had propo- 
sed. After the request, My. Stutterd adds 
‘<1 believe the Christian Ministers in this 
Neighbourhood, of the various denomina- 
tions, are attentive to the subject. Mr. 
Adamson, in particular, I hear has been e- 
laborate and pointed upon it. The plan 
now of our ensuing. lecture is as follows: 


Mr. Littlewood on Salvation by grace, 
Fawcett on Divine Providence. | 
‘Crabtree on the. Christian warfare. 
Hirst on the Eternity of “Hell's Tor- 

| ments. | 

“tis probable Mr. Hirst from 

Matt, xxv. 46, latter part, as I find among 


papers a manuscript sermon on those. 
words. It has superseription of the time 
when, or the place where it was preached. 


It appears a very elaborate, and of the kind 
a very excellent one. 
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Mr. Harper, cager to hiv 


principles, aud possessing # good degree 


of confidence in his own abilities, at times” 
called upon Mr. Hirst, to debate onthe 


poinis at issue between them. On the 19th 


of December 1788 find disputing: 
Mr. Hirst inqaired if Mr. Harper believed: 


that sin against God deserved éterhat pur 


nishment: and wasansweredin the negative. 
“Do you jook upon all things,”-said 
Hirst, “to he of natural ‘necebsity 
they actually are?” Mr, reply: 
was th thé affirmative. | 


sin then” contintied Mr! Hirst; “the: 
of this necessity or net’? Hare 


per it was, 
Mr. Hirst then reasoned thus; 
flows of necessity from thé nature ‘of Gdd,_ 


wherein is the sinner to blame? Nay, on’ 


this principle is nét everyman free from: 
crime? or is there sucha thing, strictly, 
speaking, assin? And ifmag is free from: 
sin, why is any ‘man a sufferer for it even ine 


this | present world ? God, you say, created 
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| ‘Cannot Ged be good and yet punish. eternal- 


pleasure of Jehovah, &e.&e.” Mr. Hare 


miansin his own. likeness, and:yet under a 
‘natural necessity Amazingly pre- 
posterous, sentiment! No wonder:youdeny 
the propriety of eternal. punishment, when 
you leave the blame of iniquity with God. — 
Alas! my friend, Itremble for:you, Evil- 
_ proceeds exclusively from the creature. 


ly the obstinate impenitent sinner ?: Is God 
the name of yustice, notn The dis-. 
pensation of mercy is sovereign 


per not meeting with success et Bacup, 
and, by some improper steps, injuring. his. 
reputation, | in a short tit he. 


visits. 


Mr, Hirst had occasion 4 to: on 

his harness, About the same’ period he 

met withanopponentin Mr. James Waugh 

one of the members of his own church. He 

wasa north Briton, of considerable talent, — 
anil be had been in the habits of friendship 
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tized. ‘This: I learn: froma letter of Mr. 
‘Hirst’s addressed to him. period 
this letter was written and what: effect it 
produced, I am’ prepared to say. 
isy however, one among many of his letters, 
that is caleulatedto develop. his character, 


and to-exhibit the texture ef-his mind, 


inan- and a christian, expresses the 
christian prineiples of honest faithfulness, 
and tender affection. will transcribe’ the 
greater part ofit, that the'reader fore 


God i in hie 
‘ahd: good thinks proper 
to" sépatate'chief friends from each. other. 
This‘has happened: to you‘and me. But 
-‘with-réspect to ‘myself I can-say it is’ is‘only 
dn body,  Feften’ think ‘of'you und’ there. 


fore. whe Ihave ‘opportanity inguire 


after you: 1 um'‘gladto- 


t' re- 


digious affections: are. tiot' ‘declined but 
increased, Tunderstand you are 


begun to 
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ihe Lhope your judgment 
in tbe. same us formerly, if so, 
pray. God, he, with you,» pnd, bless you with 
many peals ty, your 
But, dear sir, are! your sentiments 

changed: respecting Baptism? If not, 
are you baptized? In| what part’ ‘of the 
Lord’sy ineyard are you planted?” have 
not heard of your change of sentiment, nor 
of your being baptized, nor hate herd 
that you stand in connection with any re- 
gular chureh of Christ. Pray sit, “by what 
authority then, do you this thire'; and whio 
aye, you this, authority ? Do you teach 
men Should, follox Christ,. and will 
youmet follow _ Are you an example 
tothe ‘Hock, in d doctrine, conversation 
fipdliness? De you imitate him who 
| _ said, Thus, it, becometh, us to fulfil all 

Righteousness. His Apostles. matic 

by, preac hing apd then baptized | | 

them and do you teach men s@?: Has not 

love to your countrymen and a feartoot- } 
"fend prevailed a above your 10 | 


t 


| 
é 
4 
¢ 
} 
i 
| 
ae 


169. 
Christ. Pray examine yourself. You are 
either on this point all right or all wrong. | 
Remember the words of.the Lord by Ma- — 
lachi, chap. 1. 9. “You have not kept my | 
ways, but been partial in my law.” Do 
I want you to hide your talent in the earth? 
God forbid! I only wish you to use it or- 

| derly. 1 Cor. xiv. 40, Christ has given’ 
you what you have. Your gifts are great 

| and the church wants their use. Arise, 
therefore, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins calling on the name of the Lord. — 
| Acts xxi. 16. Yourcountry manand friend, 
Maxwell and his sister-in-law, were both 


baptized last Saturday, and on Lord’sday | 


| were added to the church, and sat down. 
with us at the table of the Lord. They 


| gave great satisfaction to the church. Do 


not think that this i is desig ned to bring you 
to Bacup. Not a word is written for that — 


There is a Baptist church at Black- 
| |e at Preston and at Accrington, any. 


of — will be glad to receive you. 


é 


‘ie thy way, therefor, and the Lord be 


with thee. 
| Jous Binet.” 


At some subsequent period Mr. Waugh 
was baptized, and he joined the church 
under the care of Mr. Hirst. In some time 
le embraced and endeavoured to propagate. 
Sentiments, very diffrent from those he 
professed” at his baptism, This led to a 
controversy between him and his pastor. 
‘Mr. Waugh, in a manuscript of forty-five 
closely written pages, pleads, not only for 
universal redemption, but for the salvation 


~ and final restoration of all. He wields his 


weapons with a dexterous hand, and mani-— 

fests great ingenuity in his explanations of — 
many texts, Mr. Hirst replied in more 
than forty folio pages. He refutes his ar- 
guments,-shows his explanations of texts 
to be far fetched, unsupported by their 
own connection, and discordant with the 
analogy of faith: he then endeavours to 
establish the contrary opinion, from the 
of the tenor of scripture 
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 atlarge, and many texts in particular. It 
does not appear | that either party was con- 
-vineed of error. The church, in order to 
take Mr. Waugh’ s case into consideration, 
previous to his exclusion, required from 
him a confession of his present faith. He 
complied, and sent them a written confes- 
sion, consisting of thirteen articles, dated 
Blackburn Ist. July 1789. Towards the 
close of this letter he pleads to be continued 
amongst them. Their difference of judg- | 
ment, hethinke, isnota sufficient cause of 
exclusion. 


«When christians are elivkied ” says he, 
“in the fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
pel a difference in judgment, in other 
matters, ought 1 not to cause a separation. 
I cannot find, according to the seriptures, 
that the exclusion of a italia from his 
privileges in the church, is justifiable ex- 
cept he is disorderly in his conduct, or 
maintains damnable heresies; neither of 
which has yet been laid to my charge, much 
Jess proved against me. If the affections 
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-ofsome inthe church are alienated from 
me, so that our communion cannot be com- 
fortably continued, the fault is in them and 


thesin theirown, IfI know my own heart, 
Tlove the minister and people at Bacup as 
much as ever, and if I am excluded from 


them, I hope I shall never entertain any 


hard thoughts respecting any of them. But 
consider my dear brethren, how awful and 


important the matter is, and that you are, 
as well as I am, accountable to him whose 
judgment is according to truth, and with 


whom is no respect of persons. Remember, 
the articles of a church are not a rule, 


but. things to be ruled, and ought to be 
subject to reason and scripture as much 
as those of any individual. May the good 
Spirit of our-God deliver us from all errors 
in judgment, and from all evil tempers of 
mind, and fit us for that world where we 
shall be completely happy in the full 
enjoy ment of God! 


| 


I ain, dear brethren, hd 


Your unworthy brother i in Jesus Christ, a 


James W Aven.” 
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On the fourth of July his confession of | 
faith was read and considered. Mr Hirst 


said, “It appears to ine tliat lie has depart- 


ed from the Articles of particular Redemp- 
tion, and the Eternal punishment of the 


finally impenitent.” Tt was agreed that 
‘if he did not return to his former sentiments 


before the first of August, he should be 
excluded. A letter was sent him to this 
effect. On the first of August they agreed 
for certain reasons to postpone it to the six- 


teenth, when the solemn work was done. 


In a long letter, written on the occasion, 
dated Sept. 5th. } find the following sen- 


_ tence expressing the ground of his exelu- 
sion. “The errors for which you are | 


separated from us are:— 


. The denial of the doetrine of future senile 


: nal torments to all such as die in sin; and 
holding general redemption and salvation.” 


Thus was a man dear to Mr. Hirst put 
away from them. I have often admired 


_ the fortitude and intrepidity of Mr. Hirst 
on similar occasions. No previous friend~ 
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ship, no natural affection, no religious — 


intimacy could prevail upon him toshow fa- 
vour, or partiality, where error appeared, 
or crimes were proyed. The order of the- 
house and the importance of truth; were, 
as they ever should be, to every. 
other consideration. 


For some years Mr. Hirst occasionally 
preached the gospel in Bolton and its vici- 
nity, and, it issupposed, with some degree 
of success. The Rev, John Bowser, who 


had been ordained at Sunderland, Aug. Ist | 
|| 1777, being uncomfortable in his situation 
was invited to Bolton. However, his stay 
at Bolton was not long. The people did not 


use him well, yet blamed him sadly when 
he left. On christmas day, 1782, he was 


ordained over thechurchatShipley. After 
his removal, Mr. Hirst renewed his visits 
to Bolton, and i in some time ten persons 
‘came over and were baptized at Bacup. 
Four of those, who had been in fellowshjp | 
under Mr. Bow ser, were also received into. 


communion with the church under 
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Hirst. It is not marvellous therefore that | 


he should frequently preach at Bolton, or 


that he should advise the people there to. 
titke a room and meet together for religious 


exercises. This advice was considered by . 


Mr. Simpson, (now Dr. Simpson and tutor 


of the respectable Academy at Hoxton,) 


then Minister of the Independent Church 


at Bolton, “as unfriendly and unchristian, | 
and smelling rank of a design to promote, | 


support and strengthen a party without the 


least apparent prospectof thereby promo- 


ting their spiritual and eternal welfare,” 


Mr. Simpson writes Mr. Hirst to this pur- 

pose, and enlarges freely upon the subject. 
He observes; “If your preaching at Bolton, 
should be with a design to promote the 
best interests ofmen, I wish it may be crown- 
ed with suceess. On the other hand, if it be 

to support and strengthen a party, as is too 
apparent, I wish it may prove abortive, be- 


cause I deemsuch ends unworthy aminister 


| of Christ. The that the Baptists 


4 
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have made in other denominations that have 
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the gospel preached, in general, been 
among the more whimsical, speculative 


and unsettled sort of professors, the loss of 


whom has been little detriment to the party 


left and little honour or advantage to the 
party gone over to.” 


Any one acquainted irith the temper, 
| spirit, and sentiments of the late Mr. Hirst 


will be easily persuaded that he would not 
suffer such a letter to lie unanswered. Hit 
reply is dated Oct. 30th 1789. He justifies. 


his advice, and declares that he had acted 
| upon it himself; when ina measure circum- 
stanced in a way similar to Mr. Simpson. 


Tie general Baptists had taken the same | 
measures at Bacup, he recommended at 


Bolton. “ They got ministers when and 


where they rould. Mr. Dan Taylor came 


‘several times. I can appeal to the Searcher 
of hearis, that I neither thought it un- 


f riendly nor uuchristian. And ican appeal 


to the same Being, that [wy y design in 


preaching at Bolton, and where, are 


to wild support and ptrengthes the 
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kingdom of Christ among men. Nor can 
you prove the contrary, _—nerwe you have 
aflirmed it is apparently so.” Mr. Hirst 


‘proceeds and fills a large sheet ina plain, 


bold, daring manner. But it bears the 


marks of downright honesty, and goodwill 


upon it. He declares it is his wish and 


hope to see the Baptist cause prosper in 
Bolton, and every where, and speaks 


freely of the ‘Baptists having scripture, 
and antiquity on their side, but doubts 


whether Mr. ‘Simpson can pray for their 


SUCCESS. Mr, Simpson lost little 
in replying. His letter if published would 


form a pamphlet. He is very sharp 
opponent. charges him 
with mutilating his quotations and with 


drawing false inferences, and of reasoning 
_inconclusively, and represents him as most 


forward, and ye least capable to debate 
a matter; supposing his views right zi 
“seemed very incapable to defend 

~ would have him more modest and less eae 


-anatical; and before he writes again, would . 
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— subject and predicate ; and understanding 
| Mr. Hirst-to have given him a challenge on 
the subject of Baptism, he in fact accepts | 
it, provided Mr. Hirst produce any thing | 
worthy ofreply, and then shows the ground 
to be occupied by him in the dispute. Mr. 
Hirst in a. short reply declines the contest, 
and in a measure the correspondence, but 5 


wonders why Mr. Simpson, who has allowed. 


so much in fayour of Belierc:’s Baptism, 
isnot himself a Baptist. He expresses his 
esteem for Mr. Simpson and for the Inde- 
_pendents, but wishes to leave off cdfiten- 
tion before it be meddied with. Mr. 
Simpson, however, wreteagain. He wished 
to correct some mistakes Mr. Hirst had 
fallen into respecting his last; to confirin — 
the idea that the work: of Mr. Willams, 
on Baptism was unanswerable, and to ex-_ 
press his esteem for many of the Baptists, 
and for Mr, first in particular, | 


‘| it is no diminution to the just praise of 
| Mr. aed to allow ia he was in many 
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greatly inferior to his 
There certainly isno comparison, in point of 
i composition, between his letters and those 
:| of Mr. Simpson. But the defeet of talent’ 
in Mr. Hirst, it may be suggested by a 
Baptist, was by the 
| goodness of his cause. 


_ Ten years later in life, it is believed that 
Mr. Simpson and Mr. Hirst would not have 
_ changed ten lines upon the subject. Each 

wold have followed his own judgment, 
and, without opposition, have left his bro- 
ther to do the same. However, the dispute 
terminated amicably and with mutual ex- 


ft pressionsof affection and of personal respect. 


Mr. Hirst had not yet finished his work 
at Bolton. It cannot be concealed that . 
the Baptists there, had frequent differences 
among themselves. They would then ap- 
ply to Mr. Hirst for his judgment. The 
letters he wrote them at sundry times 
would forma volume. They are fraught 
_ with grief, affection and fidelity. They con- 
tain the most salutary and seasonablead vice, 


\ 


| direction, encouragement and reproof. 
- Howearnestly does he exhort them to live 


in peace, to walk as becometh the gospel 


and to give none occasion to the adversary 


to speak reproachfully! In 1793, ten of 


them were dismissed from Bacup, and 


formed into a church at Bolton, having 
previously erected a small chapel at the 
bottom of King street. Mr. Hirst still 
continued to exert himself in their favour, 


both in supplying for them and obtaining 
them supplies. In 1795, J. Hargreaves 


went to reside among them, and in the 


_ following year, on the 29th. of June, he 


was ordained over them. Messrs, Sharp, 
Littlewood, Fawcett and Hirst were em- 
ployed the services. Mr. Fawcett 
preached to the people, from Acts ix. 31, 
Mr. Hirst gave the charge from Acts xx. 
26. 27. He appeared to be more warm, 
earnest and zealous than usual upon the 


occasion. | He has prefixed to the notes of. 


this discourse, the following words. ‘To 
be delivered at Bolion, 29th. of June 1796 
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May it be written on my - heart.” Two 
sentences from the exordium shall be 


“It is now’ nearly: thirty 


years since I was first sent into this neigh- 


- bourhood, to preach the gospel. I have 


laboured in hope of one day seeing what 1 
‘now behold, a people gathered to the Lord 
of our own denomination, a house erected 
for his worship, and a pastor fixed over his 
flock, that would feed them with know- 
kedge and understanding, and with the true 
bread of heaven.” 


The hopes of Mr. Hirst, respecting the 
Baptist cause at Bolton, were not lastingly 
realised. Things soon became unpleasant. 
J. H. being inteluded from the chapel, by 

a few, who, as lessees, had retained power 


: in their hands, felt it his duty toleave them. 


Mr. Wrathall followed him, but was soon 
unhappy and left. He was succeeded by 
a young man from Manchester, and after 
him, Mr. Coyte was with them some time. 
Each of these left with sore complaints. In 
1806, mney sold the chapel. N eighbouring 
| 


181 | 


ministers. now supplied it for 
twelve months, without much prospect of 


"success. ‘Some of the people embraced 
the discipline of our brethren ofthe North: 


Thesealso are broken up and dispersed. 
At present, the meeting ¢ house i is, I believe, 


rented and occupied by a party who have > 


imbibed the distinguishing. sentiments of 
Mr. G—., of Manchester. Thus Bol- 
ion continued to be the object of our wor-— 

thy brother’s anxious solicitude, care and _ 
grief, to the day of his death. 


When the Baptists began their attempts 
to raise an interest at Sheffield, the minis¢ 
ters for some time supplied there in rota- 
tion. Mr. Hirst was requested to attend, 
butonsome account, he disappointed them. 
He was fixed on again for the Ist. of April, 
1787, but again he did not attend. Several 
complaints were, on this ground preferred 
against him. Mr. Crabtree reminded him 
of lis fault pretty freely. Mr. Ashworth 
of Gildersome, who had been principally 
engaged in obtaining and arranging sup- 
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plies for Shomela, himself with 
some warmth upon thesubject. He remind- 
ed Mr. Hirst of his promise, cf the confusion 
of the people occasioned by his non-atten- 
dance, and of the triumph of their enemies, 


who cried, “aha! so would we have it.” H- 


you received,” sayshe“ proper notice ; and 
“7 neither went nor signified your reasons 
for not going, you are exceedingly culpa- 

assign no reason to jus- 
tify his conduct on this oceasion, I should 


still be inclined to put the most favourable 


construction upon it. From a ac- 


quaintance with him, F am prepared te. 


say, without fear of contradiction, that it 
would be difficult to find a man more punc- 


tual to his engagements than was the late 


of Mr. Hirst. The failure above recited will 

not impeach this assertion when the case 
is known. He made the necessary arrange- 
ments for his journey to Sheffield. - On 
the Friday morning he left home and pro- 
eceded to Mr. Joseph Heywood’s, at Aus- 
terlands, where he preached that evening. 


& 


| 
| 
| 


On the Saturday he set off for Sheffield. 
when his horse became ‘so restive and un- 


_ manageable, that his life: was in danger. He 


was not very defective in point of horse- 


‘manship, yet he proceeded with great 
difficulty, only a few miles. He returned 
toMr. J oseph Taylor’s, Little Moor-lane, 


near Oldham, where he preached on the 


Lerd’s day. His friends who heard him, 


remark that the services of that day excell- 


ed any thing they ever remember to have 


heard from him. When his brethren 


inquired of him the particulars respecting 
this business, he replied: ‘‘The horse rose_ 


up, and stood nearly erect upon his hind 
legs. He would go backwards, but not 


forwards, struggled for mastery with- 
out success, till I perceived my danger to 
be imminent, and till I was fully convinced 


that l was not qualified asa horse breaker.” 


The esteem which the associated churches 


of: Yorkshire and Lancashire had for Mr. 


Hirst is very apparent, from his being so 
— to at their 
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annual meetings. Fora number ef years 


the churches had not been united in an 


association, but anannuallecture had been 
preached at different places. In 1786 this, 


lecture was at Preston, when the minis- 
ters present proposed to form an associa- 


tion. In their first circular letter, which 
was written by Mr. Faweeti, on “The 


Privilegesand Duties of gospel Churches, ” 


find the folowing paragraphs, 


Several associations bave been formed. 


mit 1 different parts of this kingdom, among 


our brethren of the same denomination, 


Our annual lecture, which has been car- 


4ed on in this circuit, for a number of 
years, we hope and trust, has been of some 


service, through a diyine blessing for the - 


promotion of the good cause. At our last 
public meeting, was held ai Preston, 
in Lancashire, it was preposed, that we 
should unite in a christain association, for 


| the promotion ofthe communion of church- 
es, and that the several socitics i in the 
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connection be addressed in a  print- 
ed letter. | 
We can assure you, Iain that we 
do not mean by associating ourselves toge- 
ther, to attempt any infringement on your 
liberties, as voluntary societies, possessed 
of full power to um, all your affairs: 
within yourselves. We wish you to be 
zealous for the maintenance of this privi- 
lege, in its fullextent. We do not mean 
any, the remotest attempt to exercise do- 
-minion over your faith or consciences. 
But, we trust, our only aim is to be service- 
able so far as we may, to promote the 
glory of God, the welfare of precious souls 
and the edification of the churches of Jesus 
Christ. In proportion as these ends are 
answered our wishes will be accomplished.” 
Their first association was at Colne May 
30— 31st. 1787, and included the churches 
meeting at Leeds, Rawden, Gildersome, 
Halifax,Salendine-Nook, Hebden-Bridge, 
Wainsgate, Rochdale, Bacup,, Clough-— 
Fold , Cowling-Hill, Sutton, Barnoldswick;. > 
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Colne, Accrington, Blackburn and Pres- 
ton, At these associations Mr. Hirst, as 
well as the venerable Fawcett, was seldom 
absent. Their names were announced in 
almost every circular, either as the last 
preachers or the next, and frequently as 
both. - Mr. Hirst preached at the associa- 
tion at Manchester in 1790, from Ist Cor. 
xiii. 5, and in 1791, at Salendine-Nook, 
from Eph. iv. 5. In 1792, the meeting 
was held at Cowling-Hill, and he sirdashelh 
from Rom. iii. 9, and in the following year 
at Masbro’ from Rom. xvi. 24.. In 1794, 
- he wrote the circular letter, on the “ Nature 
and Importance of Repentance,” and the 
next year the association was held at Bacu p- 
He preached at Rochdale at the yearly 
meeting in 1797,, from 1 Tim. i. 15. Of 
the two following years I have no account, 
but in 1800, the association was held at 
: Pendle-hill, when he preached from Rom. 
xiii. 11, and in 1801, at Manchester from 
Luke xy. 2. In 1803, the meeting was 


held again at Bacup and in 1804, 


| 4 


at» Hebden-Bridge; where. he preached 


his last) association sermon, from John 
xxi. 15. Under that disgeurse ,many- 


-persens, were remarkably pleased, cem- 


forted and edified, It was theught that 
the preacher greatly excelled himself... 
- Had it been announced as his farewell 
sernion, it could scarce have been listened | 


with ‘greater attention, or produced a 
more happy cffect. ‘Sincé this period he 


has not been‘able to attend the association, 


own place, in 1813. “He considered these 
annual public meetings as-the most happy 
seasons of his life. “He delighted i in chris- 
tian ‘converse, and” 
brethren. + He esteemed it his honour to 

be united. with theni in association, 


| Mr. Hirst often met his brethren tn the 
ministry on other public occasions, Ifa 
new placeof worship was to be opened, or 
a young minister to be ordained, in the 
neighbourhood, he was very frequently 
engaged in the services. But he kept no 
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diary, norany ‘memorandums of his 


which will render any acconnt that may 
of them liable to mistake. 


j t Ogden he preached, at the opening 
of the chapel, from Mark,. xvi, 36, and 
the sermon wasa meansin the hand of God, 
ofthe conversion of the late Mrs, Ainsworth, 
Mr. Fawcett preached on the same occay 
sion from Ezekiel xliii. 11. 12. On the 
Ist of Nov. 1786, he was engaged at the 
same place, at the ordination of the late 


Mr. Thomas Williams. Mr. Crabtree, gave 


| ‘the,charge to the minister from 1. Tim, 
jy. 6. and Mr. Hirst preached tothe people. 
And on the 16th of April 1800, he gave | 
the charge to the present minister from 2. 
ii, 15. 16. Mr. Littlewood 


ig *. the people, from Phil. i. 27. 


At Cloughfold, at the ordination of Mr. 

| Robert Hyde to the pastoral office, ‘May 
$rd 1787, he preached totbe people, from I. 
Cor. xvi.10. and froma perusal of his notes, © 
the sermon — to have been an — 
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lent one, At another ordination there, 
in Jan, 1810, he gave the charge to the - 
minister from lL. Tim. iv. 16, Mr. Pilling 


of Goodshaw preached to the people. 


At May Ist 1793, at the or- 
dination of Mr. John Pilling, Mr. Faweett 
preached to the people, and Mr. Hirst 
nddressed the minister, He advised him 
at times to conceal his erief and trouble 
from his people, especially when they were 
involved in the same difficulties with him- 
self, and were ready to indulge unbeliev- 
ing fears, ° ‘He instanced in the case of | 
Moses at the Red sea, Moses was inward- 
ly distressed in mind, but he did not dis- 
cover it tothe people, His prayer to God 
was a mental, nota vocal one. The Lord 
said, “ Wherefore eriost thou unto me, bid . 
the people that they g go forw ard.” 


At Accrington, shows 1787, he 
at the ordination of Mr, W iiam Wade, 
who had before been some time at Ogden, 
and at Barnoldswick. find among Mr. 
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Hirst’s s papers, the questions proposed to 
Mr. Wade, and the church upon that oc+ 
casion, but | have not learned that he — 
preached. Aug. 30th 1796, he addressed — 
the church there| from 1. Thes. vy. 13 at 


the settlement of Mr. Honeywood. 


At Pendle-hill, on the 3lst of Aug. 1797, 
he preached ‘at the opening of the chapel, | 
from Acts xiii. 42,‘and ‘in the following 
year he was engaged there at the settle- | 
ment of Mr. Dickinson, over the church | 


newly formed at that place. 


At Wainsgate, he attended two edie 1 
tions, the former I fancy in ‘1779, and the 


latter | in £787 


| At Rochdale also, he was engaged at 
the ordination of Mr. Abraham’ Green- 
wood, in 1775. He introduced the service 


and Mr. Parker, and Mr, Fawcett preach- 
ed. And April 19th 1786, at the settle- 
“ment of Mr. Littlewood, the present 


pastor. 
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At Elland in 1791, he, and Mr. Ashworth | 
of Gildersome, were employed at the 
settlement of Mr. Hindle, over the people 
there. 

At Liverpool also, he wasengaged twicein | 
asimilar business. At the ordination of Mr. | 
P. Aikin. Mr. Edmondsof Birmingham and 
Mr. Dickinson of Pendle-hill assisted in 
the same services. Mr. Aikin was a young 
man from the North ofthe Island, of great 
learning and talents, and promised to be 
a great blessing to that branch of Zion, 
over which he was placed. But God’s 
thioughts are not our thoughts. He spee- 
dily removed him by the hand of death, * 
and supplied his place by another from the 
same part of the kingdom, of equal or su- 
perior promise, who is still preserved a 
blessing to the church at Lime-street. Mr. 


* In the Baptist Register Vol. 4 p. 6-9 there is a double 
account of Mr. Aikin. Inthe 3 Vol. of the Theological Re- 
pository published at Liverpool im 1301 at page 281 there is | 
also a brief memoir of this excellent young man. He died 
Oct. Ist.. 1804 in his 2ist year and lies in the grave-yard of 
Byrom-street Chapel, Liverpool. | | 
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Ilirst was called fo witness his settlement 
also over the same people. Of these ser- 


vices, Mr. Lister has given the following _ 


account. ‘“ My settlement was on Tues- 
day Evening, Oct. 1th 1803, in Lime- 


| street meeting, three ministers presiding: | 
on the occasion. Mr. Edmonds of Bir- — 


mingham introduced the business and pro- 
posed fhe ordinary questions to the church 
and also to the minister, recommending 
both, by prayer, to the divine guidanice; 
old Mr. Hirst gave the pastoral charge 
from 1. Tim. iv. 16. and Mr. Dickinson 
spoke to the church, from Deut. iii. 28.” 


‘On some public occasion Mr. Hirst was 
requested to preach at Chester. Mr. Med- 
_ ley from Liverpool unexpectedly attended, 
The friends at Chester thought proper to 
_ request Mr. Medley to occupy the place 
_ previously assigned to Mr. Hirst. He 

_ consented, on condition his brother Hirst 


should be agreeable. Some of the friends — 
waited on Mr. Hirst, and made the pro- 
posal. He submitted to their decision, but, 
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before the services commenced, he ordered 
hishorse. The parties were startled, and 
with some degree of confusion inquired 
his reason. He replied, that as he had 
nothing to do, he thought proper to direct 
his course homeward, where he could find 
something to do. They apologized, hoped 
he was not offended, assuring him they 
meant no affront. He answered, that he 
had, at their particular request, come near- 
ly sixty miles to preach a sermon, and 
when arrived on the spot he was informed 
that his services were not wanted, | They 
then desired, entreated and urged him to 
preach, as first appointed. He did so, 
and I-believe they had one extra sermon. 
Mr. Medley apologized, and hoped his 
brother would not feel offended with him, 
for he had not intruded, but been pressed 
into his place, and had only consented, on 
condition it should be agreeable to him. 
The business thus explained terminated to 
the mutual satisfaction of all the parties, 
and a foundation was laid for friendship 
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between the ivo preachers, which, it is 
believed, death itself has not dissolved. 
Readers will put different constructions 
upon the conduct of Mr. Hirst on this 
-oceasion.. Iti is recorded for the purpose 


of exhibiting an instance of his temper. : 


He acted here i in his own charecter. There. 
was no hypocrisy | ia this, nothing feigned | 
nor assumed, but all real, and the very 
language of his heart. It serves also to 
prove, that honesty , onalloceasions, would 


«o far towards preserving peace and: friends 


ship. Mr. Hirst might have felt hurt, 
smothered his feelings, concealed his _re- 
-sentment, and yet have appeared all 
placid compliance, and, in the modern 
phrase, have declared himself infinitely 
obliged to them for his release. He might 
have taken his grievance home, pored 
it in secret ‘ ublished ittothe injury of 
the parties, bornethem an inward grudge, 
and for ever after refused to cultivate in- 
timacy or friendship with them. But he 
chose to explain himself at once upon the 
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— spot, in the presence of all concerned, nor 

does his biographer think it a blemish in 
his character. Such conduct is highly 
preferable to inward resentment, to a 
backbiting and slanderous tongue, and to 
unwearied, persevering endeavours to un- 


dermine the reputation, and tostab the | 


character of those you ‘suppose to have 
injured you. 


Tribulation i is the nubiliiania lot of the 
heirs of glory. This world is to them, on 
many occasions, a vale of tears. Mr. Hirst, 
therefore could not expect an entire ex- 
emption from trouble. He had been left 
a widower with five children. Of these 
only two survive him. The older, 
Molly Hirst was married to a serious man 
Mr. Jobn Entwistle, who finished — his 
course at Pendle-hill. She is now united 
with Mr. Waddington, at Wall-green, 
neas Padibam. She has had no children. 
Betty Hirst united in marriage with 
‘Mr. Joshua Hamer, a very respectable 
member of the church under her Father’s 
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eare. She has ve children. These 


two daughters” Mr. Hirst might have'said 


“shall comfort us concerning our work 


and the toil of our hands.” They very 


rarcly grieved or offended him at any time. 
His eldest daughter, Nelly, was removed 


from our world in the twenty-first year of 
herage. ‘Tosce her fall in the very bloom 


of youth, must | -have been more than a 


common affliction to her F ather. He seems . 


to have felt tenderly on the sorrowful 


occasion. He vented the feelings of his 


mind in verse. In the opinion of many, 
he was not born nor even madea poet. He 
has, however, left several pieces in verse. 


Some of hisfriendsmay expect they should 


he published or, at least, noticed in his 
memoirs. .To meet this expectation the 
following lines entitled, “A Hymn npon 


thedeath of my dauighitas Nelly,” are given 


as a fair Specimen of the rest of his poetry, 


al 
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«0 Death! what ruin dost thou s 

To lay our children with the dead, 
When will thy sword. be satisfied ? 
When cease to spread destruction wide? 


Thou cruel foe of human kind, 

With sorrow thou dost fill the mind 
Of all, m every sphere of life, | 
The child, the husband and the wife. | 


. Thow hast cut off a blooming bough, 
Nor wouldst the [east compassion show; 
No skill, no cries could once prevail, 
To keep ‘NELLONIA from the gaol. 


But why do I count death to blame? 
He acts in God’s most righteous name; 
As we have sinned, so die we must, | 
The fairest form must turn to dust. 


. Young people in ote bloom attend, 


Consider what will be your end; 


‘The rosy cheek, the sparkling eye. 


Will not prevent it, you must die. 


When death his awful work has done, 
Christ will erect. his glorious throne, 
And yon to judgment must be brought | 
For every action, word and thought. 


. With language that will pierce his subs 


He'll bid the sinner then “depart 
In endless fire; with devils 


Fn black despair.” ” © dreadful Heil! 


But saints who have, for: refuge, fled 
To Chris‘, shall then lift up the head. 
For ail who have a Saviour found, 


With endless glory sball be crown’d.”” 
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The sie of Mr. Hirst wishes not | 
to claim for him that praise to which he is_ 
not entitled. Itis not any reflection upon 
_his character that he did not possess poeti-— 
cal talents. He had, what is infinitely su-— 
perior, a humane and christian spirit. One 
of his sons, Mr. Wm. Hirst, was taken — 
away by the relentless hand of death in his’ 
nineteenth year. He was anamiable young 
man, and promised to be a comfort and 
honour to his family. These were trying 
_ strokes to a tender father, but the gonso~ 
lations of the gospel'su pported his drooping | 
mind. His other son, Mr. James Hirst, 
for some reasons, thought proper to leave’ 
his native village. He spent many of the» 
last years of his life at Amersham, Buck-. 
_inghamshire. He only trusted ene person 
with the secret of his descent.. He died at. 
the age of forty-four, and it appears, by a 
letter from Amersham, that he died happy. 
in the love of Jesus. “The person “who 
visited him for some months, during his. 
last illness, has reasons to believe that he 
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is now in heay en.” Few persons can re- 
alize, or eyen imagine the powerful, 

but mingled emotions of tender grief and 
joy which Mr. Hirst evinced, when he re- 
ceived intelligence of his long lostson, and 
ef his happy ‘death. He named 
him without a flood oftears. He mentions 
the subject i ina leiter to friend. As the 
letior is not long, and is a fair specimen 
of his epistolary writing, the seader will 
not be offended if the whole be transcribed. 


ke Dear Brother, 


| I with pleasure 
anticipated ; he present association in hopes 
of seeing you and many of my dear breth- 


renin the Lord. But my God has confined 


me at home by the rod of afiliction. 
Last week I was siezed with an acute pain- 
in my back. I then hoped that by this © 
time | should be better, but the will of | 


the Lord is to lay the rod closer. His will 


be done. I need refininy: from the dross. 
of sin, and this shall help io purge it 


if I never more meet you here below idee 
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am pleased with the hope of meeting you’ 
all in the presence of God and the Lamb, | 
1 hope you will meet with no disappoint- | 
- ment by my absence. Without doubt you’ 
will have many better preachers than I. 
_ May the God of all grace be with you all, 
and bless his word to all who shall attend, 


_ Last Friday I received a letter from a 
member of the Baptist church at Amersham, 
- Bucks, containing an account of the hap- 
py death of my son James, of whom [had © 
heard nothing before for upwards of four- 
teen years. God i is good. May my heartand 


| | life be full of his | praise. 1 rematn &c. 


JOHN Hirst.” 


igibebanee and anxious suspense respec- 


ting the fate of an only son, so long pro- 
tracted, must have been, to an affectionate 


father, avery hea v} trial. Butthe happiness 


of his domestic circle at home, and the 
strength of his confidence in the wisdom, 


power, eqiity and goodness of God, asthe 


Governor of the world, served, ina mea- 


| sure, to counterbalance his grief and fo 


‘ 
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set his mind atrest. He felt his cross as | 
a tender father, and bore itas a hunble 
christian. 


Minister) of the gospelare called upon to 
war a good warfare and to endure hardness 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and, in the 
good cause in which they have embarked, 


‘tobe faithful even unto death. Mr, Hirst 


therefore might reasonably expect to have 


_ his valour tried. He met with some things 


painfulas well as pleasant i in the discharge 
of his pastoral duties. Indeed, it would ma- 
nifest great ignorance of human natureand 
great inconsideration to suppose, that he 
could execute the functions of his high of- 
fice with faithfulness, for more than forty 
years over a church consisting generally 
of more than a hundred members, without 
the ocenrrence of many painful circum- — 
stances. Upon this head Mr. Hirst himself 
remarks: “4 have had many trials to en- 
dure, but thanks be to the God ofall grace, 
hitherto he has helped me, and with all my 
trials I may yenture to say, that few 
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ministeds have enjoyed more peace with 
their people than | Ihave with mine. ’ 


Mr. Hirst, generally before the associa+ 
tion, made some remarks in the church 
book respecting the number of members 
their increase or decrease during the past 
year, As these tend to shew the state of 
his mind and his concern for Zion, I will 
transcribe a few of them, 
“May L1th. 1790. | 


This day the baptized church of Christ 
at Bacup, under the pastoral care of John 
Ilirst, is composed of 111 members, 


| Since the last association we have lost 
by death three, by exclusion one. We 
have received four from the ruins of the 
church at Bolton, and eighteen, by bap- 
tism. ‘Increase eighteen. 


Those whom God has remeved by death, 


‘Thope are with him in his glory. I labour 
in prayer for the restoration of the exclud-_ 
‘ed member. May all in full communion 
be preserved from evil, and sanctified in 
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spirit, unto God the Father, 
ditougk his Son Jesus Christ, and by his 


ever blessed Spirit. Amen.” 
“May 7. 1791. 


This day we are 117 in eheaeiele fellow- 


ship. During the past year we have 


received from the world and baptized ten | 
persons. We have lost oie by death, and 
excluded three. Increase, 6: 


iti isa thy free grace 
through the redemption of thy dear Son, 
that tlie above are, I trust, translated out 


of the kingdom of darkness into the king- 
‘dom of thy dear Son, 


May they appear 
more and more by thy work upon them, to 
be thy dear children, together with the 
rest of thy flock, under the care of thy 


poor weak and unworthy servant! May 
thy blessing upon my labours bring many 
more poor sinners near to thyself! May 


we all walk so as to enjoy thy saving, sanc- 
tifying. presence always with us! Amen.” 


The account in May 1792 was, five adtied 
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three excluded aud owe dead. ‘The num- 
ber the same as it was.” Thus, O Lordl 
thou hast thought proper to checker our 
path, but it 1s becording. to thy wisdom, 


| _ which is infinite and thy love which is 


unbounded. I thank thee, O my God, 
for what thou hast done for us, and for me 
an unworthy servant. May thy good hand 
| be still with us and upon us for good, that 
-wemay yet increase in numbers, and inevery 
grace of thy holy Spirit. May thy presence 
and power sustain me, in the true and 
sincere ministry of the gospel unto my 
life’s end! And when my work is done 
here in thy vineyard, remove me to thyself 
_ and thy kingdom through Jesus Christ; 
Amen.” In 1794 he says “we have had 
eight members added this year and one 

_ removed by death. O Lord, thy goodness 
unspeakable towards us. Multiply 


grace and peace to us, and enable thy . 
poor unworthy servant to be faithful to 
his ministry and bless his poor labours, to _ 
-. the gathering in of more of thy chosen — 


. q 
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flock, bail to re fillingof those that believe 


all the fruits of righteousness through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


From the foregoing extracts it i very 
apparent that ‘Mr. Hirst laboured for God; 


that his heart wasin his work; that hesought 
the good of Jerusalem, and that the pros- 
perity of Zion was the joy of his soul. 
Such a disposition God gave himand then, _ 
crowned it with his blessing, Every suc- 


ceeding year he had the happiness to 
behold the spirit of bigotry and prejudice 


dying and. wasting away before“him. He 
lived till, he saw the funeral of religious 
malevolence and animosity, and ‘their 


places supplied: by two others of divine” 


origin, even LOVE and react. His 
larity increased with his years, and God 
was still adding to the church such as 
we trust shall be finally saved. Qn the 
12th May. 1807, he writes thus. “It has. 
pleased God who is rich in mercy, toadd 


- to our number since the last association, — 
nine persons who have been baptized, and | 
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one who has been restored. But for our 
warning he hath removed two from us by 


death. Though we feel the loss of these 


we hope they enjoy great gain, The name 
of the Lord be praised,” | 


His congregation did not decline 
on account of his growing years and 
infirmities, but seemed rather on that 
very ground to increase. | For years there 
was a constant demand for seats which 
could not be supplied. Application was— 
made long beforehand, for such as might 
become vacant by the death or removal of 
the occupier. Thus, in the evening of his 
life and of his labours, was the good old 
minister blessed, with the favour of God 
and of man. The reiterated cry for more 
room induced the church and congregation 
towards the close of 1810, to take the 
mutter into serious consideration. 
result Dneed not mention as it appears in 
the spacious and commodious place of 


worship whick has been erected. * 


= 


~ - 


CH AP. v. 


Containing some account of Mr. Hirst during the last 
Sour years of his life. Of his sickness, death and Suneral. 


From 1811 to 1815. or, 75th to the 7th of | 
his age. 


= 


pur days of our yeurs are threescore 

' years and ten; and if by reason of 
strength | they, be fourscore years, yet is 
their strength labour and sorrow, for it is 
soon cut off, and we fly away. While the 


Deist spurns the book in which this sen- 


tence is recorded he must, however 
reluctantly, feel, experimentally feel, the 
truth it contains or die to evade it, and— 
thereby realise another truth which the | 
same book has pronounced; “ Dust thou © 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 
Both these texts have been already verilied 
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in Mr. Hirst. After he had passed his 
séventieth year, his strength and sight 
greatly failed. But hecontinued to engage 
in his miristerial work, with his usual 
alacrity, until the late meeting house was 
taken down. In the beginning of 1811, 


the weather, for some time, was generally ee 


severe and stormy. Yet at this season, 
Mr. Hirst, with one or other of his friends, 

went round the sab of Bacup, 
to solicit subscriptions for the erection of 


| the present chapel. He succeeded beyond 


ihe most sanguine expectations, More 
than a thousand pounds were mubnosibed: 
presently. His ownchurch and congrega 

tion came forward with a ouneniatelinde 
diberality. The friends of the established 
Chureb, and others also, readily and. 


ho cheerfully manitested their candour, affec- 


tion and benevolence upon the occasion. 
Mr. Hirst soon found the toil too great, 


but not without’ some difficulty was he 
prevailed on to desist. The season bemg 


unfavourable, and the fatigue too i 
| 8 3 
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for his enfeebled frame, he took a cold, 
from the effects of which he never thorough- 
ly recovered. It is recorded in the church 
book, March 28th 1811. “This day the 
church assembled for divine worship, being 
the conversation meeting. Our pastor was_ 
absent on account of bodily affliction. This | 
isthe first time of his. being so, for more 
than thirty-eight years.” Anuninterrupted 
course of health is a remarkable favour to 
a minister and to the church over which 
he presides ; ; but it renders sickness doubly 
trying when it is sent. Mr. Hirst was 
presently so far restored, as to attend again 
to his ministerial labours. During the 
erection of the new chapel, the congrega- 
tion assembled in the bottom room ofa 
factory at the distance of half a mile from 
the residence of Mr. Hirst. They conti- 


nued to meet here many months. This 
room though large and commodious was 
“not the most comfortable and safe, as a 
place of worship. There wasa current of 
air, which, however pleasant at the time, 
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is dangerous in its effects, and ‘that, in | 


proportion tothe hotness of the day. How- 
ever, Mr. Hirst was wonderfully preserved 
and supported. But the fatigue of the 


walks, and his exposure to all sorts of 


weather before and after public speaking, 
had a tendency to increase the infirmities 
und debility, he already experienced, _ 


About this period | it was casually pro- 
posed among a circle of friends, in the 
presence of Mr. Hirst, that the ministers 
who had been raised in the church should 
be solicited to assist him in rotation, one 
 Lord’s day in a month, ‘under a consider- 
ation of his growing infirmities. He no 
‘sooner understood the proposal, than he 


replied: “No, no, I can do myself yet,” 


He therefore continued his public services, 
generally three times on a Lord’s day, 
besides frequent services on the week days. 
\: They began to have public service in the 
present meeting house about the beginning 
of 1812, and the good old man seemed 
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Inan introductory discourse, he gaveashort 


moving history ofhis ministry at Bacup, 


and dwelt more especially upon the ma- 


| nifestations of the wonderful favour of the 


Almighty, towards him and the church, 
[n the close of his M. S. he says, “We 
have gone on to this day, May 19th 1812, 
and have, for want of room, been under 


the necessity of erecting a new chapel, 


which will comfortably. seat at least nine — 
hundred people, and it is nearly full ey ery 
Lord’s day in the afternoon. We want 

only thankfulness to God, and love one_ 
to another, but alas! alas! both are too 

much wanting.” ‘After this. period his 
strength gradually and very visibly de- 
clined. The dimness of his ‘sight and the 
weakness of his frame, rendered a guide 
and support necessary when he walked 
from home. In Jan. 1813, the writer had 
an opportunity to hear him preach. He was 
not able to go directly across the pulpit 
from the seat to the front, but took a 
circuit to assist himself by the paiplt side. 


2 
+ 
| 
| 
4 
¢ 
Be. 
a+ 
? 


The pulpit is. uncommonly large, which 


to the decrepitude of age rendered the 
difficulty greater. But notwithstanding 


his unfitness, he preached 


with a strength, coherence and fluency, 
truly astonishing. At Whitsuntide this 
year, the association was held at Bacup, 
This produced a similar effect upon the 
‘good old man as the’ sight of the waggons 
did upon Jacob. His spirits were revived 
and exhilirated. The sight of many of his 
old friends, and brethren, made him for 


the time to forget his infirmities, But 
the fatigue and exertion of the season, 


had upset him when the bustle ceas- 
ed. He soon recruited again, and preached 


with great vivacity and but little inter~ 


ruption. But before the close of this year 


he was unable to leave home without being 


carried. His friends invented, and pro- 
vided him witha suitable convey ance, and 
two of them were unwearied in their rea- 
diness to carry him to and from the meeting 
house, and indeed wherever he desired, 
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\\ 


Every month he appeared to be more and 
more esteemed by the church and congre- 
gation, and by all around of every name, 
and character. All respected and vene- 
rated old Mr. Hirst, 
Like some other good old ministers he 
manifested a reluctance to decline the 
labours of the pulpit. But it wasa pecu- 
liar felicity to him and to his people, that 
his services were acceptable to the last. — 
Few wished him to desist, except it was on 
account of his extreme debility and weak- 
ness. Compassion, not contempt, dictated 
the desire of assistance forhim. It should 
be mentioned somewhere to the praise of 
allconcerned, that the church manifested 
a laudable desire to reli¢ve his mind from 
all anxiety respecting his support. They — 
inquired of him what would supply his 
wants. He replied, £70 per annum was’ 
as much as he wished. ‘This sum Wwarus- 
_ranteed to him for life, though he should — 
never have been able to preach again. 
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This settlement was more than four 
years before he died. But the certainty 
of his stipend did not make him relax 
in his endeavours to supply them. In 
Jan. 1814, the writer of these lines was 
sent for to relieve the old man oneday. On 
his arrival at Bacup he waited upon Mr, 
Hirst to know his appointed work on the ’ 
-morrew. ‘ You must preach twice,” says: 
he, “but I will preach myself in the morns 
“ing.” Accordingly he was. carried to the 
vestry at the proper time. Many of his 
_ friends advised him to avail himself of help 
when he had opportunity. But he replied, 
“T love my Master and I.love his work,” 
and wished to be helped to the pulpit. It 
was not without great difficulty that he 
was prevailed upon to relinquish his post. 
He introduced the service by prayer, with 
a fluency, fervency and propriety, that at _ 
once astonished and edified. Strangers 
wondered ‘to see one so feeble, and, appa- 
rently so unqualified ascend the pulpit, | 
and even his most intimate friends were 
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filled with surprise at his pertinent and 
coherent discourses. He scemed, and 
really was, entirely unfit for every thing 

else, but praying and preaching. When > 
he was unable to rise from his seat, either | 
to kneel or stand while he prayed, he would 
sit in his chair and in his daily devotions, 
with his family, would pour out bis sup- 
plications at a throne of grace, with great 
copiousness and propriety. The dimness 
of his sight disqualified him for reading in 
public, and rendered an assistant neces- 
sary to read the hymns. Towards the 
close of his ministry, this assistant also. 
generally prayed before sermon. His 
labours were still blessed, and a consider-. 
able number have been baptized, since 
the new meeting was erected. On these 
occasions, Mr. Hirst, -Samson-like, would 
do as at other times. However, a friend 
or two stepped into the water with him, 
and one would support him, while the 
other assisted in raising the baptized per 
son. ad last time he administered this 


> 
i 
; 
| 
4 
+ ‘ 
: 
t 
% 
4 
i 
& 
7 
4 
f 
a 


217. 


ordinance was, I think, on the Ist of Jan. 


) | 1814, when four females were immersed 


by him, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, whom 
he will be happy to meet in heaven. 
‘Those who have been united to the church 
‘since that period, have been baptized by 
another hand. His other labours were 


but very little interrupted until the month 
of May 1815, when he requested that an 
assistant might be obtained. It is much to 
the credit of the church that they did not 


imperiously urge such a measure sooner, 
and that, when it was agreeable to their 
venerable pastor, it was adopted without 
delay. But, alas! the steps taken in this 
business were nullified by his speedy death, 

He expressed a desire to see the writer of 
this memoir once more on this side eterntty. 
Accordingly he spent the last. Lord’s day 
in May at Bacup. At this time he was © 
very happy. His confidence in God was 
very strong. He knew in whom he had 


believed, and was strongly ‘persuaded of 
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his own personal interest in Jesus Christ, 


The ability and willingness of Christ to 


save the chief ofsinners, gave vigour and _ 
‘stability tohishope. He rejoiced in pros- _ 


pects of eternal purity and pleasure, 


_ assuring us that nothing should be able to 


separate him from the love of God, which 
is in Christ J esus our Lord. It was said to 


him, “If religion bea delusion, it is to you © 


avery happy delusion.” He replied with 


a very earnest Vullicmnbaioe: “T am not 


deluded, 1 know that my Redeemer liveth. 


God is iny salvation, I will trust and not 
beafraid. I have no confidence inthe flesh, 
“My faith stands not in the wisdom of men — 


but in the power of God. My hope ‘is not 


built upon any thing I have done, but on 


the Rock of Ages, on the foundation God | 


has laid in on, against which the gates 
of hell cannot prevail.” But how, if the 
Bible on which you rest should prove a 


spuriousbook? yourconsolation then would 
prove delusive. “I haye no doubt” said 
he “of the authenticity of the Bible. I 
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210 | 
firmly believe it tobe the word ofhimthat 
cannotlie. I did once, for a considerable — 
time, doubt its divinity but these doubts 
were removed by satisfactory evidence of 
its divine inspiration. The necessity and 
- possibility of divine revelation, and the 
perfect agreement ofit, with the circum- 
stances in which man is involved, and its 
containing whatever even enlightened 


reason could possibly desire, are strong 
probabilities that it is from God. The 
purity, simplicity and sublimity of its con- 
tents, the miracles wrought to confirm it, 
the accomplishment of its promises and. 
predictions, its preservation by the special 
agency of divine providence, and its power 
upon the hearts and lives of men, and 
especially upon myself, are to my mifnd, 
undeniable proofs of its divine origin. He 
_ that believeth has the witness in himself, 
 thathe has not followed a cunningly devis- 
edfable. For a great number of years my — 
doubts have not returned with any force 
or continuanee. His word is the basis of 
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my hope. lama poor unworthy sinner. 
I have nothing and have done nothing to 
glory in. In me, that is, in my flesh dwel- 
leth no good thing. Do not say any thing 
good sbont me after kam gone, but ascribe 
all good to the free grace of God. My 
best works are but as filthy rags, if viewed 
by the divine law, and as separate from 
Christ. But in the Lord I have righteous- 
ness and strength. I look to his obedience 
and death as the ground of my justification 
and acceptance in the sight of God. OQ! 


how I long to be gone that I may praise 


him, and lay my crown at his feet crying, _ 
worthy is the Lamb. Not unto me Lord, 
not unto me but to him that loved me and 


washed me from my sins in his own blood, 


be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” 
In a similar strain he continued to enlarge, 
with little intermission, upon his unworthi- 
ness and vileness as a sinner, upon his 
completeness i in Christ, and upon his desire 
to depart and to be with his adorable and 
adored Saviour. Mrs. Hirst desired him 
to forbear on account of his weakness, anf 
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his aptness to faint by over exertion. Such 
were the experience, hopes and prospects 

of Mr. Hirst, in expectation of immediate 
death and eternity. If ever the holy and 
: happy effects of real religion were witness- 
ed in the experience of a dying man, they 
-_were seen in the late venerable John Hirst, 


though his life been exemplary, 


were bright, his strong, 
and his hope like an anchor to the soul, 


sure and stedfast entering into that which 


is within the veil; yet he eould not bear 
the least mention of any goodness in him, 
er any thing that he had done, in a way 
that tended in any measure to lessen the 
idea of his guilt and unworthiness, er todi- 
_winish the glory of sovereign grace, in his 
- salvation. He was determined to know 
nothing save Jesus Christ and him crueifi- 
ed. “God forbid,” he would say, “that I 


should glory, save in the crossofour Lord 


Jesus Christ, by which the world is crucifi- 


ed unto me, and I unto the world.” 
| T 2 
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‘He to the Notwithstand- 
ing all his infirmities, and especially the 
dimniébe of his sight, he continued to use 
his pen till May, 1815. On the 6th of that 
month, he entered the minutes of the pre- 
paration meeting. But from inspection it 
is apparent, that when he lifted his pen he 
was unable to discern where he had left. 
off. The day following he preached once, 
and administered © the ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper, with his usual warmth and 
devotion. Heeven drew up the church 
letter forthe association, which was holden 


guint a month before his death. As this 
was probably | the last time he ever used a 
pen, and as the letter is brief and breathes 


_ the same spirit as his former ones on simi- 
dar occasions, and as it may inform some, 
and gratify others, [ will transcribe it, that | 
posterity may say: This wasthe last letter ay 
written by Mr. Hirst.” 


“To the ministers and messengers of the | 
Particular Baptist Churches, met in as- 
sociation, at Bramley, near Leeds, in York- | 
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shire, May 17th and 18th 1815. We the 
churchof Christat Bacup, of thesame faith _ 
and order, under the pastoral care 


| John Hirst, ‘send greeting. 
| | 


| Dearly Beloved, | 
| the grace of God 
we are yet continued in union and fellow- 
ship. Our congregation from sabbath to— 


sabbath is largeand attentive. Our church 
and other meetings are well attended. We 


have had four baptized and added tous, | | 


and also one by letter from: Plymouth. 
But with all our other blessings we have 
had our afflictions. Eight ‘Save been 
separated from us by 
three removed by the hand of death. 
Our pastor is old and. infirm. We 
- are under the necessity of seeking an as- 
sistant to help him. This is by his own 
- request. You will see by this that our affairs | 


| are checkered, but we hope God has nos 


forsaken us. We earnestly beg an interest 
in your prayers. May the God ofall grace 
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‘Hirst, which happened on Thursday morn- 
ing about eight o’clock, He bad kept bis 
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be with you on the present occasion,. and 
bless you in all your assemblies.” Ma 


The last time he appeared in the pulpit 
was on the 2Ist of May. He preached a- 
bout thirty minutes from Psalm xix 10, 
“ More to be desired are they than gold; 


yea, than much. fine gold, sweeter also 


than honey or the honey comb,” He ap- 
peared collected and animated during his 
labour, but uncommonly exhansted after 
the conclusion. | 


There was not any apprehension of the 
immediate death of Mr. Hirst, until 
Thursday, the Sth of June. He then took 


his bed. Of his peculiar exercises during _ 
the last week of his life, no very particu- | 


lar information has come to hand. bao 


son-in-law writes thus:— 


ay here tnfowen you of the death of Mr. 


bed about a week, but had not much ex-— 
cruciating pain till about twenty hours 
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hefore his death. ‘He remained very com- 
fortable in his mind so long as he could 
speak. He repeated many texts of scrip- 
_ ture, and offered up many applicable 
ejaculations, which were both pleasing 
and affecting. Mrs. Hirst is very feeble 
and much eayers and is not likely ta 
survive him long.” be 


Thus died this good man when he had 
_ nearly completed his 79th year, more than 
fifty of which he spent in the service of his 
_ Redeemer. Great respect was paid to his | 
| ‘memory by the church, congregation, 
and, indeed, by all the populationaround, 
He was interred on Monday, June 19th 
The Rey. Mr. Porter, minister of St. John’s, 
_ Bacup, the Rev. Mr. Hutton, and many 
of the most respectable familiesin the neigh 
bourhood, attended the solemnities of his: 
_ funeral. He was carried to his grave by | 
Messrs. Pilling, Hargreaves, Trickett, 
and Gregory, amidst an amazing concourse 
of people, collected from the village and | 
places adjacent for miles around. Every | 


avenue was filled up, and numbers from 
the windows, and even from the tops of 
buildings, seemed to express their love, 
respect and veneration for this aged ser- 
vant ofthe Lord. Mr. Robert Heyworth, 
pastor at Cloughfold, gave out suitable 
hymns, which were sung all the way, from 
the house of the deceased, to the chapel. 


The corpse was carried into the meet- 


ing house, and Mr. Trickett introduced 
public service by reading and prayer. 
Mr. Pilling, according to a _ previous 
request of the deceased, then preached 


from Acts xx. 32, “And now brethren, I 


commend you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which i is able to build you up, 


and to give you an inheritance ameng all 
them which are sanctified.”” He observed, 


that believers were all brethren as having 
the same Father—as sharing in common 
the blessings of the gospel—and as expect- 
ing the same gracious reward. Paul com- 


mended them to God, not to themselves 


nor to any | of their fellow men, but to God 
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because his power, wisdom, love, &c. are 
able to preserve, protect, keep, and sup- 
ply them. He commended them to the 
word of his grace, viz. the Bible, which 
is the word of his grace, as it is itself the 
of his grace—reveals the doctrines of 
 grace—is full of the promises of grace 
and of a salyation which is.all of grace— 
The inheritance, the preacher remarked, _ 


was heaven and was for the sanctified i.e, _ 


as were appointed:to itand meetened 
for Among these observations were 
interspersed a variety of remarks, respect- 
ing our deceased brother, the church, 
and the congregation, with suitable hints 
of advice to the church under present 
circumstances, 
| Mr. Hargreaves made the oration atthe 
_ grave. He noticed the dreadful nature _ 
and sad effects in the ruin of both 
 angelsand men, and in bringing the chil- 
dren of Adam tothe dust; thecertainty ofa 
future resurrection, from the resurrection _ 
of Christ; from ihe purchase of his death; 
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from the promise of his lips; and from the 


power of his arm; and then closed the 
solemnities'with assuring the thousands 
present, that there was no way of meeting 
death with joy. or safety, but by being 
found in Jesus, clothed with his righteous- 
‘ness and sanctified by his Spirit, After 
this the multitude with seeming reluctance — 
left the grave. Thus were "the mortal | 
emains of a good man laid in the dust 
under the care of Jesus, who, we believe, 
will raise his body —" fair and glorious 
like his own. 


On the following Lord’s s day June 25th. 


the writer, of these pages preached his 


funeral sermon. He had for some years 
stood pledged for this service. The text 
was chosen by the deceased. Cor. 
11, Finally, brethren, farewell. Be per- 
‘fect; be of good comfort; be of one mind; 
‘live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you. The meeting 


house wasuncommonly crowded, andmany 
remained on the outside. 


Qn a moderate 
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ealculation, there were seventeen or eigh- 


teen hundred people collected in a village, 
_ totestify their respect for departed worth. 


He is buried within the area of the for- 
mer meeting house, close by the remains 
of his predecessor, Mr. Piccop, and co- 


vered with a plain stone, on which is the | 


following inscription. 


“To the Memory of the Jate Rey. Joun 
Hirst 42 years Pastor of this Church. He 


died June 15th 1815, in the 79th year of 


his age. 

| Not on his aida but on the Blood 

Righteousness of his Incarnate God, 2] 

Were all his hope, his joy, his rest, his crown, — 
And at his feet he laid his burden down.” 


le Also Martha his wife who died Jung | 


30th 1815, aged 89.” 


These two had lived together in pa 
wilderness for the space of 45 years and 


_ ‘are appointed to rest in the same grave till 


time shall me no more. 
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MEMOIR. 
CHAP. V. 


MiseeNancous femarks: 


a brief view of Mr. Hirst as a Man, a 
a Friend, a Minister, and of his Seutiments, mere | 
dence, 
| SECTION, 


HE whiter of the life of John Hirst 


sincerely laments, that the mournful 


vet pleasing task wasnot committed tosome 
 abler hand, who could have done it more’ 
ample justice. To the clear description of 


any subject he feels himself inadequate, 
and a conscious inability begets a timidity 
and diffidence, which ‘ie the exertions 
of the feeble powers he possesses. The | 
delineation of the person of John Hirst will 
appear to his friends very imperfect, and 
it shall therefore be very brief. 
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fe was V ery pale towards the cl 


five feet eight inches high, and rather 
strongly built than otherwise, Nature 


in his formation. His forehead was rather 
pleasing and inviting, in his countenance. 
say his external appearance was prepos- 


degree as to make him or 


erally appeared as if ‘his business re> 


very considerably reduced in size. His 


Nature had favoured Mr. Hirst with a 
strong and capacious | one. He had a lively 


231 
__ He was of a middle stature, being about 
had observed proportion, and symmetry, 
prominent, and his grey eyes were alittle — 
sunk, but they were keen and engaging. 
[here was something commanding yet 


Those who knew him in his younger years 


sessing, After his thirty-fifth year he 
grew rather corpulent, but not to that 


uncomfortable. In his walks he gen- 


quired haste. He grew thinner after his 
sixty-fifth year, and before his death. was 


een ruddy, 
of life. 


‘The mind is the man, and the God of 


complexion, which had never 
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passions, and a capacious retentive me- 
mory. He could think closely, and, in 
general, he reasoned conclusively. Very 


tude or capacity of mind; which, according 
to Dr. Watts, is one of the noblest cha- 


it is said, consists in three 


1: 


]. “When the mind is ready to take in 
great and sublime apt without pain or 


2. When the | is to receive 
and strange ideas, upon just evidence, 
without great surprise or aversion. 


3. ‘When the mind is able to conceive 
or survey many ideas at once, without con- 
fusion, and to form a true judgment 


ready invention, solid judgment, strong 


are blessed with equal natural abilities. 
possessed in a good degree that amplhi- 


racters of the human understanding. This — 
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There is no intention to ascribe these 
properties in the highest degree to Mr. 
Hirst, but only to assert that.he possessed 
them in a degree above mediocrity. 
_ The reason why these talents never made 
a preeminent appearance was the want of 
human culture. God furnished him with 
the radical principles of agreat man, but 
the cultivation of them. was neglected, 
He felt the superiority of his natural abili- — 
ties, rested in them, and sought not to 
polish or improve them, by the diligent 
acquisition of human literature. He did 
~ not seem alive to the worth of learning, 
and, not possessing it himself, he was at. 
one period, ratherunfriendly toit in others. 
It is very lamentable that men who haye 
but a slender share of erudition, are gene- 
rally prone to decry it in others; to depre-_ 
ciate its value, and to represent its 
possession and influence, as rather injuri- 
ous than otherwise, to a gospel minister. 
It cannot be concealed, that our worthy 


brother was formerly too much is the 
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influence of this mistaken and vitae 
spirit. His biographer has rarely regretted 
following his advice in any instance save 
one, which regarded immediately the im- 
provement of his mind, ‘by the acquisition 
of that learning, the want of which, he la- 
ments, and must continue. to lament till 
he arrives at that world, where such ac- 


complishments will be superceded by the 
irradiating, effulgent, uninterrupted beams 


of the SUN OF RiGHTEOUSNESs. Mr. Hirst, 
however, at times felt a wish to obtain 


some branchesof learning which he thought | 


might be useful. When he was forty-six 
years old, he wrote to the Rev. Charles 
Whitfield of Hamsterly, respecting the 
best method of learning the Greek Lan+ 
guage. Mr, Whitfield survives his cor- 
respondent, an aged, honourable and 
useful servant, in the vineyard ofthe Lord. © 
In his reply to Mr. Hirst he takes for 


granted what cannot be denied, his detici- 
ency in the of the 


topgue, 
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« With to the of the 
1 think youshould in the first place, inform 
_ yourself with respect to the parts of specch, 
the variations of nouns, the distinction of 
moods, and the order and nature of the 
tenses in verbs, with their variations; and 
| also the common rules of syntax in the 
English tongue.—Then youshould procure | 
the last edition of Holmes’ Greek Gram- 
mar, and Parkhurst’s Greek Lexicon, 
with a Greek Testament. The declension 
of nouns; and paradigms of the verb ac~ 
tive and passive, with the rules of sy ntax 
must be got by heart. You should then 
have Graeciae Sententiae and the help of | 
a living teacher a few days. And i in a little | 
time you would be able to ony the 


It does not appear that Mr. Hirst ever 
took any decided and persevering measures 
to obtain the desired object; but subse- 

~ quent to this period he cultivated some ~ 
‘acquaintance with English Gramusar. He 
was busily employed i in the managemen? 
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~ from company, would be painful, 


| of church affairs, in preaching the gospel 


at home and abroad, in visiting ihe sick, 
and in burying the dead, which services 
engaged a great portion of his time; and,. 
being of a social dispogition, and fond of 
the company of his friends, he found no 
time, or no inclination for the improve- 


< ment of his mind, in learning a foreige 


At his time of life, whale find, ina dead. 
language, adry, dreary, dark and tedious 
path; little suited to gratify his lively, 
social humour. Retirement and seclusion 


Much 
study would be a weariness to the flesh. 


Disinclination would create despair of suc. 


cess, cut the sinews of the requisite dili- 
gence and persey erance, and render his. 
feeble and distant efforts vain and abortive. 
There was ‘no royal road to this desired 


| knowledge, and the common one was too - 
long, and too tedious to Mr. Hirst. This 


a he saw reason to regret, and, in 
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his old age, he wrote his sentiments in 
favour of human learning. sal | 
Mr. Hirst was in most cases, \ a man of | 
decision. He sought the best means for 
information. His judgment being fixed, — 
he acted from principle, and, in matters 
of importance, was seldom in doubt which 
to proceed. and obetruc- 


* As some nivecute? for j ignorance have minions the | 
name of Hirst to sanction their opinions, it may not be ine 
proper to make histhoughts public. | | 

Thoughts on Exdlucation for the Ministry the Gospel, | 
in answer to some objections against it. | 

Obj. 1. Our Lord nae to thd Apostleship any but | 
illiterate men. | 
call men of earning to the minis- 

try, he made them so when called. sides, that was the 
_ age of miracles, and he furnished them with extraordinary 

powers to raise the dead, &c. and speak in whatever lan-— 
‘dey. was needful. And it: is not true that he called none 
e illiterate, for when the gospel was to be preached to 
learned Greeks, he sent Paul, who had been brou | 
at the feet of the learned Gamailiel, "and like Moses, was | 
| ed in all the wisdom of the day. Le: | 

, Obj, 2. Learning has been more injurious to the — f 
than profitable. | 
~ Ans. This has often been said but ‘never proved. . God | 
can bless whom he will, and he has blessed both the illiterate | 
and the learned. But it seems not possible that the former 


could be equally profitable to posterity with such as Owen, 
Henry, atts, idridge, Gill, Brie, and many others. 
of thelearned. Besides, if we learning, let us reject: 
the labours of the. hy do we read their writs. 
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mind 


tions in the path of duty, only quickened 


_ his diligence and secured his perseverance, 
‘Hesitation and delay seldom marked his 


steps.. He pressed on towards the end he 
had in view. In his attachments, friend- 
ships, opinions, and practices, he manifest- 


-ed no wavering, no instability, but an 
invariable 


decision, and inflexibility of 
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‘ings, and avail ourselves of their criticisms upon dubious 


‘nd dificult points, nay, why do we not reject the Bible in 
our own language, seeing we owe the translation of it from 
the original tongues to learned men? The overthrow of pa- 


and popish darkaess, was by means of the light of léarning, 


The Pope of Rome had never given countenance to learning 
and printing, in the manner be did, could he have foreseen 
that they would ultimately be the ruin of his kingdom. — 
Obj. 3. Young men trained up at academies commonly 
Ans. It is too apparent that some illiterate men when en- 


» couraged topreach, grow too proud of their office og abilities. 
_ Pride no more of conrse follows. learning than it does igno- 


rance. Bnt provided it did, the abuse ofa good, does not 
forbid its use. QOn.the other hand, pride springs from ig- 
norance, and humility from true knowledge. Wisdom 1s 
therefore the principal thing. 
Obj. 4. God can and will carry on his own cause, with 
his own arm, and needs no carnal weapons. | 
Ans. True, he can, but is it not equally true, thathe has _ 
appointed means for the accomplishivent of his purpose? 
He could feed us ail by miracle, but be will not. He has 


appointed teachers and pastors, for the edifying of his body 
the church. The more knowiejlge a servant has, the bettef 
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Tue reader, if he has paid attehition to | 
the preceding pages, will acknowledge, 
that Mr. Hirst read Curistian. His 
religion was not that of lawless antinomians, 
nor lot wild enthusiasts. It was rational, 
scriptural, and evangelical. It the 
product of divine influence upon his soul. 
The Bible was the rule by which it was re- 
gulated, and the glory of God that, to 
which it was directed. The law and the 
_ gospel had each its proper influence upon — 
his heart. He hada very clear discovery 
of the glory, purity, extent and perpetuity 
of the divine law. His conviction of sin 
_by the law was deep and afflictive, _power- 
ful and permanent, His hopes of heaven _ 
by his obed ience to the law, were, through 
the applicati ion of the law to his mind, en- 
and he became dead 


| 
. is he! eutelified to serve his master; and the more knowledge 
a minister possesses, the betteris he ableto serve the church. 


it becomes us therefure to help young ministers by every 
means inour power, Consider what I say and pray that the 
— Lord would give his ministers understanding IN ALL THINGS. 
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to the law, that he mighé live unto God, 

- The commandment came, sin revived and 
he died. Still he delighted in the law of | 
God after the inner man, and served it 
with his mind, even when with his flesh he 


served sin. However, he was by the gos- 
pel encouraged, and by the Holy Spirit 
enabled to believe in Jesus, as the end of 


the law for righteousness. His deliverance | 


from the law as a covenant of works, was 


very clear, satisfactory and evident to his 
own mind. All his confidence and hope 


of acceptance with God, rested upon the 


perfect obedience, and vicarious sufferings 
of Christ, as his substitute and saviour, — 


The righteousness of Jesus imputed to him, 
he viewed as the sole matter of his justifi- 
cation in the sight of God. His views of 
the way of salvation by Jesus Christ were 
bright, and he possessed a strong and joy* 
ful hope of interest in the Beloved. The 
love of God which passeth knowledge, 
was shed abroad in his heart, and he en- 
joyed, | in that strong and | vevers 
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lasting consolation, which is connected. 
_ with a good hope through. grace, He was 
_ no stranger to the pardon: of sin, to peace. 
of conscience, communion. with, God, joy 
inthe Holy. Ghost, and .purity of mind. 
_ The gospel. was the source of his: comfort, 
and the foundation of his confidence. He 
exercised a strong and steady faithin Jesus, 
and his faith worked by. love, The spirit 
genuine christianity was exemplified i 
| his; whole temper and deportment. _ 


A consideration of his own vileness, and 
of the graee by which he was saved, enflam- 
ed his Jove to Jésus, who had ransomed 
him with his blood divine. This flame was 
unextinguishable. Many waters cannot 
quench love neither can ‘the floods drown 
it. Ne sorrows, sufferings, labours, or dif- 
ficulties, - ‘could separate John Hirst from 

the love, of Jesus. Of him he entertained 
_ the highest thoughts, and spoke in the 
loftiest strains. Jesus was precious to his 


_ soul; the chief among ten thousand, and 


dignity of his pers 
x | 
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‘He fom death to 
‘life, because he loyed ,the:brethren;; .He 
the farce of thattext:.If God soloyed 
us, ‘as to give his.Son{ to die,,for, us,.we 
Thesouls 
of poor singer were, objects of: his tender 
"pity, and jcom Hig; bowels were 
them... This in his 


sin, was deep arid’ | m 
flattered or exalted; by his fellow sinners, 
‘he rétained a due sense of his native: vile- 
ness, and ‘readily acknowledged: his: utter 
‘unworthiness of the least favour -from the 
‘Lord. 'The’ ‘iniquities “of his youth were 
the burden and grief of his soul'to the-end 
offife. Often did‘he confess 'them, with 
‘tears flowing down hischeeks. But the most 
humbling views he entertained of himself, 
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did’not make him undervalue his talents, | 
These he considered asthe giftof God, and 
was thankful forthem. Though he might 
think them considerable, as indeed they 
really were, yet, he never spoke of them 
as if any praise was due to him on that 
account. “ Bythe grace of God 1 am what 
1 am,” was his uniform acknowledgement. 
His resignation to the will of God, under 
bereaving dispensations, and heart-rend- 
ing trials, was witnessed by many who yet 
survive. “It is the Lord,” he would say, — 
“let him do what seemeth him good. ” 
Considering the circumstances in which 
providence had placed him, his liberality 
to the poor was rarely equalled, except by 
her who gave her all, even her living, No 
supplicants were turned empty away. Nay, . 
were the whole truth published, he would 
be charged with imprudence, especially, 
by those whoare strangers to the pleasures 
of doing good, and, to the spirit of that 
text; ‘‘Itismore blessed to give than to 
receive.” 
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Indeed, if unfeigned love to God, and 


| to men;—if evangelical repentance, and 


godly sorrow for sin;—if humble, holy, 
steady. confidence in Jesus;—if zeal for 
divine truth, and 9 constant regard for di- 
vine worship;—if a regular discharge of 
civil and relative duties, as a member of 


civil society, as a master, a husband, 


a father;—if a constant-aim atthe glory of | 
God, and sincere concern.-for the everlast-. 
ing welfare of men ;—if the temper of Jesus 
exemplified by a series of uniform and per- 
severing obedience, to all the rey caled’ 
will of God ;—if prayer without fainting, , 
and joy in God, without boasting, be any 
sure marks of real Christianity, and true’ 
religion, then Me. Hirst was a sincere 
christian. His: external deportment 
above half century, remains, 1 think, | 
unimpeached, and unimpeachable. 
morality was that of the Bible. Hid ho- — 
nesty, integrity, uprightness, goodness, 
candour and charity, were to be seen and 
romm of all men. The above account will | 
x 


quently, Tr may say, every day. 
not we often like the tradesman, who dares 


‘ing himself insolvent. 
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be corroborated by the fallewing extract 
from a letter to a friend, dated, Anguat 


1779. 


often reason with that I 
know what I am, and, blessed be the Lord, 
I find much spiritual advantage in doing 
so. Self-examination is a direct command 
of God » by his servant Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 28, 
2 Cor. xiii, 5. It is to the Christian what | 
the settling of his accounts is to the mer-— 
chant. How awkward are the books ofa 
tradesman, when his accounts have not > 
been adjusted for many years. And the 
mind of that Christian must be in great 
disorder who does not examine himself, 


and adjust his spiritual matters very fre- 
But are 


not examine his accounts for fear of find- — 
Ah my friend! 
find it so very, very often with me, ‘But 
bankrupts we are, let us put off the rec- 
koning ever so long, and, if matters be 
not settled between God and us, In time,. 
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we must be prisoners to all eternity. Let 

us come now to the trial. We are con-_ 
victed, tried, found guilty,and condemned. | 
My soul says, ‘Have mercy upon me and 
will reform ;” and receives for answer, 
“By the deeds of the law anal! no flesh | 


be justified. 


« And then sll justice stands, 
And will not let me go, | 
‘Till a surety 
| To bear my bpavy woe.”” | 
; Blessed be the Lord, the Surety is at. 
hand. Psalm, xl. 6. 8. This is he who. 
_ died the just for the unjust, to bring us to. 
God. He hath received gifts for men, 
even for the rebellious, This is he whom 
I propose as my law, righteousness; pre-. 
ceptive and penal, for he hath-magnified 
the law aud made it honourable. He saves. 
equally from the guilt, the. pollution, and 
the power of sin. I am glad to find in. 
yours, that you are so sensible of your de~ 
pravity. May we both have an mcreasing: 
| sense of it. — our iniquity _ more Known, 
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to us Christ would be more precious to: us. 


The grace of God in the whole plan of sal. 
vation, appears most lovely when we see 


| | our greatest need of it. Christ is the sin- 


ner’s friend, and none but such as feel 
themselves sinners, will have any thing 
properly todo withhim. Iam also glad. 
to find that you make free with the pro- 
mises and invitations of the gospel. They 


area rich and noble treasure. The soul 


that can live upon them will want neither 
comfort nor strength. Though hell should 


ris¢ against him, the promise assures him 


it shall not prevail, but he shall come « off 


more than a conqueror through him that. 


has loved him.” Such were the christian. 
practices, views and comforts of the late 
John Hirst. 
SECTION, 8. 
The Frienpsuips of this valuable man 
were-formed on Christian principles, ce+ 


mented by disinterested affection, and. 


were therefore strong and permanent. 


| | 
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| fiend not: seen every diy. Ge- 
 nuine friendship is conducive to human 


felicity, It supports the mind and ‘smooths | 


the path of life. 


«Friendship! ! mystcrious cement of the soul, 
| Sweet of life, and of 
owe thee much,” 
Buarr. 


Mr. Hirst was wn a friend merely in the 


gay season of prosperity, but also during 
| the severest gloom ofadversity. ‘A friend 


loveth at all times. A friend sticketh 
closer than a brother.” They who enjoy- 
_ ed the friendship of John Hirst know, that 

“he did not forsake theni for every triflmg 
difference, If they had opposed his opin- 
ion, or taken steps which he disapproved, 
he would have rebuked, reproved and 
chided very sharply, but his loving-kind- 
ness he would not have taken away. 


Faithful are the wounds of'a friend, and 
he was as willing to receive as to give 
them. “Let the righteous smite me,” he 
woe say, “and it be a 
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he gave offence he would on christian prin-. 
‘ciples, beg and claim pardon. “The Rev, 


| entreated by. those. whom he loved, to.blot 


and let mb anilitt hia 


excellent oil.” It is confessed. that he was- 


 -wery sensible’ ofa slight, and would 

discover it} but upon att explanation, none 
‘was more easily reconciled. He was” 
very warm in his oppositions and debates, 

but at the close of an atgument;, ‘your af- 

fectidnate brotherstill, He bore no secret 


grudge, n 


no lasting resentment, Hf ‘hé-was 
offended, he would freely forgive;’and if 


Mr. Hyde reports, that once in a debate, 
Mr. Hirst grew warm, and blamed him 


very much.~ Mr. Hyde-was apprehensive 
ofa distance and coolyess being created, 


but was surprized, upon their next meet-— 
ing, to find him’ more affectionate and free 


than ever, Indeed, he was not; like many, 
influencedin his friendships by the popular ~ 
cry, nor would he discard a friend because. 
he: was-discarded by. others. 


out t the ofa he would 
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he’ could with Sin | 


a 


of his memoirs, enjoyed his friendship, for: 
twenty years, without:the least:interrup- 
tion or abatement. He would mention it 


the! person really was'unworthy of hisaf-. 


fection. Thine’ own: friendy: and thy 


father’s friend, forsake not.” ‘The writer 


to the -honour' of. his memoryy: that: his. 
friendship hag sweetened'the cup of life, 

in the various scenes through which he has. 
passed, and notwithstanding his great 


| worthiness. of-such favour, che-never 


or fersook hinr in any diffieulty, in which, 
he was involved. Having loved 


i able minister of the New Testdihent. He. 
was very popular in the pulpits of his bre~ 


thren; and what was of. more Taper 
to him; he was niost popular in “his: ‘own, 


He did not obtain his popularity by a low 


or by stooping to tricks and_puns, 
‘the’ “or vanity of. 
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in the enormous guilt, ‘and total and uni- 


ledge, did not -the whole. range 


- 


strokes of wit, Jokes, bufioonery, ridicule, o 
_ personal: reproach and slander, in the 


pulpit. Nor did he strive, by even just 
and preper means, to secure the attention, 
of his audience, by preparing their minds 
with astriking, moving, melting or alarm- 
ing exordiuym. Generally, he fell immedi- | 
ately upon the explanation of the text, or | 
context, and so made his way —e to’ 
the propositions to be discussed. 


The chief topics of his rere, 
the fall of man, and its awful consequences, 


versal depravity, ‘of all the decendants of 
Adam: and the- recovery of sinners, from 
this dreadful rain, by the laboursand death — 
of Jesus Christ. On this latter point, he 


would frequently begin in the eternal pur- 
poses ef Jehovah, nor drop the subject 


till he had proved, that whom God 
did predestinate, them he alse glorified. 
Though his ministry, and indeed his knew- 
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braeed, those: paste whieh, areof the greats 


divine grace;—the eternity and; perpe- 


ling, conversion and preserving of the - 


imparted to, believers; and the practical 


onge charmed and agtonished, and oftey 


of theology. 


est importance, and in these he. shawed 
himselfa master in Israel, a workman needy 
ing not to, be ashamed, rightly, dividing 
the word of truth, The nature and,glory 
of the divine law;—the total pollution of © 
human nature;—the unsearchable. riches 


tuity of God’s love to his people;—the 
dignity of the Redeemer’s person;—the 
perfection, of his righteousness ;—the effi, 
caey of his blood;—the invincible. inthuy 
ence of divine grace, in the effectual cal; 


elect;—the consolations of:the Holy Spirit, 


tendency, and influence of these. truths, 


_ were stated, explained, and defended: by 
him, ina manner almost peculiar to himy 
self, 


From. the fulness of his heart, he 
would enlarge on them, in a. way that.af 


¥ 


delighted, and edified, hisauditers. He 


A 
j 


he 


generally kept up clear distinctions be- 


tween ‘the law and the gospel; between 
the covenant of works and the covenantof 
grace, and. between saints and sinners, 


The distinct and opposite characters, of 
the .regenerate and. -unregenerate, he 
marked in the most decided manner. He 
enlarged on the distinct nature of true 
and of false conviction; the faith of an hy- 
_ pocrite, and that of a sincere christian; 
bes pure religion of the heart, and the 
mere resemblance of it. Sometimes he 
introduced nice. distinctions on curious, 


dubious and disputed points, in which he — 


was considered greatly toexcel. He went 
through some parts of the New Testament, 


especially the-epistle to the Hebrews, by 


way of exposition. He generally preached 


a short sermon at the interment of the 


dead, and very frequently a. funeral ser- 
mon afterwards, alleging that. the mind, 
softened by sorrow, was more likely to re- 
ceive: the word. In the pulpit he was 


solemn and animated, and rather positive, 


. 


bs 


ers, who delight to dwell on singular, 


than hesitating, as to the truth of what he 
delivered. His oratory was his own, quite 
natural and easy to him. There was no- 


thing stiff, or formal, nothing forced, 
feigned or artificial, in his manner. His 
gesture was graceful and commanding. 
His voice was pleasant and agreeable, 
rather than musical or harmonious, and 
very seldom appeared. either strained or 
feeble. There was something inhiscoun- | 
tenance cheerfully serious, which at once 

gained attention, and awed the audience. | 
His language was plain and simple, nei 
ther vulgar nor refined, but sometimes | 
redundant. He did not deliver his 


_ thoughts in a way of declamation or ha- 


Yrangue, but, generally, in a strain of 
reasoning, calculated to conyince and 
confirm’the mind. Sometimes he aimed 
at the passions of his auditors, and though 


this was not his fort, yet he seldom made _ 
the attempt without a desirable effect. 


He reprobated the conduct of those preach- — 
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and idetavhed texts of 


who will read *for a text a part of a'sen- 
tence, which-contains not a full sewse, or 


anay be a'single monosyHable. He wasan | 
avowed @nemy to that kind of préaching 


-Avhich ‘spiritualizes, and allegorizes, the 


sacred scriptures, to purposes neverinten- 
ied by the Holy'Spirit. He conceived of 
it'as'a burlesque upon the word of God, 


criminal in its nature and injurious in its 
‘consequences. In his preparations for the 


pulpit, he generally committed his princi- 
pal thoughts, and the proofs ofthem from _ 
the Bible, at full length, to writing. From _ 


fortieth ‘to ‘his sdvenitioth year, ‘hele 


vered, upon an average, nearly a sheet of 


‘paper ‘fora ‘sermon. Before, and after 
those periods’ he wrote less. In the begin- 
‘ing of his mittistry his skeletons of sermons — 

‘were brief, irregular and immethodical, 


Dut afterwards better digested, disposed, 
‘and more closely “connected. ‘He ‘mostly — 


uve of his notes in ‘the pulpit, ‘but be 
slavetto them, as he would 
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without with equal fluency, coherence and. 
propriety. This was his usual custom in 
his preaching excursions among his friends. 
When inquired of, what preparation. he 
made for these services, he replied, “I, 
cannot prepare for them to any purpose, 
I commit myseif to God, and general+ 
ly take some plain and useful subject, and. 
am helped through.” He would conyerse 


| with his friends till the hour of preaching, 


and then rise, and speak to the admiration 
and gratification of his hearers. This he 
would do for several days together in the 
same neighbourhood. He thought pretty 
highly of his abilities, and placed conside- 
- rable confidence in them, and hence, the 

prospect of these public labours did not 


fill his mind with that fear, anxiety, and 


distress, which many ministers of equal or 
superior talents, have experienced, who 
have under rated their abilities, Mr. Hirst 


continued to preach, even after he was un, 


able to see notes, or to write them, with that 
. order and method that could scaredly have 


| 


been expected. There is no design to pro- 
pose himas a model to preachers, but it 


will be a favourable omen to the church of | 
God if-half the preachersof the nextigen-— 


eration excel Mr. Hirst imbiblical know~ 
ledge, evangelical sentiments, public and 
pulpit talents, christian ond 
holy 


j 


SECTION 
To the duties of the Pasrorat: Orride, 


| Mr. Hirst paid particular attention, and » 


very few ministers were better qualified for 
the discharge of them. . Nature had fur- 


nished him with great fortitude of mind, - 


with strength of resolution and with a ten- 
der, yet bold and daring spirit. He united 
the tenderest sympathy, with rigid inflex- 


‘ibility, and often was he called to: the 


exercise of both. His compassion was ex- 


cited by the afflictions of any individuals 


in the church, over ‘which he presided, 


orm the congregation, that attended on 
his ministry. His visits tothe sick and 


dymg were numerous and serious, and 


Lis 
i 
‘ 
4 


conducted in a manner calculated to 
mote their spritual advantage. He would: 
state to them the awful depravityofhumam 


nature; the tremendouscurses of the 
law of Ged, and the utter helplessness of 
man in the great concerns of salvation; and — 
then he would point ‘the dying sinner 


_ to the fininshed work of the Lord Jesus. 
_ Christ; to his righteousness and blood, as 


the only sure and solid foundation of hope’ 
to guilty men. Ithas been remarked, from — 
the tenor of his funeralsermons, that he was: 


too sanguine in his hopes, if the least fa~ 


vourablesymptomsof repentance werepro- 
duced. He joined with his instructions. 
and exhortations to the sick, fervent pray- 


er to Almighty God, for their pardon, 


peace and purity. His visits were short 
but frequent. He looked well to the state 
of his flock, hence he frequently called.up- 


on them at their homes. He loved tospend — 


half an hour with them in religious con- 
versation, especially when a few of them 


He would un- 


bend his mind among them, and be cheer- 
ful, yet serious and instructive. In these 
visits he would endeavour to ‘strengthen 

_ the weak, to establish the wavering, to 
instruct the ignorant, and to comfort the 
feeble minded. He would relate his own | 
trials, difficulties and temptations, and the 
merciful deliverances he had experienced, 
and thus cheer the hearts of his people 
with the same consolations wherewlth he 
himself was comforted of These 
friendly interviews have frequently been 
more advantageous in enlightening the 
mind, removing doubts, solving difficulties, 
and encouraging the timid of . the flock, 
than the more public labours of the pulpit, | 


Hirst consider the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper as a pastoral act, 
implying a mutual knowledge of the ad- 
ministrator and people, and a special 
relation. He was not fond of oceasional 
communicants, nor did he but a very few 
times, and that not without some scruples, 4 
break bread to other churches. The 
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tice of open communion, so ably and stren- 
| aously defended by Mr. R. Hall, in his 
tate publication, “Qn terms of commun- 
ion,” My, Hirst warmly opposed: dn reply 
ql to em inquiry on the subject, he writes:— | 


 & For such | fellowship I find no founda- 
tion ‘in the Bible, either expressed or | 

| There is, in wy judgment, nei- 

_ ther precept nor precedent for it. The Bi-— 

_ ble being the. Christian’ s code of laws, and 

being silent upon the subject, it appears — 

_ to me tobe antichristian. Besides, the first | 

in| christian churches were evidently all Bap- 

| tists. ‘Those who practise differently, will. 

| not, Isuppose, deny this. Wherein then 

|| is. s. their authority for mixed communion 


At the table of the Lord, Mr. Hirst ap. | 
peared mere especially as a pastor after 
 God’s‘own ‘heart, ‘His whole soulweemed 
engaged in his work. His heart melted 
ander ‘the influence of the love of thisdy- 
ing Saviour. Wéithwhat emotiensof mind 


did he appear to be-exereised, whenbreak~ 
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ing:the bread'and pourittg the-wine, asthe 
appointed emblems‘of the Redeemér’s bo- 
dy and blood! '+ How lively his prayers and | 
exhortations on these’ occasions, they who . 
were the- people of his'charge cannot easi- | 
ly forget! :‘ He viewed his attendance up- 
on this ordinance with his people so neces, 
sary and so important, that he contrived 
gi his occasional labours, journeys, and 
 gvecations so, as not to interfere with their 
 gtated times of commemorating the death 
of their adorable Jesus. The church-meet- 
ing immediately preceding their ation: 
dance on that ordinance, was appropriated | 
exclasively to the great end of preparation 
for that solemn feast. It is noted in'the | 
‘church records, that no business of the _ 


chureli, jof anyother nature, should: 


he ‘Mr. Hirst. was 
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; ‘was attended: to at | 


these meetings, and that with,a prompti-« | 
tude and decision -which are highly com- — 
-mendable. Mr. Hirst was:not wont:to 
urge or press people to unite withythe 
church. Such as voluntarily offeredthem> 
‘themselves for baptism and communion 
with them, were called upon, before the — 
| church, to give an account of their: relis 
glous experience, of their views of divine 
truth, and of their purposes and intentions — 
in desiring a place among them. sa-— 
tisfaction was not given on these points, if 
any. thing unfavourable in their conduct — 
‘was known and reported, they were 
jected, ‘Or appointed. to wait.till their 
characters-could be cleared, Some have 
refused, sonie suspended, and’ some 
excluded, on account of their worldly af- 
| fairs not being creditably dispatched. “In 


| Mr. Hirst’s ,sequesting.. baptism, Gesized 
| ‘still to keep his connection with the Pe- 
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¢ase, an intimate christian friend'of 
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him, unless he would unite with a Baptist 
ehurch. This will be deemed.an excess of 
strictness, Another candidate for com> 


munion, desired, if he was accepted, that 
they would not call him to preach. Mr 


Hirst: replied; “If you are received here 


- you must be in subjection to the church, If 
she require you to preach you must preach, — 
or if she deem you unqualified you 
acquiesce in silence. 


He walchod. over his charge with paca: 
liar vigilauce. Several pemiein lived at 
the distance of twelve or fourteen miles 
from Bacup. Respecting these he seized 
every opportunity to inquire, and he often 
visited them, and preached in their res- 
pective neighbourhoods, When he heard 
unfavourable reports he would write to 


them, and admonish, reprove and rebuke, 


with the greatest freedom, Plainnees, and 
faithfulness. 


| the inclination feel to. transcribe | 


| 


ge 
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‘‘My dear Brother, 


'Phis is but one among many letiers of 


faithful admonition, sent unto members, — 
ofthe church, residing atadistance, when 
he was convinced of their departure from 
ways of God. In some cases his timely. 
_reproofs were instrumental inthe recove-_ 
ry of the backslider, and:in others-he felt 
himself free from: their blood, 


ais 


| God be sone unto you my brother, From your affection- 
Bacup Aug. 25th 1808.” 


I hoped from your last epistle 


| to hear more favourable aceounts.of you, butalas! they are 
and worse. Iam informed that you are become a 
— daily drunkard: I have long-thought the Baptists in B——, 


- would fall to nothing in their profession, and am sorrowfully 
- confirmed in it more and more. The cause, however, is the 
cause of; God, and: shall ultimately triumph over allthe 
scandal occasioned by its professed friends, and must maleyo- 
—Jent enemies. But O! brother, how will you, and:suchlike’ 
professors, hold up your head in the day of visitation? Woe _ 
to the hypocrites in Zion, for the time is hastening when tliey 
_ shall dwell, with devouring fire, and everlasting burnings. I 
have not, yet laid:-your case before the church, but am now’ | 


under the painful necessity to do it, and, except you prevent 


it by. atimely. proper. repentance, [- must- recommend: 
yourexclusion. Our prepaiation meeting will be next.Sa- 

turday. but one. It: the mean time shall expect'a letter from. 
_ you. Brother, has the Lord, either in his providence or grace,, 


n you any cause for such conduct.’ Of look at your 


be ashamed; and confounded, arid fallat the 


Saviours feet, and implore his pardoning, sanctifying and f 
preserv ing grace. He healeth backsliders and loves freely... | 


and paster.., 
Joun Himsr, 


= 


+ 


| 

| 

i 

| 

} 


ans 


4 4 = 


i 


q 


ia 

* 


266 


lt 1 was a common practice with Mr. Hirst : 
and the church at Bacup, upon a report. 
of any thing unfavourable in the conduct, 
temper or sentiment of a member, to sus- 


pend such member from the Lord’s table, 
‘till the matter was cleared, and the person 


‘either acquitted on his innocence, orrepen- 
tance, or condemned and excluded for his 
crime and impenitence. Some churches 
and ministers, think this an improper way 
| of proceeding, and that there is no medium 
between full communion and exclusion. 
Mae. Hirst was a warm advocate for sus- | 
pension, and he stood not alone in this 


Mr. Hi ‘rst considered those churches as 


acting and as the 


* The Rev. of Howarth, judg- 
ment will be venerated by those who knew him, in answer 
toan inquiry Mr. Hirst had made, respecting the duty ofthe 


~ e@ehurch tow ards a certain ‘member, writes as follows: — 


it. Howarth, Nov. Pend 1774. 
«Dear Brother. 
| WY. our with the | 


ease qepposed, and your queries upon it, came to hand; but 
through y of have not had opportunity 


| j 
| 
| 
| 
if 
* 
4 
> 


| 
| 


profession, and the credit and honour of the Gospel. 


with his eyes open upon the con 


_ ehurch without endeavouring t8 bring him to a sense of hts 
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peace of others, who’ received into their 
community, any member. whohad been 
previously excluded from a sister church, 


of the same faith and order, without first 


inquiring into the cause of such exclusion. 
This appears from the following letter,, co- 
pied in the church book. eon 


“DRAB 


es : In answer to yours, we have to 
say that (excepting one) we are unanimous- 
ly agreed, that we were right in your ex- 
clusion from us, and therefore we cannot 
consider that church as acting orderly, 


ef attending to it, or 1 would have given you an answer soon- 
er, [see and am sorry for the circumstances the church ts in, 
relative to the affair suggested, and the difficulties she lieth 
under in dealing with the offender, so as to do him justice, 
defend her own character, and support the reputation of “we 
The 
conduct in the supposed case, is, doubtless highly criminal, 
anid one can hardly say how to reconcile it with a conscience 
truly tender, and a principle of downright honesty. Fora 
man to give up the government of his family, and especially 
| nences you mention, tnust 
be walking disorderly in no small deyree, and therefore, from 


- such aone, the church is under obligation to withdraw. Your® 
first question is: “Shall such a member be cut off from the 


| 
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_ which reccives you before matters are ad 
_justed between you and us. But if you 
ean see your error and acknowledge it, 
we are heartily willing to receive you into — 
_ fellowship again, and afterwards to recom- 
_ mend you to any church, to which we cun 
do it orderly. Signed for, and in behalf 
of the rest. 
John Hirst 
Robt Heyworth 

Geo Howorth” 
July 25th 1778. pete 


A certain person, many years after his 
exclusion, desiring to unite with another 


‘ 


in and repentance for it? And ‘supposing he acknowledges 
his fault, and begs pardon of the church, shall he yet not- 
withstanding be excluded p> 


For answer to this and to your second question also, I ap- 
rehend there is no sin for which a member of a Gospel — 
‘hurch may by such church be excluded, without having 

first made use of proper means to bring the offender under 
conviction of his sin, to Seqeutilen tet it, and conversion 
from it. Itis teue when the Apostle commands the T'hessa- 
- enians to withdraw from every brother that walketh disor- 
"* ealerly, 2. Thess. iii. 6, and ires the Corinthians to put — 
away from among themselves that wicked person, 1. Cor, V. 
13. he doth not, in these places direct to any previous meca- 
sures to be taken, in order to bring the criminal to repentance 
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church, wrote to Bacup, where he Ladki 
stood a member, to facilitate the business, 
‘The reply to his letter runs thus: 


hatever church receives you 
communion, before you have settled the 
difference with us, and without a dismis- 
sion from us, we shall consider both them, 
and you, as acting disorderly, Act ac- 
cording to the order of the churches of 
Christ, and so obtain from us an honour- 
able dismission. In order toa reconcilia- 
tion and to communion with us, you must 
acknowledgethe fault for which you were | 
excluded, and justify the church in your 
exclusion, Ke. 

Hirst 
John Pilling” 
September 4th 1790. 


prevent the se aration. ‘But if we to 
sages of the sac N writings, and to reasons jastly deducible 

trom them, we must conclude, that such means are suppos- — 
ed and implied, aad that the exclusioy only takes place im 
Pensequence of their, having failed of the esired end. For, 


a, The immediate business ofa church with an offending 
brother, whether his offence be private or pablic, is not to 
exclude him but to gain dyn, restore and convert 
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_ The church would not grant a dismis- 
gjon to a regular member, to join a church 


_ which had received any of their excluded 
members. Such was the opinion of Mr. 
‘Hirst, and such the practice of the church 
of which he was pastor. The authority 
of the church, over the members of her 
community, was held sacred and inviola- 
ble, Disobedience to her commands, even 
in matters of comparatively smal] moment, ‘ 
‘was considered as rendering the person 
worthy of exclusion. To this extremity, — 
‘in some particular cases, the church pro- 
ceeded, rather than suffer any to trample 
on theirauthority. Mr. Hirst considered 

this principle ‘as important in its nature, o 


La 


' from his sin, Mat. xviii. 15. Gal. vi. 1. Jas. v.20. Andit 
js observable, that when the Apostle says, “‘Ifany of you be 
. evertaken with a fault &c.”’ he speaks of faults tndofitely, 
without restraining it to any particular crime, and efore 
must include any fault to which a christian is liable; yet he 
doth not say, ‘‘ Excludesuch a one”’ but, ‘‘ Restore such a 
pneinthe spiritofmeekness. 


2. The church is represented as a body, or compared to 
,the body natural. Rom. xvii, 4.5, 1 Cor. xvii. 12. Now 
if a member of the body, even the smallest and least impor- 
tant, is dislocated, weunded or any way injured, or rendered 
defective, or dangerous to the i 1h le ; the surgeon does» 
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and very advantageous in its practical in- 
fluence. Itoperated beneficially two ways. 


| When any forward, assuming, and un- 


qualified person would needs be: a preacher 
the church interposed her authority, and | 
forbad it. On the other hand the timid, 
modest, humble, gifted brother, was sent 
forth into the ministry. The decision of 
the church was law, and this rule accounts ; 
why so many were called to the ministry 
by the church at Bacup, and why no more. 
None will pretend that Mr. Hirst in any 
capacity was faultless, but, upon the whole, 
asa christian bishop, overseer or pastor, 
he might have many equals, but he was | 
excelled. 


wot pone to amputation till he finds every other means 
ineffectual for recovering the member, and preserving the — 


body. The application of which to the case in hand 1 is a 
and I need not write it, 


8. One principal end of excluding a member of a gospel 
church, is to bring the offender to ntance, for the sin on 
account of which he is excluded, 1. Cor. v. 5. 2. ‘Thess. iii. 
14. But if he may be brought to repentance by any other 
means, then the exclusion, with respect to him, is needless, 
and, indeed, it is as needless to an "dioee yikes Gok. as the church’s 
safety, the glory of God, &c. ends being secured ”Y 
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| SECTION, 6. 
‘The tnrorocican of Mr. Hirst was 
pretty well known wherever he preached. 
He was justly considered as high in senti- 
ment, if by that is intended a firm belief 
of eternal, personal, particular, and ab- 
solute election; of particular redemption, 
and the rest of the links connected in the 
same chain. With regard to the schemes 
of supralapsarians, and sublapsarians he, 


— — 


4. Tis plain, thatthe person excluded, becoming penitent 
for sin, is to be received again into the bosom of tlie 
church. He hath the same right to the love and 
esteem of the brethren, and to all the privileges ofa gospel 
eommunity as though he had not smned, 2 Cor. ii. 6.7. 8. 
And if he is tu be received upon his repentance after such | 
exclusion, then it is certain he cannot be orderly and lawfully 
put away if penitent. 1 dele But if the church is not to use 
‘any means in order to bring him to such repentance before 
she excludes him, how shalishe, in most cases, know whether 
he is penitent or not? For to lay his sin before him, charge 
him with it, and represent to him the bil nature of it, to | 
enquire what sense he hath of it, and how he is affected 
with it,@&ec, are all means tending to his repentance; but 
all this would Be vain, if the chureh is net to*eek for his 
repentance, before she proceefls to put him away; and yet 
without such means used by the church, so far as in ber 
power, before she proceeds to exclusion, she cannot knew 
whether the person she excludes is penitent for, or hardened 
in his sins. [tis allowed, an offending member may put it 
out of the church’s power to deal with Bim as above, by ab- 
sconding from her, andrefusing to be seen, butin such case — 
{ thigk she may safely conclude hii impeniteut, and pro- 
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at one time, viewed them as matters of. 
mere indifference, and of no moment. 


Thus he writes ina letter to a friend 
dated, August 3rd 1779. BA 


—Election is an immanent act of 
God, «os personal, and particular, | 
whether in the pure or corrupt mass is no- 
- thing to me, nor do I think either party 
cap prove, from plain, express scripture, 


| cool against him assuch.-----The above, dear brother, may 
_ suffice as an answer to your. two first questions. But after 
all, the church may be greatly perplexed in the case you 
suppose. | 
_ Withrespect to-your third question, I find not any itive 
ons in the be of God. and therefore conclude it is a 
circumstance left to the rules of prudence. Itis required © 
that the church come together upon the solemn and awful 
occasion, 1. Cor. v. 4, but, as in other cases, there, are 
more than the church present when she comes together, ] 
‘Cor. xiv. 23. so the presence of others is not forbidden in that 
case. And when the cause of exclusion is some open, atro-_ 
ciousand scandalous crime, as one end of such exclusion is 
to vindicate the character of the church, and prevent offence 
to the world, I should think it cannot be amiss to do it in the 
Yours in Christ Jesus, | 


J. HARTLEY ”’ 


Pastors and sihitiers of chirrches will require no apology 
for the ingertion of this letter. Those who oppose the opi - 
nion it maintains, if not convinced, will perhaps see cause to 


abate their censures, and to exercise candour and ae | 
— their — 


2 


their exclusive opinion. And if God has’ 
not revealed either the one way or the 
other, it belongs not to me—” After this 
period, it is presumed, he embraced the 
higher scheme, at least, common report 
_ placed him on the side of supralapsarians. 
-Itis certain that he viewed adoption, and 
_ justification, as emanant acts in the di- 
vine mind, and of equal date with election. 
He did not consider the act of faith, where- 
by the sinner sensibly enjoys these bless-— 
ings, as making any change respecting _ 
them in the mind of God. They are not 
like regeneration, sanctification and glo- 
rification, which cannot be without the 
existence of their subject, but these are 
only respecting the subject, and are with- 
out him and do not necessarily suppose the 
existence of the person or the experience 
of the blessings. In his confession of faith, — 
he says; “1 believe that the justification of — 
‘asinner, in the sight of God is, by the 
righteousness of Christ only being imputed 
to him as the matter of it. The date of it 
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‘+ | is eternal. It was not merely the believing | 
of these doctrines but the constant, and_ 
zealous preaching of them, that occasion- | 
ed Mr. Hirst to be denominated a high | 
Calvinist. He stated some of them plain-— 
ly, and made them prominent in almost. 
every discourse, at home and abroad. And 
without lessening the reputation of others, 
or depreciating their labours, or talents, it. 
may be candidly acknowledged, that very 
few them with greater or 

with greater effect: 


Mr. Hirst was not deemed defective i in 
his own practice, but many judged him 
defective in practical preaching. He has. 

been represented as disbelieving it to be 
i the duty of sinners to seek after the saly a= 
tion of their souls. In the former part. of 
| i his ministry it may be confessed, that, on 
| this head, he was scarcely consistent with. 
himself. His creed and his sermons were 
| _ sometimes at variance. In the latter part. 
’ of his life he seemed to have embraced the 
call of the and would 
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notwithstanding my special.regard for this, 
denomination I ama lover of all good men, 


have exhorted sinners torepentand believe 
in Jesus. However, his seutiments.respec- 
_tingasinner’sduty willappear best from his. 
ownpen. A correspondent indirectly char- 


ved him withdenying prayer tobe theduty. 


ofan unconverted man. Mr. Hirst replied: 


“For any man stiffly to. maintain it, as: 


his own sentiment, that it ismet the duty 


of unregencrated men to pray: to God, (if 


he knows what he says,):must angue a heart. 


greatly hardened in sin ; and, for-my.part,. 
I hardly think we have any such.censtant 
hearers at our place. I believe none who _ 


hear me said any such things, respeeting: 


either their own sentiments, or, mine.”— 


To another correspondent he writes:— 
_ “That repentance is necessary, and the 


duty ofall men, none will deny, that.know 
and believe the Bible.” Writing to Mr. 
Burges, in answer to his book, entitled 
“The Reconciler,” he remarks: 


“Jam a strict Calvinistic. Baptist, but 
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ef whatever denomination they may be, 
who love our Lord, Jesus Christ in sin- 
 cerity. As amastranger to the numbers 
and persons of God’s elect and redeemed — 

ones among the unconverted part of man-— 
kind, I find no difficulty in preaching the 
gospel to all who come to hear me; nor in. 
reasoning with rebellious men to bring 
them, if possible, to repentance towards 
God, and faith i in our Lord Jesus Christ.* — 


lw hatever warmth he might at any time , 
manifest against the system of Arminius, 
be was no less zealous in opposing both 
practical and doctrinal Antinomianism. 
the latter pert of he penned his 


* In 1803, he 4 some objections that are often 
brought against the doctrines of sovereign grace, by which 
his own sentiments may be ascertained. 


| “It is objected that man has no chance of ‘salvation if he | 
be not elected. 


Answer. Man has neither liberty nor power to do : 
taken from him by thé peculiarity and efficacy of divine 

favour and influence. Sinners have the same chance and the | 
same freedom and power to obtain salvation with the doe- 
trine of election and grace as if such doctrine and grace had 
i ‘Baek, 13, 18. John, vi. 37, 


C- 2. These doctrines lead to licentiousness. 
AA 
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thoughts upon the law in. answer to the 
following questions. “What is morality? 
Is this morality or law binding on all ra- 
tional beings? Are all men, or are any 
men, by the obedience and death of Christ 
released from this law?” Aftera parti- 
cular answer to these inquiries, he remarks: 
-“Qur opponents say, he that obeys the 
law as the rule of hisyonduct, is under the 
curse of the law: b@fevers in Christ are 
not under the curséfand therefore they 
are not under the law as a rule of conduct. 
According to this reasoning, Christ has 
redeemed believers, not only from the 
curse of the law, but also from all obli- 
gation toobey the precepts of the law. For, 
That winked turn the grace of God into 
hasciviousness I allow, but that the grace of God will allow 
it or lead to it, 1 deny. Shall we sin that grace may abound? 


God forbid! Is thine eye evil because Tam good! -Abomin. 
able wickedness! A dreadful mark of a deprayed heart! — 

Obj. 3. The elect must be saved do what they will, — 

Ans. No: were it possible for the elect to live and die in 
sin and inunbelief, they, with all such characters would 
be damned. But elect on is designed to prevent this by 
making them holy, and without blame before God in love. 
They must be conformed to the image of Christ. They 
willbe the servants of God ; they will -have their fruit unto 
holiness, that their end may be everlasting life. 
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if they regard the law, asa rule of conduct, 
_ they come under the curse again. The 
only way in which we can be saved from 
the curse of the law upon this. plan is, (o 
 believe.on Christ, not only for redemption 
from the curse of the law, but also for an 
aversion to the precepts of the lew. For 
ifI love the commandment, I shall endea- 
- vour to obey it, and if | thus endeavour, 
Tcome under its curse, notwithstanding I 
ama believer in’ Christ. Our opponents 
perhaps will not allow this, but in my 
opinion their sentiments imply it. In short 
their hypothesis supposes, that obedience 


Obj. 4. But the non-elect must be damned do what they 
can, | | 
Ans. No: let the non-elect believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and they shall be saved. John, iii. 16, Rev, xx‘. 
17, Mark, xvi 16. But you will say ‘they caynot belieye.’’ . 
| Why not? Does election prevent them? ft does no such 
. thing. The reason is they like notto retain God in their 
knowledge; they hate the Redeemer; they love darkness 
-and therefore will not come to Jesus, that they may have 
life. Rom. i, 19, 28. Luke, xix. 14, 27. John, iii. 19. 5. 40. ”” 
' Other objections he answers also in a way, ealculated to > 
leave the sinner's guilt and ruin entirely with bi self, and to 
‘ascribe the whole of salvation, exclusively to the sovereign 
grace of God; but these extracts are sufficient to put the 
reader in possession of his opinion respecting what has been 
called ‘* The modern Question, ”* 
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: ‘the mount, and to the exhortations con- 
tainedi in the epistles of the New Testament, 
_ will evidence a man to be under the curse | 
‘of the law.” This’ extract:‘may serve 
convince some, who would have ranked 
“Mr. Hirst undertheir banners, that, not- 
withstanding his attachment to some of the 
‘highest points of predestination, he was, 
“in this article, as them 


Mr. Hirst united exéellencies not so 
__ principle, with affection to his | 
was candid and. friendly towards all 
who differed from him, in religious senti- _ 
ment, but he would not abate the least 
mite ofhis creed, to conciliate the favour 
or affection of any. In the defence of 
truth, he was bold‘asa lion, in the exercise 
he was. meek as a. lamb. Chris- 


‘tian sincerity he thought required the first 
and christian candour demanded the last. 


He indged that of different. and 
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church fellowship, aud therefore 


by which the 
But ch 


valle 


justified the existence’ of different socie- 


\Dissenter, and con- 


‘religious’ freedom, or liberty of 
conscience, as the birth-right of all man- 
kind...\ He, could: not. conceive that any 
power ot authority less than Ged’s, had a 
right to intpose upon bim,, of trish, 


On this point hé'writes as 


The. different sents sentiments respecting the 
christian world is divided cannot all be 
arity demands us to allow, that each do 
Gad, to must if up- 


to 
» by all means, 
to bring others to Pek: ‘and uct with them. ese differing 
the propagation of their respective senti- 
ments, cannot sincerely unitetn church fellow rip, or for tlie 
of maintaining and disseminating suc 
creeds, To drop the promulgation of a sentiment, yi a 
think és clearly ‘in the scriptures, ig a mark of insiv- 
cerity. . Wesgnst Srst sincere to Ged, then we shall 
sincerely seek the gt ‘of our fellow men. Insincerity is 
ion. He that thinke he has found truth should ear- 


 ‘nestly seek to make converts. But while thé sentiments of 


anen ate various, ifnot in some ppigts lat pur - 
sue that end cupsistent with tryth an purity, and 
— so ere | 
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zeal, 
: uncharitable slanders, or wicked reproach- 
es against his conforming brethren. Act- 
from principles of conscience himnpelf, 
he charitably hoped they did the same. 


or forms of worship. But he incorporated, 


in his dissenting prineiples, no rancour or 
malevolence, no bitterness or antichristian 
He dealt not in illiberal censures, 


Asa subject of civil covernment, Mr. 


Hirst indulged the principles of loyalty 


and patriotism. But his loyalty to his king 
did not blind his eyes to what he deemed — 


the errors of government, nor his love to 


his country » make him justify the spirit | of 


‘insubordination which at times appeared 


in the people. Hence, as persons who 
run not to the extreme lengths of a party, 
he was considered by the partizans as an 


enemy to each, Hissermon on the defence | 


of Royalty, at the commencement of the 
French war, from Ecel. x. 20. “Curse not | 
the King,” is fresh in the recollection of [| 


many to this day. He taught and exempli- 
fied subjection to the powers that be. He 
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would be subject to every ordinance of 
man, for the Lord’ssake, and render to , 
Ceasar the things that are Ceasar’s, and 
unto God the things that are God’s. | lt 
was his desire and delight to love the bro- 
—therhood, to i God, and to honour the 
king. 


| the very limited sphere 
‘diol, Mr. Hirst moved, his correspond-~ 
ence was extensive. Among his brethren 
in the ministry, with whom he correspond- 
I may mention the Rev. Messrs. Hart- 
iby: of Haworth, Crabtree, of Bradford, 
Parker, of Wainsgate, Wood, of Salendine 
Nook, Ashworth, of Gildersome, Dracup, 
of Steeplane, Bamford of Polemoor, Miller 
of Blackburn, Hindle of Manchester, and 
Dickinson, of Waterford. These are all 
_ deceased, and we hope their correspondent | 
and they are now mingling their praises, 
where there i is fulness of joy and pleasures | 
for ever more. Of his correspondents who - 
survive bim, may be named the venerable 


| Dr. Fawcett, the Rev. Messrs. Stuttard, 
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of Colne, Walton, of Sutton, Littlewood, 

of Rochdale, Lister, of Liverpool, Trickett, 
_ ef Bramley, and Dr. Steadman, Tutor of 

the academy, Bradford, and others. Mr. 
Hirst seldom kept copies of his letters, but 
some few of his surviving friends have fur- 
nished me with a number of them. From — 
these, and the above correspondents, a 
selection might be made, which, it is pre-. 
sumed, would be read with pleasure and_ 
advantage by the public. Many of them 

are fraught with the most affectionate ad- 

vice, instruction and consolation; or, with 

the most tender and faithful reproof, and 

caution, — _ The reader will not be displeas- | 
ed with a few lines from Dr. Fawcett, 


ai Dear Brother Hirst, 


I thank you for your 
kind letter, and your affectionate remem- 
brance of me. I am a poor unprofitable 
creature, but God deals graciously with 
me. Iam somewhat better than I was a 
few weeks ago, yet full of infirmities. My — 
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| mind is supported in some degree, and I 


find pleasure and enlargement in my work, 
attimes. Weare comfortableasachurch:— 


E our congregation is large, so. that we are 


distressed for want of room, The Lord I 
trust is reviving his work both here, and i in 
some other places. I remain | 
| Your affectionate Brother, | 


Sep. 16th 1806. Fawcett. 


Mr. Hirst, but avery fon 
bis death, wrote Dr. Fawcett and received - 
.a reply which notices the death of the la- 
mented Fuller, which was only about. a 

month before his own. Dr. Fawcett aye 


Brother Hirst, 


thank you for your letter. 
Writing i is nearly over with me. Weare 
waiting for our end. The Lord grant usa | 
happy meeting. Sutcliffe is gone, and 
Fuller is gone, Our continuance cannot 
a be long. Ihave had two severe fits of the 
gravel, within these three days, and may 
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more, But the will of the Lord 
Jone. | 
‘How should we loath these lakes of flesh, 
_ These fetters and this load ; 
And long for evening to undress, 
That we may rest with God’ 
The Lord be with ye, and with yer 
dear and flock, | 


ia 


J. Fawcett. 


We siniet boast of the volumes which 
Mr. Hirst published. His work was preach- 
aii _ ing, not writing. He readily confessed that 
he had no talent for composition. In 1794, 
he was appointed to write the circular let- 

ter, for the associated churches, on Re- 
pentance, fi rom which the 
are made, 
Hi We consider repentance, not as a pro- 
_ per condition to be performed by men, in 
order to the enjoyment of salvation; buat 
we consider it as a part of salvation itself; 
; and such a part of it, as ensures the pos- 
iB session of the whole. To bring.a sinner to 
| repentance, is, in part, to save him from | 
ignorance and blindness, from hardness 
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and stupidity, from the power of sin, and 


| the tyranny of Satan.” 


© 
5 


reason to doubt the sincerity of his repen- 


Repentance issues ‘in a turning from 
sin to holiness, in the life and conversation. 
It cannot be proved to be sincere without. 
If the fruits meet for repentance are want- 
ing, in vain do we profess to be the subjects 
of it. The repenting sinner forsakes that 


for which he grieves. Saul wept, Ahab 
humbled himself, Felix trembied, and Ju- 
das repented, but none of them, so far as 


we know, forth fruits meet for 
pentance.” | 


“We ought not to judge of the thins 
of our repentance, by such variable and 


uncertain tokens, as proceed more from 
the constitution of the body, than the dis- 


position of the mind: er more from sudden 


passions and violent emotions,: than from 
‘afixed temper. Tears areoftenshed where 


there is little sorrow, and the deepest sor- 
row is sometimes experienced without ary 


tears. He that feels.no sorrow for sin has 
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will not bea full proof of penitence,, if the 


settled disposition .of the mind be not 


changed; and, if fruits meet for repen- 


tance be net brought forth in the life and 
‘conversation. No degree | of inward terrors 
ef conscience, no . pompous solemnities of 
external devotion, can be substituted in 


the room of a practical conformity to the : 


will of Ged, as. evidential of repentance,” : 


From these extracts the reader will form e. 
his. own opinion of Mr. Hirst an.a writer 


for the public.* 
Mr.. Hirst , wrote out Minis confess 


remarkable. Some sketches of his 
sermons, anda few of his letters, must, 


,ifypublished at all, be, added way of 
The,.extent, of the work al- 
ready, forbids further. enlargement,, ex- 


appendix. 


faith, in’ Sept..1772. contains nothing 


"The lige duty of singing, 
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the calamities of life, and.curry: himsafely: 


learn;, thet experimental 
religion,, will. bear: a! man: up,: under all 


and joyfully through prospeet- and 
pains of death. ‘Mr. Hirst was patient in. 
tribulation; instant. i in prayer, and joyful, 
inho The spirit of promise was the ears, 

nest of his future. inheritance, and the wits, 
ness with his spirit, that he was a child. of. 
God. He was anointed. with. an unetion, 
from the Holy. One, and sealed by the spi- 
rit of God unto the day of. redemption, 
His religion was immortal. He could sing 
with the = 

The sons of God to sin,” 


porn and by the command of God. With respect to the 
manner, he it should be “Personal very | 


should sing that can sing. . Ps. cl. 6. 
Social. I will praise thee among ne Inthe 


rm of the church will I sing praise unto 
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For him to live was Christ, and to die was 
gain. Religion raised him above the love | 
_ of life, or the fear ofdeath. It reconciled 

him to both, leaving the choice with his 
adorable Saviour. 


2. The life of John Hirst may teach us. 
that religion only can stamp a value on 
natural and aequired abilities, and render 
them subservient to the glory of God. In- 
deed, abilities without religion only serve — 
to increase our sin and guilt. Whatever — 
—excellency, Mr. Hirst possessed, in body | 
or mind, as a man and a minister, it was 
religion, the love and fear of God, a zeal 
for the divine glory, and the salvation of 
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Hearty and Sincere. It is a branch of worship, and must 
be in spirit and in truth. John, iv. 23, 24, 1. Cor. xiv. 
Constant, I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live. Ps. 


| 


Orderly and Decent. We should aim 2t good and solid — 
music. Sorhe knowledge of notes is*desirable. Tunes should 
be easy, though light and pleasant, and suited tothe voice of 
the congregation. Those tunes cannot be proper in social 
worship, in which the congregation cannot with proper at- 
_ tention join. Let all things be done decently, and in order. — 


Quick and Lively Yetso as to admit of true pronunciation. 
_A dull aud heavy tone may suit with a funeral ceremony, 
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sinners, that called it inte exercise in the 
cause of God. His pleasant voice, his pow- 
erful eloquence, and his piercing eye; his 
sharp wit, ready invention, warm imagina- 
tion, large memory, and strong judgment 
were indebted to his piety under God, for 
their proper effect. those, on whom 
nature has lavished her choicest gifts, be- 
ware that they do not prostitute them in 
the service of sin and vanity; but conse-. 


but not, in general with stated worship. It is a work of plea- 
- sure, and a pleasant frame of mind naturally quickens pro- 
_ At the close of his sermon he infers: : 
_ 1, That this branch of worship does not depend upon a 
select body of singers. Such a body may be lawful, but no 
further useful than as they assist the congregation, and this 
may be done by a single voice. Singing cannot, any more 
than praying, be done by proxy. Every man must discharge 
_, 2. That a congregation wanting a select body of singers 
is not to be despised. The singing may be as spiritual with- 
out them and as acceptable to God, and profitable to the soul, 
God is not pleased with outward show. He requires the heart 
to make melody to him. ine 
3. That all in the congreyation are called upon to this da- 
y. Endeavour, therefore; to exercise yourselves in it. 
«But, ’? you will ask ‘‘may a wicked man sing? Why not? 
If he t toread the word of God, and to pray to him, be 
ought, surely, to sing his praise for preserving mercy; es- — 
_ pecially, that he is out ofhell, and is where God has power 
forgive sin, and call sianers to repentance.” 


= 
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erate Cvs to the service at Goa, at the 
“foot of the cross. 


3. We arc tanght ‘by the life of Jobn 
’ Hirst that meanness of parentage, obscu- 
tity of birth, and a want ofa liberal, or | 
polite education, are no effectual bar to 
‘great usefulness and lionour. Could any 
‘circumstances be more unfavourable or 
‘forbidding, than those attending the pa- 
‘rentage, education, youth and connections 
of Mr, Hirst. He was inured to labour 
from his childhood to the age of one and 
twenty. The little learning he obtained 
“was acquired without any regular assist- — 
ance, and without any time, 
redeemed by extra diligence, orstolen from _ 
the hours appointed to rest. He was a 
stranger equally to books and the value of | 

literature, and no kind friend was nigh to — 
encourage his diligence, to direct him in 
the choice of books, or furnish him with 
them, or to lend him an helping hand in- 
the path of learning or science. He ap- 
pears to be indebted. only to the God of 


| 
f 


Nature and of: pea for what he was, as 
aman, achristian, and a minister. Divine. 
influence made him holy and happy. Jesus 
‘| qualified him for the ministry, and sup- 
| ported and blessed him in it. After he had 
laboured long, and successfully, and serv- 
ed God and his generation, with growing 
zeal and reputation, he was brought te 
his grave in peace. The plauditsof men, 
of angels and of his Saviour attended him, 
Well done! good and faithful servant, en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” The 
splendour of talent, the diversity of gifts, 
and the extent of erudition, are not the 
basis, or the source of human happiness or 
honour. Neither can dignity of birth, large 
possessions, and worldly influence, confer 
genuine felicity and true glory. Buta 
mind imbued with the temper of Christ, 
with unfeigned humility, christian modesty | 
‘faith in Jesus, love to God, zeal for his 
glory, tender compassion and hearty 
good will to our fellow-sinners, unwearied t 


in their present and 
BBS 
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"eternal wel fare, will even the 
“poor, the unlettered servant of God, to 
usefulness and honour in this life, and to _ 
unfading crown in the life to come. Let 

no one therefore despair, however unpro- 
-pitious his situation may be. Let him 
emulate the examples set before him, ex-_ 
ercise the talents he possesses, cultivate 
the temper of the meek and lowly Jesus, — 
and discharge the duties incumbent on him — 
and leave the rest with God, and his labour 
Shall not be in vain in the Lord. Recol- — 
lect forencouragement that God hath cho- | 
sen the weak, the base, and the despised | 
things of this world, that no flesh _—— 
glory in his presence. 


4, But let no young minister, from the | 
usefulness and honour of the unlearned 
John Hirst, indulge a spirit of sloth and 
negligence, undervalue learning, or pour 
‘contempt on polite accomplishments. 

‘Knowledge is power, Let every one ob- — 
_ tain as much as he possibly can. Success, 
| |mnetulnoe, and honour i in the christian mi- 
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nistry, depend upon diviné influence, God 


can bless whom he pleases. But he chooses _ 


to employ means adapted to the end. The 

business of edlucation is greatly facilitated, 
and knowledge may be obtained now at a 
much easier LT than it could seventy 
years ago. The poor as well as the rich 
have the means of information, and learns 
ing is becoming ina measure gencral.,. Now, 
it is absolutely necessary, that the ministry 
keep pace in im provement with the congres 
gation. A young minister, therefore, has. 


‘no right to expect the celebrity of Mr, 


Hirst, except he strive to excel him in. the | 


| _ various branches of useful knowledge, as 


far as the present generation excels that 


in which he was educated. But let us res 


sive acquireme) 
defiled religion, are but as sounding brass 


member, after all, that the most brilliant 


| talents, the profoundest knowledge, the 


largest gifts of nature, and the most exten. 
ts, without pure and un- 


and a tinkling cymbal. Let us covet ear- 
pestly the best | giles and not forget the 
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‘more way. Let those who read 
this account, of the life and labours of John 
Hirst, seek to excel him in every useful 
accomplishment; and to equal him in his 
piety to God, his zeal for truth, his love 
and benevolence to man, and his success 
in the Redeemer’s cause, so shall they, 
when their course is finished, be numbered — 
with the righteous, and shine with him as — 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father, 
world without end. 
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dence. 


nq Letters are selected as 


The following 
aspecimen of his Epistolary correspon- 


1. 
MASTER J, H— 
“In cordial love and sympathy my head, my heartand 


hand, are all cagaged in writing this to you. Your wor- 
thy father is no longer here. He is trust in the heavenly 


world. You can -no longer place any confidence in his 


care for you. Your mother indeed lives and is deeply 
concerned for your future welfare. No doubt she bears 
be on her heart in all her prayers, earnestly desiring ~ 
rod to protect you. Bat what can she do more? She 
has four little babes which require her daily cate. Now. 
Sir, youshould bear a part of your mother’s burden. God 


who is the Father of the Fatherless, lives to be your ever- | - 


lasting friend. 1 beseech you to cleave to him as your 


God. Pray for preservation from every sin and direction __ 


into every duty you owe to him, to your mother, to your 
master, and to ali with whom you have to do. Make 


forsake you 

needful for life and Gedliness. Regard the commands of 
-: your master and be diligentand faithful in obeying them. 
Inform yourself as much as possible into the nature of the: 
business you are learning. This will be your Master's 


he will not fail you nor 


him your refuge and rest assu | 
but will in his own time grant you allthings 


advantage as well as your own. In your leisure hours. 


pray, fail not to read your Bible. Hereby young mea 


cleanse their way. Hete are the best rules of faith and 
practice. It.is so far fram making men fanatics that itis — 
the most rational regulater of our civil and religious con- 
duct. Here are succours the most substantial, to boar you" 
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_ up comfortably in all disasters, Should this counsel be. 
| received and reduced to practice you will be a comfort 
tw your mother, a blessing and honour to your family, 

and the joy of your friends and relations. That the author 


F q of your being, and ofall your mercies, in whom onl you 
i can find redemption, may be your Father, your Guide and — 
aa, | your Preserver, is the prayer of your sincere friend. 


Hirst.” 


~ 


‘TO THE REV. Mr. C———, BRADFORD. 


Yours dated Dee. 16th, Ihave just received. Iam 
exceedingly pleased to find it breathe such zeal forthe J 
gospel of the blessed God. I recollect no encomiums | | 
gave you in my last independent of the grace of God [| 
from whom you have received what you possess. IfI 
have, I confess it isa fault. As temporizing preaching §- 
is become common, all who are kept by the grace of God — 
to the good old way are worthy of my highest esteem. — 
The Baptist Mission is what I highly regard. But wis- — 
dom will be profitable to direct in preaching the gospel — 
to the poor Hindoos. Your industry in obtaining con- | 

tributions for so worthy a cause I applaud and bless God — 

for the success you have experienced.————I preached- 

sermon on purpose to recommend the Mission to our peo- 
ple, and when I spoke of the miserable state of the Hin- 
doos, and the necessity of sending them the Gospel a ten- 
der hearty sympathy appeared on the face of the whole 
- -corgregation. met Mr. Fuller at Rochdale, with our 
collection, and with collections from Cloughfold, Good- 
shaw, and Wigan. If you will engage to collect £50. 


in Rossendale, I will see your place at Bradford supplied, : 


while you make the experiment.. Iam, &c. | | 


Letter 2. 
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Ma. T——, BRAMLEY. i 


$ 


Esteeming very highly Iven- 
_ tare to give you my adyice. The Lord has beengracious = ¢ 
unto you. On the death of your father he took you under 
his paternal care and has hitherto preserved you from the 
_ pollutions of a carnal world. He has called you by his 
grace and put you in the ministry and fixed you upon 
_ trial for the pastoral-work, All these things he has done 
for you according to his own purpose and grace given you 
in Christ before the world began. Ever remember this _ 
goodness and the unspeakable obligations you are under 
to bless the Lord at all times. | 


_ But with all these fayours recollect you are stilla man, _ 
a frail sinful man. He that has begun the good work in 
you must carry it onor'it willfail. As you have always 
obeyed so still work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling remembering that it is Ged whe worketh in 
you to will and to do of his own good pleasure. Let the 

God of your life and of all grace be the ebject of your 
prayer and confidence. Asa young mananda widower. 

you are expesed to many temptations. Mortify every 
irregular desire according to the direction of the Lord. 
Should you be inclined to change your state 1 hope you 

. will not follew your fancy but reason and revelation, 
_ Apply to God by prayer for direction. Entangle not 
eo gta with any one unless you have reason to believe 
her to bea kind, affable, industrious, gracious woman, one 
whe will love her husband and his fatherless children. 
That you may act warily take a view of the eminence 
in which youstand. Remember the eyes of God, of Angels, 
 ¢ of the Church, of Devils and of ‘a wicked world are upon 

—- you. God and his angels, [hope will surround and protect 
you. The charch may abuse you but the devil and wicked 
men Will if possible overcome you and then upbraid yeu, — 


“DEAR BROTHER, | 


ry 


. and labours, is the daily p 
- unworthy brother and pastor, 


Bacup, July 27th, 1804. 


: 


I am not certain that I have selected the most proper 


subdued, Satan resisted, Ged glorified and you be a work- 


‘TO THE SAME. 
etter 4. 


* DEAR BROTHER 


It would have given me pleasure. to have atteniled at 


your ordination but the weather was threatening and [ 
am so feeble that I dare not undertake the journey. F 


am well pleased with your choice of Brother Langdon. : 


1 have no doubt of his giving you a charge worthy of 
your practice. Iam glad-you are sensible of the impor- 


tance of your office, and of your own insufficiency. The 


angels which have not sinned think it‘an honour to be the 
ministers of providence but you-are to serve in the gos- 


| pel of Jesus. You aregoing to be publicly sct apartto 


an-overseer and feeder ofthe flock and church of God 
which he has purchased with'‘his own blood. Remember 
Paul’s exhortation te his son Timothy. “Take heed 
unto thyself, fleefrom youthful lusts, follow after righ 
teousness, faith, charity, peace with them that call on 


the Lord with a pure heart.” Let these things be attend- 


ed to in your house, in: the world and inthe church of 


letters to appear before the public. Perhaps notwo per- 


sons from a great nuniber- would select the saime,. 


man needing notto beashamed. Accept these lines as a to- 
kenofthe most cordial affection. That thegrace ofout Lord’ 

Jesus Christ may be with your spirit, children, church | 
yer of your affectionate but: — 


Joun Hirst.” 


Give yourself much to reading meditation and prayer. Let 
the wordofGoddwellrichly in. you,and yourfleshshallbe 


Joun 
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